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Volume 20, Issue 12 - January 2026

Hi <<First Name>>

Welcome to a brand-new year!

Welcome to a brand-new year and the first  edition of The Zontapreneur for 2026!
 
I hope you all enjoyed a restful and joyful holiday season. As we step into the year
ahead, I am filled with gratitude for the passion, generosity, and commitment each of
you brings to our club. 2025 was a year of thoughtful action, strong advocacy, and
meaningful service—and together, we made a real difference for women and girls in
our community and beyond.
 
This year, we look forward to building on that momentum. With new projects on the
horizon, opportunities to strengthen our voice through advocacy, and the continued
growth of our member community, 2026 promises to be both energising and impactful.
 
I am also very much looking forward to seeing everyone at our first dinner meeting of
the year on Wednesday, 4 February, where we’ll come together for our Planning
Meeting. Please come prepared with ideas, suggestions, and any other
thoughts you’d like our club to explore or achieve this year. Your input is invaluable as
we set our direction for 2026.

Thank you for being part of this inspiring journey. I’m excited for all we will achieve
together in the months ahead.
 
Here’s to a fresh start, renewed purpose, and an inspiring year ahead!

Yours truly,
Wendy Dowling AM
Club President

End of Year Christmas Celebration
Our end-of-year  Christmas Party was an absolute delight—beautifully organised by
our Board and filled with laughter, connection, and plenty of festive fun. From joke-
sharing to a lively game of pass the parcel (a Christmas story read by Chris expertly
guided with left-and-right prompts!), the room was buzzing. And of course, there
was plenty of food to go around.
 
A special highlight was our presentation to The Greenwood, awarding them a
Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of their ongoing support and the warm
hospitality they show in hosting our monthly Zonta Club meetings.

It was unfortunate that Gaye from Zonta House slipped away quietly and we missed
the chance to present our annual donation to her—something we look forward to each
year.  Nevertheless, our Club’s $1,000 donation was made to Zonta House.
 
A big thank you also to Letitia, who kindly coordinated members’ Christmas gifts for
Zonta House. Her efforts helped ensure we could continue spreading care and
kindness during the festive season.
 
A heartfelt thank you to our Club Board for bringing this wonderful celebration
together, and to all members for your generosity, spirit, and continued support. 

Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women

Members of our club proudly took part in the 35th March Against Domestic and
Family Violence at Forrest Chase on Tuesday, 25 November—the first day of the
16 Days of Activism campaign.
 
Standing alongside community organisations, survivors, advocates, and allies, we
marched to honour those affected, to amplify the call for safety and respect, and to
reaffirm our ongoing commitment to a future free from violence.
 
Violence against women and children is not inevitable—it is preventable. Collective
action matters. Awareness matters. Showing up matters.
 
Thank you to everyone who walked with purpose and solidarity. Together, we
say NO to violence and YES to change.
 

 Zonta Says NO to Violence
 Zonta Says NOW to Gender Equality

After the march, some members continued the day with a relaxed lunch at The Aviary
which was such a nice way to unwind.

Amelia Earhart Day - 11 January

Zonta celebrates Amelia Earhart Day on 11 January to honour a defining moment in
the life of one of our most iconic members. On 11 January 1935, Amelia Earhart
became the first person to fly solo from Honolulu, Hawaii, to the U.S. mainland,
completing a 2,408-mile flight that expanded what was possible in aviation and
solidified her role as a global pioneer. 
 
Earhart’s achievements challenged gender barriers and reflected Zonta’s values of
courage, leadership, and opportunity for women. Her legacy continues through
the Amelia Earhart Fellowship, which supports women pursuing doctoral-level
studies in aerospace engineering and space sciences as they push the boundaries of
innovation. 
 
Amelia Earhart Day is an opportunity for Zontians worldwide to celebrate her
achievements and recommit to empowering women in all fields.

Fundraising Committee Update

The 2026 fundraising calendar has now been finalised. I'll share more details of the
full year of fundraising activities soon.

As part of our fundraising efforts, the Committee will be raffling three hamper baskets
at the International Women’s Day Breakfast in March. Members are kindly invited to
contribute items for raffle hampers, allocated as follows:

Service & Advocacy - items for the Gourmet Hamper
Fundraising - items for the Pamper Hamper
GVC Committee and Membership - items for the Garden Hampers

Members, please bring your hamper donations to the February meeting.

Thank you in advance for your generosity and continued support of our fundraising
initiatives.

Service & Advocacy Committee Update

New Committee Member
We are pleased to report that newly inducted Club member Julie Kendall will be
joining our committee. We look forward very much to welcoming her to our team.

Zonta Young Women in Leadership Award
The interviews have now been completed, and we are delighted to confirm that three
outstanding finalists have been selected.

We are also pleased to announce the confirmation of three Silver Sponsors. Emily
Nixon from Bespoke Wills and Estates, a long-standing supporter of our Club who
has, once again, generously come on board. We are equally grateful for the support of
Aerodrome Management Services, founded by Kevin Thomas, husband of   Club
member Ruth Thomas. In addition, we are honoured to have the backing of Dagmar
Barnes, a club member  since 1986—an extraordinary 39 years! Dagmar, a trailblazer
in the professional world of ophthalmology and a passionate advocate for women’s
education and leadership, has very kindly chosen to support this Award.

The Awards evening will be held on Thursday, 26 March at the Marmion Angling
and Aquatic Club (MAAC). Members are warmly encouraged to invite friends and
guests to what is always an enjoyable evening and a wonderful opportunity to not only
promote Zonta and our Club, but to celebrate these young community members.

EVENT DETAILS:

DATE:     Thursday, 26 March 2026

TIME: 6:30 PM for 6:45 PM

VENUE:  Marmion Angling and Aquatic Club, West Coast Drive, Marmion

COST:     $65 for a two-course set menu; drinks extra

RSVP: Thursday, 12 March 2026

Register now

Membership Committee Update

Best wishes to all members for a happy, healthy, and fulfilling 2026.
We are pleased to advise that The Greenwood has been contacted to confirm our meeting
dates for the year, which excludes March as this meeting has been cancelled.
 
At our February meeting, we will have the pleasure of formally welcoming Marilynn Horgan to
our Club. As Marilynn began her Zonta International journey with the Zonta Club of Swan
Hills,  we are looking forward to her active involvement.
 
We are also delighted to share that our Club has received an invitation from the WA State
Government Department of Communities, to submit nominations for the WA Volunteer
Service Awards 2026.
 

Nominations close: 27 February 2026
Certificate presentation: May 2026
 

To support this process, the Membership Committee will shortly contact nominated members
to obtain their consent. Members will be asked to provide the following information:
 

Title (Ms/Mrs)
Name
Date of Birth
Phone Number
Email Address
Years of Service (5+)
Consent (yes/no)

Greater Visibility Committee Update

New Committee Member
We are pleased to welcome Christine Cole to our committee and look forward to her
joining us at our first meeting on 19 January as we kick off 2026.  The skills and
experience she brings will be valuable assets to both our committee and club.

IWD & Rose Day Breakfast Guest Speaker
The MAAC has been booked for this event on Friday 6 March. The guest speaker will
be announced once confirmed.

Members Only Web Access
A new Members Only tab has been added to our website to provide easy access to
key resources, especially when documents or emails may be misplaced. If there are
additional items you would like to see included, please let me know.  Access is
restricted to members only, and the password will be disclosed at the February
meeting.

Around the Club

Supporting Local Families: Zonta PNS’s Ongoing Commitment
In 2025, under the initiative of Liz Wason, our club proudly and generously donated
hampers of household goods to North Balga Primary School each month. These
hampers, distributed by the dedicated school staff, were received with deep gratitude -
and at times - tears, by families in need, as 92% of the children at the school are
financially disadvantaged.

Recognising the benefits of this project, the club has agreed to continue this important
work in 2026. These gifts have made a real difference to women and children in our
community - sometimes in ways we may never fully realise. Zonta PNS continues to
demonstrate that a little kindness, delivered consistently, can have a profoundly
positive impact.

Heartfelt thanks go to all members for their generosity, and a special mention to Jan
McNaught for supplying the laundry baskets.

As members have been on the long Christmas/New Year break, many have taken the
opportunity to travel. Here are a few excerpts -  

Exploring New Zealand’s Southern Wonders by Train  
Embarking on the legendary Sir Edmund Hillary Explorer, Jean and Peter set out
on a breathtaking rail journey across New Zealand’s South Island. Their adventure
spanned five scenic train trips, each offering its own unique charm and unforgettable
moments.
 
A standout highlight was an exclusive presentation by Peter Hillary, son of the iconic
mountaineer Sir Edmund Hillary. Having conquered Mount Everest twice himself,
Peter Hillary captivated the group with stories of his expeditions and his inspiring
philanthropic work in Nepal, where he has helped build schools in remote
communities.
 
The journey also brought Jean and Peter face-to-face with the majestic Tasman
Glacier—the largest in New Zealand, stretching approximately 25 km. Travelling
across a vast glacial lake, which only formed after 1990 due to rapid ice melt, they
witnessed first-hand the glacier’s retreat, now estimated at 100 m per year.
 
Throughout their travels, Jean and Peter were continually awestruck by the
spectacular landscapes—a powerful reminder of nature’s grandeur and fragility.
 
This remarkable rail adventure not only delivered stunning scenery and memorable
encounters but also left a lasting impression of the wonders and challenges facing
New Zealand’s natural heritage.

Christine’s Cruise Odyssey from Singapore to Brisbane
“I love cruising and so for more than a year had looked forward to sailing on Royal
Caribbean’s ‘Voyager of the Seas’, for a 12-night cruise. Two years ago, our group -
my son Rhyse, his mate, and my sister Chaslee - cruised together to the South
Pacific. This time we boarded in Singapore and made calls to Bali, Darwin, Cairns and
Airlie Beach before leaving the ship in Brisbane where it will home port until April. A
pre-cruise highlight was Singapore's ‘Christmas Wonderland’, with dazzling lights and
snow amidst the trees at Gardens by the Bay - children would adore this festival. 

Onboard the ship, I had planned to join in some of the many activities as I normally
would; however, I discovered my talent for doing nothing and instead watched the
ocean go by from the comfort of a deck chair.

My sister and I enjoyed the theme nights that included 60s, 70s, 80s, and there were
two formal evenings, plus live shows from an ice-skating extravaganza to the talented
ship’s orchestra. The dance band got us moving which was needed after indulging in
the delicious meals. The lovely crew treated us like royalty, and we felt very sad when
the day came to disembark and return to the ‘real’ world’! 

From Harbour to Fjords: Twins Cruise New Zealand
Almost simultaneously as Jean and Peter were ‘railing’ NZ’s South Island, Dawn and
Elaine set off on 7 December for their 14-day NZ cruise on the America Holland Line
“Noordam”. They were hoping for a spectacular sunset as they departed Sydney but,
alas, the evening was grey, windy and dull with a smattering of rain.

However, there were better days ahead, much to their delight after crossing the
Tasman, when from their 7th level cabin’s picture window overlooking the bow, they
were greeted with a sunny entrance to Milford Sound and the fjords. The scenery, with
its waterfalls cascading down the high peaks, sparkling ocean and bird life, was a
sight to behold.

Travelling anti-clockwise, their ports of call were Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington,
Napier, Gisborne, Tauranga, Auckland and Waitangi.  They had visited all but three on
a previous 26-day cruise/land tour in 2014.

“It was interesting to see the re-development in Christchurch following the earthquake,
but there were still signs of damage with the walls of some old churches being
buttressed and vacant lots, where buildings had once stood, being used as carparks.
No such reminders in the beautiful botanical gardens which were a wonderland of
unusual heritage trees, some of which had been planted by visiting ‘royals’, gorgeous
floral borders, duck ponds and a maze of tree-lined paths.”

In Wellington they visited Zealandia Eco Reserve, a world-first, fully fenced, 500-acre
eco-sanctuary to rare birds and the tuatara lizard, endemic to NZ. Twenty-three native
species have been re-introduced some having been absent from mainland NZ for
more than 100 years! It was difficult to spot the birds in the thick canopy and to identify
them by their unknown calls unlike home where all manner of native birds visit their
gardens on a daily basis.

“An official excursion out of Napier to Cape Kidnappers was the highlight of our
holiday where we visited a gannet colony. There must have been 1000+ breeding
pairs tending their chicks, an amazing sight and sound especially when one of the
parents returned from a 12 to14 hour fishing trip with a freshly caught meal. Gannets
mate for life so the greeting each time was very noisy and lively as they twirled their
long necks around each other, chortled and danced about. Some of the chicks were
quite small while others were exercising their wings ready to venture from the nest. To
witness something like this was an absolute privilege and an amazing experience.
How can we mere mortals compete with nature?”

Gisborne, Tauranga, Waitangi and Auckland were just shore visits where they found
good coffee, specialty shops and boutiques and where they contributed to the local
economies. “Of course, we needed a little ‘retail therapy’ and why not, with the
attractive NZ$ exchange rate!”

In Auckland the “Noordam” practically berthed in the harbour’s main street and so it
was very convenient and easy for them to meet up with former club member Shanaz
who had returned to Auckland to be near family. It was coffee first and then they
headed for the Sky Tower’s 51st and 60th floors for a 360 bird’s eye view of the city. It
truly was!
A half-day stop in the Bay of Islands completed the cruise, apart from two-days at sea
back across the Tasman arriving in Sydney to a very warm and humid morning, quite
the opposite to when they left. “The “Noordam” is a very comfortable cruise ship with
around 1900 passengers, 800 crew, and complement of first-class naval, catering and
stateroom personnel. The entertainment was world-class and this, with so many other
varied activities, one could very easily run out of time. All in all, a nice get-away.”

ZI and District Announcements

2025 ZWBLA International Recipients
Ten outstanding women were selected from 35 exceptional applicants across 26
countries for the 2025 Zonta Women in Business Leadership Award (ZWBLA). Each
recipient will receive US$10,000 and a complimentary one-year Supporting
Membership in Zonta International, commencing 1 June 2026. Recipient biographies
will be published on the Zonta International website by the end of January 2026. In the
meantime, a list of these recipients can be sourced here.

While we congratulate the successful recipients, we also acknowledge that our District
23 recipient, Pema Chentsho, was not successful at the international level. We
remain very proud of Pema and her achievements, and her selection as our D23
nominee reflects the high calibre of women in our District.

2026 ZWBLA District Applications
Information about the 2026 Award will be released by Zonta International in February
2026.

February Planning Meeting

This meeting will focus on budget planning for our 2026 events, programs, and service
commitments. It’s an important opportunity for us to look ahead with purpose, ensuring
that our resources align with Zonta’s mission to support the projects and advocacy
work about which we are passionate.

Your insights and ideas are invaluable, and your participation will help shape the
direction and impact of our club over the coming year.

EVENT DETAILS

DATE: Wednesday, 4 February 2026

TIME: 6:30 PM for 7:00 PM

VENUE: The Greenwood, 349 Warwick Road, Greenwood

COST: $40 for a one-course meal; drinks are extra

RSVP: Thursday, 29 January 2026

Register now

Zonta International Convention - 11 to 14 July 2026
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Register now Event details

2026 Dates to Remember
Wed, 4 Feb – February Planning Meeting
Fri, 6 Mar – Zonta Rose Day & International Women’s Day Breakfast
Thu, 26 Mar – Zonta Young Women in Leadership Award Presentation Dinner
Wed, 1 Apr – Dinner Meeting
Sat, 18 Apr – Area 3 Workshop
Wed, 6 May – Dinner Meeting
Wed, 3 Jun – Dinner Meeting
Sat-Tue, 11-14 Jul - Zonta International Convention in Vancouver, Canada
Wed, 8 Jul – Dinner Meeting
Wed, 5 Aug – Dinner Meeting
Wed, 2 Sep – Dinner Meeting
Wed, 7 Oct – Dinner Meeting
Wed, 4 Nov – Lucy Bohan Nursing Bursary Presentation
TBC Nov – Founder’s Day Luncheon, Woman of Achievement Award Presentation
and Zonta Young Women in Business Leadership Award Presentation
Wed, 2 Dec – Christmas Party

Annual Days of Recognition
Sun, 11 Jan – Amelia Earhart Day
Sat, 24 Jan – International Day of Education
Sun, 8 Mar – International Women’s Day and Zonta Rose Day
Wed, 11 Mar – International Day of Women and Girls in Science
Sat, 21 Mar – National Close the Gap Day (Australia)
Wed, 22 Apr – Annual Earth Day
Tue, 26 May – National Sorry Day (Australia)
Fri, 18 Sep – International Equal Pay Day
Sun, 11 Oct – International Day of the Girl Child
Sat, 24 Oct – United Nations Day
Wed, 25 Nov – International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
Thu, 10 Dec – Human Rights Day

Survey
Let us know what you think of your new look Zontapreneur!

Start Survey

Quick Links
The Zontapreneur Archives
Club Annual Reports
News and Media
Zonta International Core Values
Zonta International Code of Conduct 2024-2026

After producing our newsletter for around 25 years using ‘Publisher’, which will no
longer be supported by Microsoft’s Windows 11, your GVC team have found it
necessary to switch to a different publishing package. We have chosen MailChimp
which has a number of benefits when it comes to managing distribution of our news!
Needless to say, your ‘octogenarian’ editor, is once again, having to shake up
her ‘grey matter’ and add another skill to her repertoire! Thank goodness she has a
first-class mentor in Irene!

So, here you are my friends, the first issue of our new look ‘The Zontapreneur’! You
will be able to read this on your PC or mobile and we hope this transition will work for
you. In any case, we’d love to hear your thoughts. Please take a moment to
complete the short survey included above and let us know what you think. Your
feedback will help us fine-tune and improve future editions.

As previously, we will continue to keep you connected with international, district and
club news, upcoming events, advocacy updates, member highlights, and the many
stories that showcase the impact we make together. Each issue will celebrate our
achievements, shine a light on the work ahead, and provide a space for members to
share ideas and contributions. If you have suggestions, items of interest, photos, or
reflections you’d like to see included, please feel free to reach out—the GVC team
would welcome your input.
  
Thank you for your support, your enthusiasm, and your ongoing commitment to
Zonta’s mission. I look forward to journeying through 2026 with all of you, and I hope
you enjoy this first issue of your revamped newsletter.
 
Cheers, catch you next time!

FOLLOW OUR IMPACT
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