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Christmas Greetings from your President
As 2021 draws to a What a fabulous selection of gifts were Special thanks to our partners, families
close, I write to

thank each and
every one of you
for your support,
enthusiasm and
commitment to our
Zonta Club of Perth
Northern Suburbs.

Despite the restrictions and difficulties
we have all experienced during the
year, our Club has managed to fulfill all
of its commitments. With several new
members joining us, we are in a sound
position to take on 2022 with renewed
vigour and energy.

I am most grateful to Vicki and David

who, once again, hosted our Spanish
theme Christmas party. It was such a
wonderfully
lively and funfilled evening;
the food

received and donated to the guests
from the Zonta Refuge. So gratifying. I
know these will bring such a blessing to
the women who receive them.

and friends who supported us in our
work during the year as well as our
sponsors and donors—we appreciate
you all.

these on 14 December—one of our very
special “hands on” activities. Thanks
also to Letitia, Vicki and David for
arranging to pick up and deliver crockery and other household items from
Kott Gunning who generously donated
these items to the Refuge. We are sad
that this long-established law firm has
now closed but are grateful for their
support of our Club over many years.

wish everyone a safe and blessed
Festive Season with those you love and
hopefully 2022 will enable many of us
to visit family members and friends that
we have not been able to spend time
with over the last two years. Enjoy a
well-earned break from Club activities. I
look forward to working with you in the
New Year as we support those less
fortunate than us in our community and
across the globe.

Many of you will have helped gift wrap I

Thanks also to those

members who were able
to walk in the 31st Annual

Silent Domestic Violence
Memorial March through
Perth City last week as
part of the ‘16 Days of
Activism’—a sobering
reminder of why we do
what we do.

One of our newer

was fabulous too—as were some of the
Spanish outfits! Thanks to the Board for
organizing and helping with this event.

members, Jill Darby, a long
time RAC Councillor, has
just been re-elected for another threeyear term. Congratulations Jill!

Wrapping up the Year!
A few comments from our Club’s “Mrs Feel Good”
(Refuge Liaison) following the big wrap up!

“What a merry band of chatterboxes were out at
Willetton today, overwhelmed by the vast number of
food parcels, gifts and goodies we had to tackle and
wrap. We could have “played shop” for hours. Work
began promptly as we arrived and signed in, Covid
style, at 9.30 am and we logged off just after noon. I
hope I have all names here—Wendy, Chris, Helen,
Jean and her friend, Sue P, Jan, Alison, Sarah (my
15 y o next-door neighbour) and me.
What a lot of joy we will bring to the residents of
Zonta House. Isn’t this what it’s all about?
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I’d like to leave

you with this quote
from Ruth Carter
Stapleton—

“Christmas is most
truly Christmas
when we celebrate
it by giving the
Light of Love to
those who need it
most.”

Wendy
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More from around the Club
What a great time we had at this year’s The fare this year was quite
windup, with its Spanish theme. A few
of our members—and others—embraced
this and dressed accordingly. Here are
a few of our more glamorous señoras!

different thanks to Chris who
sourced Perth Paellas. From
the tapas, to the mains and
desserts, it was so tasty. The
freshly made
churros
dipped in
chocolate
topping
were to die
for! June
thought
she’d gone
to heaven!

Perth Paella Parties’ Jason showing some intense preparation!

Some members were lucky enough to score

a bottle of bubbles from a fun Christmas quiz
run by Ross and Wendy. This added much
laughter to the already fun atmosphere.

Who’s this giving a ‘leg up’!

Chris was presented with a beauti-

‘Yours Truly’ was also presented with this gorgeous
orchid.

ful orchid in recognition of all the
time she so willingly gives to the
Club, not only to the Board but
behind the scenes as Chair of the
Fundraising. She is well aware that
members need nurturing and some
social activities to offset the service
work we undertake.

Shown below are Chris Tapley

and
David Moir with our two Zonta House
representatives laden up with boxes of
Christmas goodies donated by ladies

they have donated annually. How kind
and generous this group is, epitomizing
the Christmas spirit.

Also showing an abundance of spirit
for this time of
year are all the
kind souls who

from the All Saints Church Floreat. This
association started through a former
neighbour of Vicki and David’s who
heard about the Refuge. Since then

“Thank you all for your
support over the last
few months which have
been very trying, to say
the least. I’m looking
forward to a much
better 2022!” Ed.
House to access the vacant office
opposite to store and package the overwhelming quantity of parcels received.
Obviously there are many Santa helpers
who have tackled the job of sorting and
wrapping, not just our Club members.
What a job but “all part of the smiling
service”, as Letitia said.

donated the
myriad of gifts
shown here. It
was a great idea of Ella’s from Zonta
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Whilst unable to help with gift wrapping this

year, Linda was busy at Refinery Hair Design in
Carine espousing the virtues of Zonta (as she
does)! During the chat, her hairdresser, Louise,
expressed an interest in helping in some way.
Linda connected her with Zonta House, the result
of which was the salon’s owner, Teal, gave Louise
and six other volunteer hairdressers (shown here),
access to the salon and products on 5 December
in order to pamper 12 clients of Zonta House
with cuts, shampooing, blow waves and styling! A wonderful
gesture and show of Christmas spirit by all involved.

Anna Scott (in orange above),
Operations Manager for
Zonta House, posted—
(click on this logo to connect to the salon)

“There was such a shift in the moods of the ladies when
they left the salon, they were beaming and looking amazing, thank you to all the Refinery Hair Design team.

Such joy for the Refuge clients at this time of the year. Well
done Linda—great forethought!

Several of our members braved the

heat on December 7 in Perth to attend
the 16 Days of Activism against GenderBased Violence event.

As reported in our October/November
‘Zontapreneur’, this international

campaign was started by the Women’s
Global Leadership Institute in 1991, and
now runs annually. It begins each
year on the International Day for the

Elimination of Violence against Women
(25 November) and runs until Human
Rights Day (10 December). The aim is to
call for the prevention and elimination
of violence against women and girls.

Did anyone who lives in or around

Doubleview notice the Water Corp’s
tower at the top of the hill (corner Ewen
Street and Princess Road), lit up orange
for the duration of the campaign? The
City of Mandurah also lit up their traffic
bridge in orange much to the delight of
the Peel Zontians who joined the march

through Mandurah, very visible in their

‘Zonta Says NO to violence against
women’ vests.

Sadly, the above picture represents the
six women and children and two men
who died in WA during 2021 as a result
of domestic violence. To bring more of
a global awareness to this issue, Zonta

One very happy young lady today is

Tayla Ayling who has been announced
as District 23 winner of the Jane M.
Klausman Women in Business Scholarship for 2021. She is shown here with
D23 Governor, Sandra Burns after
receiving the Area 3 Award in August.

Over the past three years our Club has

been front and centre when it comes to
this Scholarship as we have ‘produced’,
on behalf of the Area, four winners of
the District Award—






Kerran Olson (2018)
Eloise Ireland (2019)
Marina Sarkoski (2020) and now
Tayla Ayling

Hearty congratulations Tayla, and well
deserved after all your hard work.

International ran an online summit for
members on 30 November.

Here in Australia there has been much

more of a focus in recent times on
gender equality and violence against
women (and men). Let us hope, through
our advocacy work, we see much positive change in the foreseeable future.

Following her undergraduate degree in

Commerce completed at The University
of Western Australia, Tayla enrolled in a
Master of Commerce, majoring in
Supply Chain Management, which she is
currently studying at Curtin University.

Coordinator of this scholarship for Area
3 is PNS member Bev McNamara. Bev
took on this role soon after joining our
Club and has done a wonderful job
promoting and sourcing candidates, so
well done too Bev!

We are very proud of

these young women.
Tayla’s application will
now go to Zonta HQ for
judging at an international
level so we wish Tayla
good luck for this next step.
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Our association with Edith Cowan

University’s‘Women in Business’ group
continues to flourish with Wendy, Linda
and Bev attending various functions and
events throughout the year. Our Club
has become a Bronze Sponsor as we
believe these talented young women
have a lot to offer and are worthy of
support. They have certainly contributed in our search for JMK nominees.

Their 2020 President, Maisha Zuhair, is

one of their success stories. Maisha was She ...
the Winner of ECU's prestigious Contri-  served as President of ECU Women in
Business 2020;
bution to University Life Award at the

won the ECU Student Guild’s Best
2021 Vice-Chancellor's Student
Club of the Year Award during her
Awards. This award is presented to
leadership;
recognise the student who has made an
outstanding contribution to student life  was involved in a number of volunteer
activities including inter-university
at ECU among 30,000+ students.
challenges as a student volunteer;
Maisha said—
 guided other student clubs by sharing
“My journey at ECU has been the most
her knowledge and experience, and
amazing experience through which I
 became eligible to join the Golden Key
have gained and learnt so much”.
International Honour Society (the
world’s largest academic honour
In addition to receiving commendation
society due to her excellent academic
for outstanding grades, she was actively
results.
involved in the University’s community.

Maisha is also a Student Representative
for the ECU City Campus Project and
recently graduated with a Master of
Business Administration Specialising in
Project Management. Maisha had the
honour to represent ECU and the
graduating class of 2021 as the Speaker
at the graduation ceremony. One of the
key themes of her speech was to—
'Embrace who you are and gather with
those that lift you up'.

Maisha now works full time as a Client

Consultant at Australia’s leading school
management software company,
Compass Education.

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS!
On the first day of Christmas, my true love said to me –
“I’m so glad we bought a proper Chrissy tree.”
On the second day of Christmas, much laughter could be heard
as we tucked into our turkey, a most delicious bird.
On the third day we entertained the people from next door.
The turkey tasted just as good as it had the day before.
Day four relations came to stay – poor Gran is looking old.
We finished up the Christmas pud’ and ate the turkey cold.
On the fifth day of Christmas, outside the snowflakes flurried,
But we were nice and warm inside for we had our turkey curried!
On the sixth day I must admit the Christmas spirit died,
the children fought and bickered, we had turkey rissoles, fried!
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince
when he sat down at the table and was offered turkey mince.
Day eight and nerves were getting frayed, the dog had run for shelter.
I served up turkey pancakes, with a glass of Alka-Seltzer!
On the ninth day the cat left home, by lunchtime Dad was blotto.
He said he had to have a drink, to face turkey rossoto.
By the tenth day the booze had gone (except our home-made brew),
and if that wasn’t bad enough, we suffered turkey stew.
On the eleventh day of Christmas, the Christmas tree was moulting,
the mince pies were as hard as rocks and the turkey was revolting.
On the twelfth day my true love had a smile upon her lips –
the guests had gone, the turkey too, and we dined on fish and chips!!!

Phew—my last newsletter for 2021, but an important one!
Thank you all for your contributions to our ‘Zontapreneur’
over the past year and for encouraging me to keep producing it! I also want to thank my ‘sub-editor’, sister Elaine, for
proof-reading all the issues. Such a help!
Wishing you all a safe and happy time
over the Christmas/NY break. For me,
I’m out of here, but back on 23 January!
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