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A word from your President
President—
—YWPA Award Edition
With no monthly dinner

Hearing from our three Year 12 final-

event. She has a special knack of
making the students relax before they
meeting in August the ists—Charlotte Easden, Rose Mansfield
highlight for the Club and Yie Xin Cheong as they shared their take the stage and make their presentations. Her wonderful warmth, humour
this month was our
thoughts on“The woman who inspires
Young Women in
me most” and their aspirations for the and encouragement is very special and
is always a feature of these fantastic
Public Affairs Award future, was both uplifting and inspiraevenings.
presentation dinner tional. These young ladies never cease
held at ‘Ambrose
to amaze us with their passion and
Charlotte Easden,
Estate’ on Wednesday enthusiasm.
pictured here,
12 August with over 90
was named our
L
ikewise,
with
previous
winners
who
guests in attendance. The
Club’s 2020
joined
us—
room was filled with wonderful converAwardee.
sation and the joy and privilege of being  Simran Vyas (2019) currently study- Charlotte
able to hold this special annual event in
ing veterinary science in Sydney
attends
person, unlike some of our clubs in the
who shared a video message with
Newman
Eastern States. The
us;
College,
food was excellent and
Churchlands
 Dr Ditza Teng (2008 Club & 2009
the simple but very
and is aspiring
District 23) working part-time as a
effective floral centre
medico and now married with a one- to become a
pieces arranged by
Human Rights
year old son; and
Genevieve Rose , set
Lawyer. You can
 Dr Demelza Ireland (1996), a biooff the tables.
read more about her later in this news.
medical scientist with a PhD in
We were delighted,
tumour immunology. Demelza is
Both Rose Mansfield and Yie Xin
once again, to host our
Head of the Biomedical Science
Cheong attend Churchlands Senior High
Event Partners Kott
Education Unit at UWA and teaches School. Rose would like to work in the
Gunning Lawyers with
in the fields of immunology and
field of Social Work while Yie Xin is
Partner Emma Leys
women’s health. In February this
keen to study medicine and become a
and lawyers Abbi Beckwith and Daphne
year she was awarded one of only
surgeon.
Schilizzi attending. We are thankful
seven Australian Awards for Univerthat Daphne was also part of our selecAll three are student leaders and heavsity Teaching Excellence.
tion panel—an experience she said she
ily involved in volunteerism, one of the
loved and one she hopes to repeat next How blessed we were to, once again,
criteria for this Award.
have Demelza MC this most prestigious
year!

Wendy’s message cont’d …
On Saturday 15 August I attended my
first Area 3 Presidents’ meeting via
Zoom with a welcome from our new
D23 Governor, Sandra Burns who
encouraged clubs to progress the ZI
theme of “Creating Opportunities”. It
was a comprehensive two-hour meeting
and I was, and am inspired by the work
being carried out at all WA clubs.

Zoom meetings are still the norm at

present. On Tuesday 18 August Linda
Tinning and I were invited to meet on
line with Dr Sandy Chong, President,

United Nations Association Australia
WA Inc (UNAAWA) and Amanda
Elizabeth, Chair of their Environmental
Committee. We have been invited to

attend their 75th Anniversary celebration
at the Duxton Hotel on 23 October
where Grace Forrest will be their guest
speaker on child marriage and the
trafficking of women. This discussion
was very enlightening and as this
organization is actively concerned with
human rights, gender equality, sustainability and the rights of women and
children, as Zonta is, I will take to our
next Board meeting a proposal for a
reciprocal arrangement where we can
share ideas and invitations to events.

After a very wet and cool August it is

I would encourage members to invite a
guest along to hear this inspirational
young woman.

well as the presentation to the Club’s
‘Women in Technology’ awardee.

uplifting to see spring flowers starting
to bloom and the days lengthening. For
those members holidaying up north we
hope you are enjoying the warmth!!

“Life is not measured by
the number of breaths we
take, but by the moments
that take our breath away.”
Maya Angelou

I’m looking forward to our 2 September
Amanda is the speaker at our United
Nations dinner meeting on 7 October so meeting and to our guest speaker as
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A picture says a thousand words!

With Charlotte—L-R: Carla Pastorelli, Jocelyn Easden, Paul Easden,
Cassandra Hall, Louise O’Mahony and Clare Cole-Carter.
Demelza and Ditza

Simran Vyas 2019 Awardee

Emma Leys, Partner
from Kott Gunning
Lawyers who have
supported these
Awards as Event
Partners for the past
9 years.

Finalist Rose Mansfield

“And the
winner is …!”
Demelza with Finalist Yie Xin

At right: Churchlands Senior High School Group
Standing: Andy Chapman (Year 12 Coordinator ),
Yie Xin, Linda Tinning and Mei Fen Koo
Seated: Rose, Zach Taylor, Julie and David Mansfield
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more from the Award

Kott Gunning staff with the three finalists—L-R: Emma Leys, Abbi Beckwith and Daphne Schilizzi far right.

Demelza with her ‘instant garden’ gift presented by Wendy and
PNS Club member Chris Tapley
ZC Perth —Back L-R: Vicki Nazer, Ute Schierhorn, Janice Dudley and Carole Theobald
Front L-R: Sandra Burns (D23 Gov), Judy Gorton (recent past ZI Director) and
Mary Gurgone (Club President)

Marina Sarkoski (Area 3 2020 Jane M. Klausman Women in Business
Scholarship Awardee) and PNS member Dr Bev McNamara
(Coordinator of the Award) enjoying a celebratory toast.

Peel Club—L-R: Jenny Crake, Narelle Litchfield,
Lyola Burns, Nola Hull, Bev Jackson and
Inset—Nicky Hooper (President) and Sherrel O’Neil

Our Club has been involved

with these Awards since 1992.
Unfortunately there can only
be one winner; however, like
many finalists before them,
these three students are all
winners as far as we are concerned. They are fine young
women and we are very proud
of their achievements thus far.
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy
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The Women who Inspired Them!
A very interesting part of these Award

evenings is when the finalists talk about
“The woman who inspires me most” .
Here are some snippets from our recent
event.

Charlotte was fortunate last year to be

efforts for the good of the community,
providing educational opportunities for
all children regardless of their background and housing children who may
be victims of domestic abuse or from
extremely poor families. The centre
strives to rehabilitate these children
through an holistic approach by providing them with everything they were
deprived of in their former homes.

one of 14 students to visit the Philippines where they visited many organisations providing shelter and education to
under-privileged children and victims of
Charlotte finished her presentation by
trafficking. It was on this trip that she
saying—
fully understood the direction in which
“These two selfless women are some
her future was heading.

Visiting a boys’ detention centre she

witnessed violations against basic
human rights such as adequate shelter
and the right to a fair trial.

To further rein-

force her desire
to study law,
majoring in
human rights,
was meeting
two women—
Sr Felicitas and
Sr Rita—who run
a centre engaging people in

Rose’s talk cont’d
police conducted a raid on the inn. But
Stormé was not complying and when
someone tried to arrest her she started
to fight back. This event is widely
recognised as the trigger that set off the
Stonewall riots, these riots being what
triggered the gay liberation movement
of the 1970s.

person quite the opposite—Stormé
DeLarverie, remembered as a gay civil
rights icon and entertainer. Rose said—

“To understand her mind set I think
it is important to go back to her
upbringing. She was born in 1920s
New Orleans, to a black mother and
a white father. As she was of mixed
race, she was never given a birth
certificate. She never really knew her
own birthday, so she made it the day
before Christmas.”

Stormé was bullied intensely and

fought back, but when she was 18 she
moved to New York, a more accepting
place. There she became a member of
one of the most famous drag groups in
and added a quote from Mother Teresa, history, Jewel Box Review. She became
the MC of this iconic group and was the
another person who inspired her—
only female performer. She would go on
“Human rights are not a privilege
stage in a Zoot suit with short hair and
conferred by Government. They are
an extreme amount of confidence. On
every human being’s entitlement by
stage she was adored, but off stage her
virtue of his humanity.”
suit was illegal. She was one of the leaders in androgynous fashion.
Rose spoke about herself being a
What made Stormé famous however,
passive person, finding it hard to ‘fight’ was her participation in the Stonewall
or advocate for herself. However, her
riots. Stormé was out with some friends
idol, and someone who inspires her, is a at the Stonewall inn in June 1969 when

of the most inspirational people I
have met to date, and I hope one day
I will able to inspire others like they
have inspired me...”

After visiting Nepal last year Rose real- Charlotte’s application will now be sent
ised that people can be very happy with
very little. She would like a career in
Social Work and believes systematic
change must occur to improve the outcomes in this field.

Yie Xin’s most inspirational woman is

to the District for judging at that level
and if successful, will be forwarded to
Zonta International in Chicago for a
possible international award next year.

There was one Australian ZI Awardee

this year—Peoly Gunaratne, nominated
by the Zonta Club of Hornsby-Ku-RingGai Inc in District 24.

her mother Mei Fen Koo. Yie Xin spoke
emotionally and passionately about her
Mum and how she had put the interests Our 2020 District winner was Britney
such great strides in social justice and
the fight for equality. Stormé did not let of her children before her own, despite Pham, nominated by the Zonta Club of
Melbourne's East Inc.
having to make some tough decisions,
herself be pushed around or snuffed
so that they could have an education
out. She fought and shouted and
Those of you who attended the Club’s
and a better life.
punched her way into acknowledgeAward presentation on 12 August will
ment. She went from a girl with no birth
In the future, Yie Xin would like to have know that ‘our’ Ditza Teng was District
certificate to a woman that was a
23’s Awardee in 2009. She attended
her own Domestic Violence Clinic offersymbol of defiance and bravery.
and spoke at the Ballarat Conference
ing complimentary medical care. After
that year. We will most likely meet
Stormé was an incredibly strong
Year 12 she plans to study medicine
Britney in Bendigo next year.
woman. Rose said of her—
and aspires to becoming a surgeon.
Since the Awards were initiated in
“As someone who can struggle to
1990 ZI has given 971 of these to 819
find the strength to stand up for herWe wish all three young ladies the very young women representing 58 counself I find that to be one of the most
best for their futures, good results in
tries. They were created to recognise
inspiring things in the world. Stormé
their TEE examinations and successful
young women for their—
believed that she was a ‘human that
careers in their chosen fields. They
survived that helped other humans
 Commitment to volunteerism;
certainly have some role models in a
survive’. To me she did so much
 Volunteer leadership achievements;
number of our previous YWPA Award
more. She was confident, she was
and
recipients, who we’re sure would be
brave, she knew when to fight back
 Dedication to the advancement of
only too happy to offer some mentorand she protected. I hope that one
the status of women.
ship if requested.

This act of defiance was the cause for

day I can do the same.”
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ZI News—meet our new President
Did you know that our 2020-2022 ZI

President, Sharon Langenbeck PhD was
an Amelia Earhart Fellow in 1977 and
1978? She said—“These Fellowships

were essential for me to complete my
Doctorate in Mechanical & Aerospace
Engineering.” She is the first Amelia
Earhart Fellow to serve as Zonta’s
President. To learn more about her
background link into this video.

Sharon, as she likes to be known, sent a
message recently welcoming us all to
the new Biennium. Here is what she
wrote—

“Dear Zontians,
Welcome to the 2020-2022 Biennium
and the next century of Zonta
International!
I know this year has presented many
challenges for us as an organization
and for our members, personally and
professionally; however, I am looking
forward to the future with optimism
because of our strong Zonta community. As Zontians, we do not waver
from our mission and meet every
challenge with knowledge, dedication

and kindness and
most importantly
with one another.
Thank you for
your support and
your dedication as
we take on the
theme of this biennium, "Transitions,
Changes and New
Opportunities".

eliminating violence against women and
girls.

As we were unable to meet in
Chicago, I invite you to get to know
me a little more through the video.
You will be hearing a lot from me
over these next two years. Remember,
I am still, just Sharon.

security, better health care for families
and contributions to the betterment of
society. Education is the key to decision-making. Providing opportunities
and removing impediments for girls to
remain in school has lasting impact.

With best regards

…….

In her opening remarks on becoming

Zonta’s education programs show that

we have always known that education
is important for women’s equality. The
women who are receiving our awards
are making a difference in breaking
down barriers in male dominated fields
and serve as role models for the next
generation.

Benefits of education include financial

On the subject of violence, we must do

all we can to provide safe environments
for women and girls.
President, Sharon stressed the importance of looking to the future and never We reported on the various projects in
losing sight of the vision of our 1919
last month’s ‘Zontapreneur’ and ZI,
founders—to achieve equality for
through ‘E-News’ and other announcewomen!
ments, will keep us informed and up-toToday, we still need to push for change date on their progress. On this note see
below the successes in our efforts to
with projects and programs focussing
end child marriage.
on two major areas—education and

Learn more about Phase 2 of the Global Program to end Child Marriage through the following link—

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-unfparenew-multi-country-initiative-protect-millions-girls-child
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy

Page 6

District 23 News
Sandra Burns, our 2020-2022 District

23 Governor, has hit the ground running
having been busy planning
the biennium and putting
in place chairmen for
the various committees. As well as that,
she has already
attended, in person,
several events in Area 3
and been present at a
number of Zoom meetings
held throughout the District.

Tyril Houghton
Area 3 Director

Lyn Symons
Treasurer

Eloise Forbes
Area 4 Director

(ZC of Central Goldfields)

(ZC of Kyneton)

Trish McLean
Area 1 Director

Vicki Carman-Brown
Area 5 Director

(ZC of Bunbury)

Members will have received a copy of

the District Directory detailing all that
we need to know about Office Bearers,
Committees, Clubs and other handy
information. However, if you haven’t
had a chance to eye-ball this, you might
like to ‘meet’ these Zontians.
(as above)

Kimberley Robbins
Secretary

(ZC of Bunbury)

(ZC of Melbourne’s South East)

(ZC of Devonport)

Alison
Dianne McCallum
Area 2 Director

Sandra Burns
Governor

(ZC of Mt Barker)

(ZC of Perth)

Kay Stewart
Lt Governor

Chris Frick
Vice Area 2 Director

(ZC of Melbourne on Yarra)

(ZC of Gawler)

is on the Nominating Committee
andVicki is the District’s Coordinator of
the Birthing Kits.

Out of courtesy our Club committees

should communicate with Committee
Chairmen and sub-Committee Coordinators from time to time so they can keep
abreast of our activities; a great help
when they need to produce reports.
Page 19 shows mandatory reporting
responsibilities which our Club follows.

Around PNS
Despite the lockdowns, our Club has

been extremely busy with all members
involved in their various committees.
There have been a couple of changes in
this regard with Vicki moving to the
PR&C Committee and Marion deciding
she would like to experience some time
on Membership. After stepping down
from her role as President, Linda has
become part of the PR&C Committee.
However, it is the prerogative of the
President to consider these requests in
the best interests of the Club.

Ever wonder what our Archivist gets up One such amazing item was a 1986
to? Well not much except most every
day she spends time in her ‘Zonta
Office’ scanning and storing hundreds
of documents! Makes your Editor want
to take a Bex Powder and lie down!

Peace through Building
and Sharing’.

The newsletter is quite

extensive and a good
read, but on the last page
Val says—

Because of residing permanently in the

Peel Region now, her sailing and other
commitments, Robbie has asked for a
transfer to the Peel Club. Having been
on leave of absence from PNS for quite
a time, due to travel and other circumstances, Robbie feels a club closer to
home would be preferable especially
because of driving at night.

Newsletter from Val Sarah, the then
District XVI Governor (when we were
part of New Zealand). The International
President at the time was Amey Grubbs
whose biennial theme was ‘Building

Kaye

was thrilled to find a neat little
machine at a very reasonable cost that
scans and transfers items to her PC. If
you’ve ever seen her home office, it’s a
We believe Robbie will be warmly
bit like a cockpit! Very compact with
welcomed by the Peel members and
everything at her fingertips. Most days
soon settle into her new surrounds. We around mid-morning she ‘takes off’ and
wish her well and hope she continues to has a great time eye-balling interesting
enjoy her Zonta membership.
snippets of by-gone eras.

“When we were at Expo 86
in Vancouver we visited
the U.N. pavilion. I felt
completely at home there,
so closely is Zonta bound
to the U.N. One floodlit
display panel bore the
simple words of Lao Tzu” ‘THE JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND MILES
BEGINS WITH ONE STEP’

If anyone would like to read the entire

newsletter, I would be happy to email it
to you. I’m sure Val would!
(By the way, in last month’s ‘Zontapreneur’ I incorrectly
printed Val’s post-nominal as AC instead of AM—my
apologies.)
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FOUNDERS’ DAY LUNCH
SAVE THE DATE
The Zonta Club of Dunsborough will be hosting lunch
on Saturday 7 November at
Pullman Bunker Bay Resort, Naturaliste

A Bit from Vick about the Kit
Birthing Kit Foundation Australia has

With Zontian Jenny Weaver Chairing the Board and Matt
changed its name to Kit International and Anderson as the new Chief Executive Officer, this means
broadened its focus.
taking the organisation in some bold new directions. More
information can be found on their new website—
In June 2019, BKFA celebrated the 20th
kit.org.au
anniversary of the very first birthing kits
Our Club continues to promote
that were made by the Zonta Club of
and support Kit International and is
Adelaide Hills’ Service Committee. The
planning an assembly day Monday,
women in that Club have created such a strong foundation
19 October 9.30/3.30 pm. Further
for the birthing kit as BKFA transitions and explores new
details will be available later but
ways of delivering impact for women and girls in low
note the date if you can help.
resource settings. 2019 was, however, a challenging year,
where despite significant organisational effort, the ability to
Vicki Moir D23 Coordinator
attract grant income did not reach budget targets.
Jean Wyder Area 3 Coordinator
Connie Coltrona ZPNS Coordinator

A look at books!
Vicki has been busy this month and
sent in this note for the interest of
readers—

the complexities of domestic violence. It
is not a light read by any means but
sheds new knowledge and expands
understandings on the topic of
“Domestic Abuse” in Australia. I found it
extremely interesting and in parts challenging. There is still so much work to
do but this book highlights areas about
which we might consider advocating.

“Recently I felt motivated to purchase
two books whose topics peaked my
interest. I had hoped they would be an
interesting read and so far they are. As
both are related in many ways to our
Zonta philosophy I feel they are worthy
Women and Leadership co-written by
of recommendation.
Australian feminist Julia Gillard and
See What You Made Me Do won the
Nigerian womanist Ngozi Okonjo2020 Stella Prize. The author Jess Hill’s Iweala, is a much lighter read………..
research is the most current work on

News from Kath Mazzella OAM
Have just received this EXCITING

ground breaking news from Kath
Mazzella OAM. She reported that—

“I am on the Royal College Obstetrics
and Gynaecology (RCOG) Women's
Voices panel London who have, along
with the Royal Australian New Zealand

College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
(RANZCOG), agreed to promote my
International Gynaecological Awareness
Day 10 September campaign. Would love
others to join in to share the importance
of Gynaecological health—25 years in
the making. Doing a happy dance!
I have not conversed a lot with Zonta
London since I presented there but plan
to update them soon. Watch this space!
Also GAIN Inc my former not-for-profit is
celebrating its 20th year for the IGAD.
They are holding a celebratory High Tea
on Saturday 19 September at 1 pm at the
UWA Club, Crawley. Exciting to see
them progress without me.
Love and good GYNae health to all.”

Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy

Page 8

Beirut, Lebanon

not a relief agency. Therefore, we are
not set up to issue a call for financial
In the aftermath of the terrible explo- support or manage the collection or
sion in Beirut, our ZI President reached disbursement of funds, nor unfortuout to the President of the ZC of Beirut. nately do any funds exist to be used for
She confirmed that all Zonta members
emergencies like this one.
there were, thankfully, safe; however,
the damage to homes and businesses is As individuals, however, members may
choose to directly support the Zonta
immense.
Club of Beirut’s efforts. They have
While the situation is painful and the
already mobilized in support of the
needs are great, Zonta International is
Higher Community for Rescue. If you

wish to help, you are encouraged to
send donations to the Zonta Club of
Beirut or through established agencies
to ensure that the assistance is used
properly.

ZI will continue to keep all Zontians in

Lebanon and their families, friends and
neighbours in our thoughts. If you have
any questions, please email zontaintl@zonta.org.

UN WOMEN’s Team on the ground in Beirut is
reaching out asking for help. They are making
sure women and girls have access to period
products, underwear, soap and a torch to stay
safe and protected during the COVID-19 crisis.
They are also working to ensure Lebanese
nationals and women refugees have access to
safety, support and counselling if they are
going through gender-based violence.
The support for those experiencing domestic
violence includes enabling safe spaces for
women and girls to re-open, and remain open,
providing referrals and case management for
gender-based violence, and the provision of
legal aid.

https://events.humanitix.com/high-tea-at-chapman-s

Additionally, UN Women is providing livelihoods support – the provision of cash to
enable women to stay employed, female led
businesses to remain open and women to
continue working to meet the urgent needs
posed by the explosion.
If any reader would like to help by making a
donation, click on this icon—

PHOTO QUIZ—REMINDER!
Members, if you want to be in the fun, don’t
forget I need a childhood photo from you by 2
September! So far I have received only 8
which won’t really be much of a show. Dig out
those school day albums and get your pic to me
pronto! Thank you.

At the risk of showing our ages,
does anyone remember that old ad
for hair styling which went—
“WHICH TWIN HAS THE TONI”
Well, here we have a set of twins
and two Tonys!

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923
Email: secretary@zontaperthns.org.au
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