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A word from your PresidentA word from your PresidentA word from your President 

It has been a very 
busy time for our 
Club since the last 
Zontapreneur with 
this edition covering 
events in August and 
September. Our 
YWPA Award Dinner 
was a special Red 

Carpet Night. The same evening we also 
hosted presentation of the Area 3 Jane 
M. Klausman Women in Business   
Scholarship.  
 

It was indeed pleasing that eleven of 
our members were able to attend the 
Australia and New Zealand Centennial 
Anniversary Conference (combined  
Districts 16,22,23 and 24) in Brisbane   
6–8 September. 
 

The Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
South Bank, was an ideal venue for the 
850 Zontians and their guests who   
participated with much of the accom-
modation within walking distance.  
 

Congratulations to Conference Coordi-
nator, Naomi Reschke and her Team—all 
four District Governors, Treasurer Jill 
Lucht and Conference Secretary Jo   
Wittorff  (ZC of Bunbury) and others 

involved, who worked collaboratively 
and put in so much time to create a  
professional, challenging and yet relax-
ing conference experience for us all. 
 

Leading the Conference was Zonta  
International President, Dr Susanne von 
Bassewitz, who had travelled from   
Germany. She said how delighted she 
was to be in Brisbane and looked for-
ward to meeting, sharing and learning 
new ways to progress our Mission.  
 

The Program included some impressive 
speakers, eg. Dame Quentin Bryce AD 
CVO , Dame Therese Walsh DNZM, FCA  
(Opening Ceremony Keynote Speaker), 
Dr Airlie Chapman , twice recipient of an 
Amelia Earhart Fellowship, who holds a 

PhD in Aeronautics & Astronautics. She   
lectures in Mechatronics at Melbourne 
University and is an advocate for young 
women in science. Also Professor Lisa 
Harvey Smith who is the Australian 
Government’s Women in STEM Ambas-
sador. She has worked on the mega-
telescope project the Square Kilometre 
Array. What an amazing lady, an award 
winning astronomer with research    
interests in the birth and death of stars 
and super-massive black holes!  

 

We also heard from a panel 
comprising fourYWPA  recipi-
ents, a most interesting     
discussion about their career 
aspirations and what the 
Award has meant. Another 
high achiever who spoke was 
the 2018 ZI JMK Awardee.  
 

Other panels discussed     
violence against women,   
better opportunities for 
women in STEM careers, 

mental health issues especially in rural 
areas, and Zonta International projects 
to halt child or forced marriages and 
slave trafficking.  
 

 ...more over 
 

 

1919-2019 

YWPA Finalists Inspire GuestsYWPA Finalists Inspire GuestsYWPA Finalists Inspire Guests 

 
We were treated to another year of inspi-
rational young YWPA finalists at the Club’s 
annual Award Dinner on 14 August at 
“Ambrose Estate’  Wembley.   
 

Shown here L-R are Simran Vyas (Peter 
Moyes Anglican Community School), Keeley 
Sermon (Perth College) and Georgia Brice  
(St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School).  
 

All three more than adequately met the 
Award criteria with their commitment to 
volunteerism, leadership achievements and 
dedication to the advancement of the 
status of women. Judging—undertaken well 
before the Award night—was, as usual, an 
onerous task, but the panel finally settled 
on Simran as the Club’s 2019 Awardee.   
Read more about these students and the 
event in following pages. 

Alison, Susanne and Linda 
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Workshops covered public relations, 
membership, advocacy and leadership 
providing platforms for learning and the 
engagement of ideas.  
 

The Ceremony of Remembrance was 
tastefully done and gave members time 
to reflect on those Zontians who had 

passed away during the Biennium, 34 in 
all. There were three from WA—Sandie  
Affleck (Dunsborough), Josephine Spaull 
OAM (Bunbury) and our own Charter 
member Alma Dempsey.   
 

The Conference was a coming together 
of so many impressive women who  
support the values of empowerment 
and advocacy for women and children 
and who were moving their Districts 
forward into the next Biennium. It was 
also an opportunity for all four Districts 
to celebrate together Zonta Interna-
tional’s Centenary!  
 

It was such a lot of fun meeting so 
many Zontians at such a very well    
organised Conference and also enjoying 
such good times at the Friday night 
Cocktail Party and the Gala Dinner on 
Saturday night. 
 

Congratulations to the following      
successful West Australian candidates  
for 2020–2022—Governor-Elect Sandra 
Burns (Perth Club) Area 3 DirectorTyril 
Houghton (Bunbury Club) and one of 
three members of the Nominating  
Committee Alison Martin from our Club. 
 

We can look forward now to more 
Centenary events leading into Zonta’s   
actual birthday on 8 November. All Area 
3 clubs have embraced the opportunity 
to showcase ZI through some amazing  
initiatives. A schedule of these has been 
sent to all clubs so let’s make the most 
of the time left to celebrate this fantas-
tic milestone—after all, we owe it to our 
Founders! 
 

See you at our next dinner 
meeting on 2 October. Linda 

YWPA Awardee ProfileYWPA Awardee ProfileYWPA Awardee Profile 
Simran is a Year 12 Prefect, school   
Anglicare Ambassador, has raised over 
$600 for Street Connect (a homeless 
youth organisation), and participated in 
the annual Perth Stadium sleep-out. 
 

As an environmental advocate, Simran  
created a small organisation called “Our 
Blue Earth” which involves collecting 
rubbish off various beaches.  At a     
Rotary sponsored State Public Speaking 
Competition she spoke about the dire 
environmental issues we face.  She also 
competed in the “Perth Hackathon” and 
lunched at Parliament House where she 
spoke about current youth issues with 
the Minister of Youth Affairs. 
 

Simran aspires to be a veterinarian and 
would like to volunteer for “Women for 
Women International “ (a non-profit 
humanitarian organisation that provides 
practical and moral support to women 
survivors of war). 
 

Here is some of Simran’s presentation— 
 

“I feel empowered! 
 

To truly understand why, today, I can stand 
up in front of everyone here and say this 
with confidence and belief; I must take you 
back to my roots. I was born in India, in to 
an amazing family, I was lucky and I still 
am. You see, in India and in fact many  
developing countries today, when a child is 
born, if it is a boy, he is celebrated, but if 
she is a girl, the family feels shame. Well, 
when I was born, my entire family cele-
brated. ,,,,,,,,they created my foundation of 
love for everyone, courage to not fit the 
stereotypical ideals of society, and give 
support.  
 

When I was writing this speech, I thought 
of many women, fighting for different        
passions, but there was one woman, who 
stood out. Her name is Sejal Vyas, and she 
is my mother. Ever since I was young, my 
mother has sacrificed so much to give me 
opportunities and experiences that have 
shaped my life. She and my dad moved us to 
Australia so that I could have an education 
that she was never able to receive at my 
age. My mother is my biggest inspiration, 
she is my rock and I would not be here 
speaking to all of you if it were not for her 
dedication, strength and utmost support for 
my dreams and my aspirations.  
 

When I was just 10 years old, my father 
passed. This was our toughest time. After 
fifteen years of marriage, my mother lost 
her best friend and truelove, but this was 
also the beginning of her empowerment 
story. She is strong, but still loving and 
caring and she never made me feel like I 
was missing all this love. She is the most 
hardworking person I have ever met.     
Currently she is studying nursing, whilst 
also working full-time as a carer at our 
local aged care. I am inspired everyday by 
her strength and the fact that she never 
gives up on anything. This is a woman, 
empowered… My mother has supported me 
through everything. She taught me not to be 
ruled by fear of oneself or others, she 
taught me to be confident and she taught 
me to live life truly like the sky wasn’t even 
the limit.  
 

I feel empowered! 
 

Inspired to promote change. Currently 130 
million girls do not get an education; they 
do not receive the opportunities and experi-
ences that allow their potential to shine. 
This is a global crisis! Because education is 
a basic human right. My mother never   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
received the chance to explore her potential 
until now, and that is why I will never take 
education for granted.  Because it is power-
ful and empowering. I believe that empow-
erment through education is the key to 
unlocking the potential of millions of beau-
tiful, kind, talented minds. By empowering 
these women, we open new doors to      
humanity’s future.  
 

New discoveries, new platforms for explo-
ration, new perspectives… this is what 
these women have to offer, and so much 
more. If every single woman in this room 
can empower those around her and set off a 
chain reaction of kindness, compassion, 
support and love, we will be able to reach 
every single one of those 130 million girls, 
so that they can feel they are worth fighting 
for, so that they can feel like they have a 
place and purpose in this world. 
 

Someone once said, “Women are the    

largest untapped reservoir of talent in the 
world” —its only time we realised it!  
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Georgia Brice has been 
an active leader in her 
school community 
since she was 11. She 
was Assembly Captain 
in Year 6, Class Cap-
tain in Year 7 and 
Community House 

Captain in Years 8 and 
10.  She is currently 

Community  Captain for 
her House in which she chose Austra-
lia’s National Mental Health Founda-
tion, Headspace, for her senior school 
to support, raising awareness and funds.  
 

In July 2016 Georgia represented    
Australia at the Miss Teen Australia 
International charity-based pageant in 
Jacksonville, Florida. In the Miss Teen 
Galaxy Australia pageant in 2018, she 
fundraised for the Children’s Hospital at 
Westmead, Sydney; Make A Wish Aus-
tralia and Headspace. She volunteers 
with Friends of Trigg Bushland! 
 

Here’s a little of Georgia’s presentation. 
 

“Born into a life of poverty, conflict and 
instability, Ferial Youakim was welcomed 
into the world in a refugee camp in Mar 
Elias, Lebanon. After migrating to Austra-
lia as a 17-year-old, Ferial decided not to 
let her identity as a refugee define her,  
despite the negative connotations often 
associated with the term. Nonetheless, 

Ferial is the woman who inspires me the 
most due to her incredible character 
strength, perseverance and determination.  
 

Despite an impoverished and unsafe child-
hood, Ferial is a strong, kind and motiva-
tional woman. Ferial shared that, “It’s very 
sad what I went through, but I question why 
….. I believe we all experience hardship to 
make us who we are today.” Not only does 
Ferial show great optimism and humility, 
she also shows gratitude for the misfortunes 
which she has been able to not only over-
come, but utilise as motivation, in order to 
achieve her goals and aspirations in life, 
including writing a novel titled “Beyond 
Beauty”, in the hope of helping others who 
have experienced bullying. 
 

Along with her strong value of service to 
others, Ferial also strongly values human 
rights—Ferial shared, “Australia was the 
first country that I’d ever held citizenship 
in, and it was the first country to grant me 
basic human rights. Ferial’s everlasting 
appreciation for her human rights in Aus-
tralia inspires me to be grateful for the 
privileges which I have been granted as an 
Australian citizen. 
 

Ferial’s influential voice has been an   
incredible advocate for others, in particu-
lar, in her role as Australia’s first ambassa-
dor for the United Nation’s Relief and 
Works Agency, in which she is a ‘voice for 
Palestinian refugees’. Ferial was aided by 

the United Nations in a refugee camp and 
wants to give back to that organisation. 
 

When I was thirteen years old, I was fortu-
nate to meet Ferial as I competed in the 
teen division of the Australian International 
pageants. Throughout my time as Miss Teen 
Australia International 2016, I discovered 
that Ferial is a woman who’s bursting with 
purpose and remarkably transparent     
values. Ferial emphasised to me that we 
need to be ourselves, and not only that, we 
need to learn to value ourselves and love 
ourselves for who we are. I believe Ferial’s 
message needs to be communicated more 
frequently. Women still need to be made 
aware of how to value themselves as we, 
too often, underestimate our abilities and 
lower our self-worth.  
 

I was inspired to believe that I am capable 
of achieving my goals. I am now liberated 
to pursue my passion in psychology and 
mental well-being; I am empowered to be a 
role model for other young Australian 
women….above all, I now value myself.  
 

I live in the hope that empowering, motiva-
tional and inspiring women like Ferial, 
continue to extend their infinitely powerful 
messages throughout our world, and that 
my generation of young women can live in 
their legacy. In this way, we can spread 
love, joy, compassion and empathy 
throughout our communities, cities, nation 
and the globe.”  

More from our Finalists ...More from our Finalists ...More from our Finalists ... 

Our third inspiring young Finalist was 
Keeley Sermon.  Keeley is the school’s 
Debating Vice Captain, has been       
involved in SCRAM, Tournament of 
Minds, Aurecon Bridge Building and 
National Science Challenge. She is also 
a Volunteer Manager at dance school, 
managing 600 students between 3—12 
through rehearsals and performances. 
 

Keeley was sponsored by Rotary to  
attend the National Youth Science   
Forum and attended the London Inter-
national Science Forum in July. She 
spent two weeks at St Catherine’s    
College at Oxford Royale Program   
taking courses at university level. 
 

It was a toss up between her Mum and 
Hermione Granger but Keeley chose 
her Mum as the person who most     
inspires her. Here’s what she had to say. 
 
 

“My mum’s pretty cool. She used to be an 
accountant but now she’s a stay-at-home 
mum, author, all-inclusive taxi and laundry 
service and counsellor. Every day I learn 
something new about how amazing she is or 
was in her former businesswoman life - and 
its knowing these things that motivate me to 
make her proud. 

The other day I asked her as we walked 
past this pink power-suit if I could rock it. 
She said sure, and while the jury is still out 
on whether I suit pink - she told me that she 
used to have a Versace magenta power suit 
with blue piping. It’s the little things like 
that which inspire most. I’ve noticed more 
and more as I get older that we’re more 
similar than either of us would like to admit 
- and its more than our obsession with 
books and nerdy things. 
 

On the topics of books, Hermione Granger 
was who I turned to when I needed to be 
reminded that being nerdy was cool. I 
started loving my wavy hair because it was 
just like hers and dressed up as her for 
book day. I’ve demonstrated a similar   
pattern of over-commitment - but I don’t 
have a time turner - and I’d like to think a 
similar commitment to my studies. These 
little things combined were enough to give 
me the confidence to be authentically me - 
to embrace loving the things that I love. 
 

These women were who I turned to when I 
needed permission to be as hard-working 
and nerdy and over-committed as I am now. 
 

So to take you on a journey of what I think 
are the most important things I’ve learnt 
from these people, I’m going to take you 
through four quotes from the Harry Potter 

series that embody these 
lessons because my mum 
is kind of like my    
Dumbledore. 
 

One. The world isn’t 
split into good people 
and death eaters, 
we’ve all got both light 
and dark inside us. 
What matters is the part 
we choose to act on. That’s 
who we really are. 
 

My mum has taught me that no matter what 
a person does to you, you can always 
choose to act in kindness. She recommends 
to ‘smile and wave’ - they’ll be confused at 
first, but one day they just might wave back. 
 

Two. Dark and difficult times lie ahead. 
Soon we must all face the choice between 
what is right and what is easy. 
 

This lesson is most important to me right 
now. I just got back from the London Inter-
national Youth Science Forum and against 
all the advice they give in Year 12, I missed 
2 weeks of school. The next lesson is about 
how I went about that but for now when 
faced with the choice between something I 
knew I wanted, would be incredible for my  
future and that I could do if I worked really 
 

More over…. 
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hard, and missing out because it would be 
easier - my mum gave me the confidence to 
pick what was right. She has helped remind 
me every day that to get what I want out of 
life I need to be prepared to do more than 
what everyone else does out of convenience. 
 
 

Three. Working hard is important, but 
there is something that matters even more: 
believing in yourself. 
 

This goes back to how I’ve gone about  
always trying to make the right, but harder, 
choices. My mum has always pushed me to 
work hard and I know that its super impor-
tant that I do to get anywhere - she’s an 
example of where working hard can get you 

anything. But, she’s also always made sure 
that I believe that working hard can do that 
for me. I’ve been able to build my own self-
belief and self-worth just by seeing her do 
it. Everyone who heard I was going to miss 
2 weeks of school warned me off - but mum 
made it clear that if I said that I could work 
hard to catch up, if I believed in the power 
of me, she would support me in anything. 
 
 

Four. It is our choices that show us what 
we truly are far more than our abilities. 
 

Finally, this one has always been a pretty 
big one. That we are the culmination of the 
choices we make and the impact we have 
so, so much more than we are defined by 
how smart or sporty or artistic we are. 

What my mum has taught me is, that even if 
you want to be exactly what the world says 
you are supposed to be, that you need to be 
better at that than anybody could ever 
imagine.” 
 

What another amazing three finalists—
all very different characters but each 
with incredible values and determina-
tion to be themselves.  They are all  
winners in our eyes and we congratu-
late them all on their achievements.  
 

We look forward to remaining in touch 
and hope that they will visit our Club at 
one of our events or meetings in the 
future. 

The 14 August 2019 was certainly a 
night to remember for our Club with 
129 guests joining the ‘party’ to cele-
brate Zonta International’s and Kott 
Gunning Lawyers’ 100 Year Anniver-
saries. Shown cutting the cake are    
L-R—Emma Leys (Managing Partner 
Kott Gunning Lawyers), Linda Tinning 
(PNS President) and ZI Director from 
the ZC of Perth, Judy Gorton. Their 
smiling countenances certainly epito-
mised the evening’s atmosphere! 
 

As well as announcing our Club’s 
YWPA Awardee for 2019, Area 3 
Director Faith O’Brien also presented 
the Area’s Jane M. Klausman Women 
in Business Scholarship winnerEloise 
Ireland with her certificate. We wrote 
about Eloise in the July newsletter, 
but she was thrilled that husband 
Andrew was able to attend the dinner 
for the presentation.   
 

Club members were also thrilled that a 
number of past awardees and finalists 
were able to attend the celebrations. In 
fact, our very first YWPA Awardee in 

1992 and subsequent 
Area 3 Awardee—

Gillian Wong—flew 
from Melbourne for 
the occasion.  
 

Gillian has come a 
long way since 1992, 
for some 11 years 

now living and work-
ing in a legal capacity 

in Melbourne for a large 
Australian gold producer.  

 

Another ‘long lost’ Awardee and last 
minute attendee was Bridget Curran . 
Bridget was our 1997 YWPA recipient 
with whom we lost contact.  It’s no 
wonder we lost track of her as she’s 
been travelling the world following her 

anthropology passion. She is also now a 
film maker and has written a book. 
Amazing stuff, so we might call on 

Bridget some time in the 
future to guest speak at 

one of our meetings! 
 

Our aim was to invite 
as many people as 
possible to this     
special dinner—past 

awardees, former 
members, other Zonta 

Clubs, District Officers, 
Kott Gunning staff, councillors, parlia-
mentarians, friends, supporters and  
others. We were not disappointed as all 
sectors were represented.  
 

This celebratory event would have to 
be our best ever. The room was aglow 
with 16 tables colourfully adorned with 
posies of bright yellow flowers and tea 
lights which certainly set the scene for 
such a celebration. Anniversary cookies, 

supplied by Kott Gunning, and napkin 
tags added a nice touch to the room’s 
ambience. 
 

A welcome word from our President 
and Acknowledgement of Country 
commenced proceedings with a video 
clip taking guests back to Zonta’s 
beginnings. Emma Leys (Managing 
Partner of Kott Gunning Lawyers) 
spoke about their 100 year anniver-
sary and long-standing support as 
Event Partners of the Award Dinner.  

 

ZI Director Judy Gorton , after helping 
cut the cake, proposed the 100-Year 
Toast to Zonta International and so the 
show was off and running! 

Dual 100 Years & More Worth Celebrating!Dual 100 Years & More Worth Celebrating!Dual 100 Years & More Worth Celebrating! 
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More of the celebrations …More of the celebrations …More of the celebrations …   

Unfortunately last year’s Awardee—

Samantha Hackman who is spending a 
gap year in the UK, couldn’t be with us. 
However, parents Nola and Duncan and 
younger sister Hayley Rose, did attend. 
Nola spoke on behalf of Sam and 
showed a short video clip. Nola is 

shown here (l) with MC extraordinaire—
Dr Demelza Ireland (our 1996 Awardee). 
This year Demelza brought her family 
along—husband Greg and daughters 
Meg (12) and Molly (10). Coincidentally 
it was Molly’s birthday so she revelled 
in the atmosphere!  
 

All smiles, Kott Gunning staff enjoying the celebrations, two of whom—Sophia (a 

2015 YWPA Finalist) and Maddy (2017 Awardee), are working at KG. And below, 
“anyone for tennis?”.  New member at left Chris Tapley with friends having a great 
time of it. You’re an ‘ace’ Chris coercing your friends to come along to our events! 

Sophia 

Maddy 

At left two former members, Anastasia Maslij 
and Maria Freiberg  looking particularly chuffed 
having just won raffle prizes! Both keep in touch 
by attending Club functions from time to time 
which is so nice. We’d love you to come more! Previous awardees and finalists were 

happy to be photographed with this 
year’s finalists—proud Mums below.  

What a diverse group of young women and 
how grateful PNS is that they came to the 
Award evening and to celebrate Zonta’s 100 
years of empowering women! Actually, they 
have all been empowered through these 
Awards and getting to know Zontians and we 
look forward to keeping in touch with them. 

Above we have three lovely teal adorned ZC of 
Bunbury members who got into the swing of 
the colour theme—L-R: Jo Wittorff, Ellen Cox 
and President, Beth Talbot. 
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At right and proud supporters of this 
year’s Awardee Simran were Karen 
Swain and Lucy Banks. 

Club member Connie (centre r), our 
Birthing Kits Coordinator, was 
pleased two of her friends could 
attend—Manijeh and Anna. Anna 
(far right) was a huge help at the 
last kit day ensuring helpers were 
fed and watered between breaks. 

Page 6  

Hon. Donna Faragher MLC, Linda Tinning  
(President) and Jean  Wyder  (Chairman of 
the Service Committee) responsible for 
coordinating the Awards and presenta-
tion dinner. 
 

How does the old saying go—It’s no show 
without Punch? Our Club’s Punch is Sue 
Pertilé  whose enthusiasm for our young 
awardees has no bounds! She would love 
to have them all as her daughters and 
espouses their virtues at every opportu-
nity. Here she is giving some background 
to the award process and the finalists. 
 

We received many good wishes from 
friends and supporters who, for various 
reasons were unable to attend. However, 
long time supporter Bradley Greenslade 
wasn’t going to miss his 30th year of 
award dinners!  Thank you Bradley—such 
amazing support of our Club and Zonta. 

and more of the celebrations …and more of the celebrations …and more of the celebrations …   
   

Here we have L-R:  Wendy Dowling (PNS 
Vice-President), your Editor Dawn, The  

Largely due to the    
tyranny of distance, time 
constraints and events 
happening across the 
District, many Zontians 
from other Areas were 
not able to join us but 
sent messages of       
support.  Our D23 Lt 
Governor, Sandra Burns being a member 
of the Perth Club was present. Sandra is 
a very active and enthusiastic Zontian 
and loves nothing more than attending 
other club functions. No doubt she will 
do a fabulous job when she takes up the 
role of D23 Governor next July. 
 
 

Emma Leys and her 
Kott Gunning staff had a 
great night too celebrat-
ing their own 100th 
Anniversary. It was   
special that we were 
able to combine these 
milestone events      
although both birthdays 
occur later in the year. 

Our Club is so grateful for KG’s  
support which we have enjoyed for 
the past eight years. Emma has assured 
us they are happy to continue this for 
the foreseeable future as they consider 
our association one of mutual benefit—
we certainly do. With a couple of     
former young YWPA women now in 
their ranks, at this stage, we feel we are 
inextricably linked! 
 

Of course the event would not have 
been possible without the support of 
many. Our Service Committee, led by 
Jean, plan and coordinate the whole 
affair, literally closing off one year and 
starting the next. Kaye Metaxas took on 
the very onerous task of managing the 
guest list, liaising with the venue, room 
layout and seating plan—a huge task. 
Members of the PR team promoted the 
event, produced the Award certificates 
and followed up with the media, the 
Fundraising Committee oversaw the 
raffle and Genevieve designed the table 
decorations. Other members assisted as 
and when required. All in all, a great 
team effort. 

As well, we have to thank the guests 
who accepted our invitation and whose 
presence contributed immensely to the 
evening’s success. It was truly a night of 
celebration. PNS are certainly gloating 
in the aftermath!   
 

Being Zonta International’s Centenary 
year gave us the momentum to create 
something special for this year’s Award 
Dinner. From the feedback received we 
believe we definitely achieved this. But 
there are more celebrations to come 
within our own Club and through the 
events of other clubs in our Area. It just 
seems to be one big party and we know 
how Zontians like to party! 

Below some of Linda’s guests including 
back row left Rosemary Donovan  (ZC 
Swan Hills) and right, daughter Marina.  
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As our association with the young  
business women at ECU Joondalup is 
growing, our Club wishes to support 
them as much as possible. We have 
offered, once again, to assist with a 
small sponsorship with regards an event 
they are holding on 2 October.  

Unfortunately the date clashes with 
our dinner meeting but we would like to 
promote this to our readers. Last year’s 
event, attended by Linda and myself, 
was very worthwhile as we found the 
networking stimulating and the speaker 
presentations very informative.  

If you would like to take advantage of 
an opportunity to talk to current and 
future leaders from diverse back-
grounds and to gain valuable insights  
from speakers taking part in a panel 
discussion, click here for full details and 
to book your place.   

This group of young dynamic women is 
worth supporting as they work towards      
empowering other female students to 
pursue their career aspirations.  

You might remember reading that two 
of these young women (Eloise and   
Kerran) have won Zonta Awards related 
to the Jane M. Klausman Women in 
Business Scholarship. 
 

On that note, President Linda and new 
member Bev McNamara (our Club’s 
JMK Scholarship coordi-
nator) met with the 2019 
ECU Women in Business 
Leadership Team on 8 
August. Linda said— 
 

“As usual it is a pleasure 
to meet these pro-active 
students and have a good 
chat about the progress of 
their student club.”  
 

PNS is supporting the 
coming networking func-
tion as Bronze Sponsors 
and we wish the students 
all the best for another 
successful evening. 
 

Shown below back row L-R are Bev and 
Linda and in the front L-R Nina Dalchow 
(President), Eloise Ireland (2019 Vice-
President) and Kerran Olson (2018 Vice
-President). 
 

We look forward to furthering our  
association with this student body. 

ECU Business Women Event 
 

Former member, who transferred to 
the ZC of Bunbury a short time ago, 
Jenny Gleeson, has just launched her 
first book— 
 
 

‘Personalities in the Classroom’. 
 

As one attendee shared—“I’ve got three 
children and now I understand why they 
are so different!”.   

Jenny explained the book is not just for 
teachers— 

“This resource is dedicated to all teach-
ers, youth workers, social workers and 
adults who are seeking to make genuine 
connections with young people and 
assist them with understanding them-
selves and others more effectively.”   

Jenny is the creator of 
‘LIFEWORX4ME’ and 
‘CAREERSWORX4ME’, a 
series of workshops  
designed to assist young 
people understand 
themselves and their 
preferences through 
personality types. These 
workshops have a spe-
cific focus on relation-
ships, study preferences 
and career pathway 
planning. 
 

The book is easy to read 
and explores her four 

personality types— 
 

 ‘Planner’ 
 ‘Performer’  
 ‘People Person’ , and  
 ‘Straight Shooter’.  

If you would like to purchase a book(s) 
email Jenny at— 
 
 

jenny@lifeworx.com.au  
 
 

or to find out more about Lifeworx and 
her workshops, check out the website 
here.  Well worth a look! 
 

Jenny’s clients are wide and varied and 
speak highly of her skills in presenting 
excellent outcomes for those involved. 
They range from educational institu-
tions, engineering firms, disability and 
human resource managers, to many 
other groups.  Her Mission states— 
 
 

Working with you to create an envi-
ronment that is productive, perform-
ing at its peak and making a profit. 
Your most valuable assets are your 
people – capitalise on them! 

Personalities Plus! 

http://www.ticketebo.com.au/ecu-women-in-business/celebrating-women-in-leadership.html
https://lifeworx.com.au/
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Zonta Australia and New Zealand Centennial Conference 

Combined Australia & New Zealand District Conference in Brisbane 6-8 September 

What a pleasant meeting we had in 
Brisbane when we met with former 
member Danielle Gallegos. Danielle and 

husband Simon moved to Queensland 
quite some years ago pursuing their 
fields of work. At that time their three 
children were at primary school—all 
very much grown up now in their mid-

twenties (how does that make us feel!!). 
 

Danielle, now a Professor, is the disci-
pline leader for Nutrition and Dietetics  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and the Director of International      
Engagement and Recruitment within 
the School of Exercise and Nutrition 
Sciences at Queensland University of 
Technology. She is currently leading 

work with Vietnamese colleagues which   
entails overseas travel.  One of the  
Awards received related to services in 
nutrition and dietetics in Ho Chi Minh 
City.   
 

Danielle has written or co-authored a 
number of papers dealing with nutrition 
and is currently principal supervisor for 
a number of PhD and Masters students. 
 

What a journey she’s had since she left 
WA but meeting with her before the 
Conference left us in no doubt that she 
hasn’t changed one bit!  It was so nice 
to be able to catch up with all her news 
although some of our longer standing 
members keep in touch via social     
media. 
 

Danielle still has a ‘soft spot’ for Zonta 
but career and family have taken prece-
dence as you will glean from a peep at 
her profile here.  If and when she gets 
back to Perth, we will look forward to 
her joining us at a meeting or event. 
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Conference Catchup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Our mob’  all decked out at the Gala 
Dinner with ZI President Susanne von 
Bassewitz who was in great demand for 
group photos. Susanne was always   
approachable and charming and never 
seemed to tire of meeting and talking to 
Zontians. It was a great privilege to 
meet her and to know that we have 
such an impassioned leader. Here’s an 
extract from her message— 
 

“At Conferences we meet with many 
great members, get inspired by them and 
feel the power of our worldwide organi-
zation. Our actions and donations touch 
other women’s lives. And, again, it is the 

individual that experiences the empower-
ment. It is encapsulated in the proud 
smile and confident poise of Nabeela, a 
woman from Syria who I met in Za’atari. 
 

Nabeela had been confined to her house 
for almost her entire life until, in a camp 
for 80,000 refugees in the northeast of 
Jordan, she acquired weaving skills. She 
is now teaching others, makes some 
money and has turned around her posi-
tion in the family. 
 

This was made possible through a pro-
gram that deserves its name: Oasis. Like       
a vibrant water spring in the desert, it 
enables blossoming and growth.         

Together, as Zontians, we have been 
funding this program for more than a 
year now.” 
 

Hearing stories like this reminds us why 
we are Zontians. Think of the joy we are 
giving this woman and how we have 
changed her life. In our comfortable 
lives, we can’t imagine how destitute, 
desperate and lonely Nabeela would 
have felt.   
 

ZI has committed US$1M to the United 
Nations to improve Syrian refugee and 
Jordanian women’s access to sustain-
able and decent employment. You can 
read the full story here. 

https://staff.qut.edu.au/staff/danielle.gallegos
https://foundation.zonta.org/Eid-bi-Eid
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more from the Conference …more from the Conference …more from the Conference …   

Dame Quentin Bryce AD CVD—and 
Honorary Zontian—was interviewed 

 

Andrew Denton style which gave the 
audience a great insight into her life. 
She reflected on her Governor-General 
role and the travels and people she met 
and what a treat that was for us.  
 

During her tenure she 
received many letters 
and responded with 
handwritten notes. She 
was so touched that 
she put the collection 
together in a book, on 
sale at the Conference 
with proceeds going to 
the Zonta Foundation. 

Gala dinners are always fun and a time 
to take a break from business sessions. 
It also gives us time to meet and mix 
with other Zontians—this time across 
four Districts, in a relaxed atmosphere.  

We were saddened that our District 
Governor Jane Adornetto (after putting 
in so much work) couldn’t attend      
because of an unfortunate fall which 
landed her in hospital. However, she 
was, no doubt, kept in the loop via 
many calls and social media. Best 
wishes for a speedy recovery were sent 
from the Conference and we hope she 
is, by now, recuperating well. 
 

Our District would have done Jane 
proud with 192 attending and 53 from 
Area 3 who had the most distance to 
travel!  ‘First Timers’ should now be 
hooked and looking to Convention in 
Chicago July 2020! 
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Members continue to enjoy a potpourri 
of events some of which are designed 
to bolster our coffers, others purely to 
enable more of a social gathering. Two 
of the more recent ones were the High 
Tea at Chapmans and the‘Zocial’, the 
latter the brainchild of our Membership 
Committee who feel members don’t 
have enough opportunities to enjoy 
each others company in an informal and   
relaxed atmosphere. 
 

Chapman’s Boutique was, again, highly  
successful netting us ~$785 towards 
the next Birthing Kit Day.  A big thanks 
to those who helped in any way as it 
certainly was a team effort led by 
Wendy Dowling, Chair of the Fundrais-
ing Committee. Also, our lovely Club 
members who modelled with great style 
a range of outfits. Thank you to all the 
raffle donors and Kath and Leanne who 
do a great job of the organization. As 
Kath commented—“We have it down to 
a fine art now!”.  With 14 prizes not 
many guests left disappointed! 

Last Sunday many of us, and partners, 
enjoyed a lovely afternoon at Liz and 
Steve’s gorgeous home sipping wine 
and eating delicious and mouth-
watering snacks, like this bowl of straw-

berries supplied by Marie—shown here 
with Genevieve’s husband Allan. 

Relaxed and 
enjoying them-
selves are L-R: 
Connie, Jean 
and hubby 
Peter and our 
‘Hostess with 
the Mostest’, 
Liz. 
 

It was unfortu-
nate that most 
of our new 
members were 

unable to attend because of other com-
mitments but the rest of us had a great 

time! The Membership Team of  
Liz, June, Kaye, Letitia, Marie and 
Vicki, are exceptional members. 
As Chairman Liz said— 
 

“Thanks to my amazing Commit-
tee for always going above and 
beyond in their efforts in every-
thing they do.”  
 

The rest of us can certainly 
vouch for the scrummy eats they 
provided and the setting, on such 
a stunning Spring day, was abso-
lutely sublime! I say, bring on the 
next one (Ed).  

Around the Club 

All decked out in their little black numbers and enjoying the Gala Dinner, we have  
L-R: Vicki, Genevieve, Shelley and Irene.  

Another treat—commemorative cupcakes! 
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more Club news ….more Club news ….more Club news ….   
 

Connie has just 
reported that the 
birthing kits we 
assembled back in 
June at ECU’s 
School of Nursing 
& Midwifery, were 
distributed to a 
number of field 

partners across African countries, ie 
Cameroon, DR Congo, Nigeria, Tanzania 
and Uganda. 
 

These kits will assist women living in 
and facing the most challenging circum-
stances when they give birth.  If any 
reader would like to donate towards our 
next assembly day, please use this link. 
 
 

We are pleased to announce that the 
Champagne Tasting  event, postponed 
earlier because of venue renovations, is 
up and running!  This will take place on 
Sunday November 10 . Once again, Liz’s 
husband Steve, an accredited ‘Master of 
Champagne’ , will give an in-depth  
presentation on the subject while 
guests sample several varieties of this 
famous and ever popular tipple!   
Besides, it will be another ‘excuse’ to 

celebrate Zonta’s 100th Anniversary 
being so close to the actual date, and 
what better way than with champagne! 
 
 

We are giving you early notice as this 
was a very well attended event last time 
so places will fill early.  Bookings can be 
made via this link. 

STATE GOVERNMENT RECEPTIONSTATE GOVERNMENT RECEPTIONSTATE GOVERNMENT RECEPTION   

The Minister for Women’s Interests, the 
Hon. Simone McGurk MLA has invited a         
number of Area 3 Zontians to attend a 
State Government Reception at Parlia-
ment House on 31 October. This will be 
in recognition of Zonta International’s 
Centenary. 
 

A restricted list of names—chosen by 
each of the clubs—has been forwarded 
to the Minister’s Office. Once arrange-
ments are finalised further instructions  
will be sent re timing, parking, dress 
code and other protocols. 

 

Also, at a time near to the Anniversary 
date, the Minister intends to make a 
statement in Parliament regarding 
Zonta’s 100 years of service. As the 
Minister for Child Protection; Women's 
Interests; Prevention of Family and  
Domestic Violence and Community  
Services, her portfolio fits well with 
Zonta’s mission and so we look forward 
to hearing what she has to say. 
 

In the meantime, we can look forward 
to joining her and others on Thursday 
31 October at Parliament House. 
 

 

If Irene offers to give 
you a lift, make sure 
she brings her big car 
and not her Matchbox 
sporty job! How did I 
get in? With great 
difficulty! It was a 
case of which bit went 
in first—it would have 
been a breeze for my 
half sister!!  

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE   
Another opportunity to celebrate the     Another opportunity to celebrate the     Another opportunity to celebrate the     
CentenaryCentenaryCentenary———this time with Zontiansthis time with Zontiansthis time with Zontians   

   from the Bunbury Club.from the Bunbury Club.from the Bunbury Club.   

BIRTHDAYS ABLAZE!BIRTHDAYS ABLAZE!BIRTHDAYS ABLAZE!   

   

   

   

We have so many birthdays to celebrate we 
might have to engage the fire service!  
 

Best wishes to Robbie (23 Sept), Merilyn (6 
Oct), Kath (10 Oct), Liz (16 Oct), Kaye (18 
Oct) and Wendy (21 Oct). Another year 
shot to pieces, but the alternative doesn’t 
bear thinking about! 

They’re off and 
racing again! 
Yes, the ZC of 
Dunsborough 
is holding its 
annual        
Melbourne 
Cup Day and 
ZI Centennial 

Celebration on Tuesday 5 November. 
Early notice you say? Well, no, as this 
event is so popular places go as fast as 
‘Winx’ and people are left disappointed. 
 

If you would like to join Club member 
Marion, who has reserved two tables of 
10, contact her pronto. At this stage she 
has 7 places left—first in best dressed. 
 

It’s a great day out, fabulous food, prizes 
and the best company, with all proceeds 
going to Zonta projects and programs.  

 
 
 
 

Nominees are being sought for these 
awards which close on 31 October. For 
criteria and other information, please visit 
the City of Stirling website here. 
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Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

https://www.zontaperthns.org.au/donate/
https://events.humanitix.com.au/french-champagne-tasting
https://www.stirling.wa.gov.au/landing-pages/community-citizen-of-the-year-awards?utm_source=City+of+Stirling&utm_campaign=785dc5152f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_22_04_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fc3d0ad93c-785dc5152f-166736269

