
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 

 Volume 16, Issue 12 July 2017 

 

A word from your ViceA word from your ViceA word from your Vice---PresidentPresidentPresident 

I know  that  my open-
ing  lines will sound 
like the beginning of 
a novel because as 
you are reading my 

words I will not be in 
Perth, but travelling in 

Europe.  As Acting Presi-
dent this month, I am contributing 
some words for our President Vicki as 
she and husband David are currently 
on a great road trip through the 
northern parts of Australia. We will  
enjoy hearing about their trip when 
they return. 
 

One of the great strengths of our 
Zonta Club is the way members step 
up and support each other in so many 
ways as we endeavour to carry out 
our respective roles. Special thanks to 
Kath Snashall who has agreed to    
support Treasurer Merilyn Ide when 
she is away travelling.  As members, 
we endeavour to do our best, but we 
all have very busy lives, and for a lot 
of us, travelling is part of our great 
enjoyment of life.  It is good to know 
that in our absence Club business 
flows along very well.  
 

In order to ensure the smooth transi-
tion of Committee and Executive 
roles, we have adopted the practice 
of documenting these tasks, with   
annual reviews and updates. These 
administrative ‘manuals’ serve as   
references and help members under-
stand the various roles and responsi-
bilities if and when called upon to  
undertake any of these duties. 
 

Special thanks to June Fowler and  
Merilyn for streamlining some of our  
financial processes and Treasurer’s 
reports. Also, thank you to June and  
Graeme Jennings at Accru Perth 
Chartered Accountants for their pro 
bono work in auditing our annual  
accounts.  
 

It  was great to celebrate our Club’s  
36th  Birthday at the June Dinner  
Meeting.  Charter Member Alma 
Dempsey and our newest inductee—
Connie Coltrona cut the cake which 
has become a lovely Club tradition.  
 

I really enjoyed presiding over the 
June meeting as it is so nice being 
able to celebrate with enthusiasm all 
our personal and Club milestones.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am sure that it will be an extra     
special occasion in 2019 when we 
celebrate worldwide Zonta’s 100th 
year!  What a milestone that will be. 
 

The English author John Ruskin said 
that “a man wrapped up in himself 
makes a very small parcel”.   However, 
there are so many wonderful, gener-
ous and beautifully wrapped large 
parcels in our Zonta Club helping to 
make the world a much better 
place.  
 

 

A Date to MakeA Date to MakeA Date to Make———YWPA Gala NightYWPA Gala NightYWPA Gala Night   
 

Linda Tinning 
Acting President 

The Club is set for another 
Gala evening on Wednesday 
2 August when it will announce 
the winner of this year’s 
YWPA Award. Invitations have 
already been sent out so it is 
time to make your booking—
how to? —details on the flyer! 

Kott Gunning Lawyers are again sponsoring the 

event and we look forward to continuing this 
association.  Our YWPA Committee have    

chosen the three finalists who will each speak 

about the woman who most inspires them. 

Join us on 2 August to make this evening another outstanding success. 
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More Awards in our midstMore Awards in our midstMore Awards in our midst   

Members of Zonta International’s  
United Nations Committee in New York 
will be attending the High-Level Political 
Forum (HLPF) in New York between 10-
19 July.  The HLPF is responsible for the 
follow-up and review of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and Sustainable Development Goals. 
 

The Forum’s theme this year is— 
“Eradicating poverty and promoting pros-
perity in a changing world” with a focus 
on the following goals— 
 

1. Goal 1—End poverty in all its forms 
everywhere. 

2. Goal 2—End hunger and achieve food 
security and improved nutrition and 
promote sustainable agriculture. 

3. Goal 3—Ensure healthy lives and   
promote well-being for all at all ages. 

4. Goal 5—Achieve gender equality and 
empower all women and girls. 

5. Goal 9—Build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation. 

6. Goal 14—Conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and marine     
resources for sustainable develop-
ment.  

 

This year, 44 countries volunteered to 
present their national voluntary reviews 
to the HLPF. 
 

In this regard, ZI prepared a statement 
on the contributions of ZI and Zonta  
clubs to the implementation of the   
Sustainable Development Goals. You 
can read ZI’s report here on what is  
being achieved with regards Goal 5, the 
goal that we are focusing on principally. 
 

Some of the actions being taken by ZI 
and Zonta clubs re Goal 5 are— 
 

 Eliminating all forms of violence 
against women and girls. The ZONTA 
says NO campaign was launched in 
2012 for this. 

 

 Eliminating all harmful practices, such 
as child, early and forced marriage. 

 Ensuring universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health and reproduc-
tive rights. 

 

 Enhancing the use of enabling technol-
ogy, in particular information and 
communications technology, to pro-
mote the empowerment of women. 

 

 Adopting and strengthening sound 
policies and enforceable legislation for 
the promotion of gender equality and 
the empowerment of all women and 
girls at all levels. 

 

Other Sustainable Development Goals 
on which ZI is focusing are— 
 

Goal 4—Ensuring inclusive and quality 
education for all. 
Goal 8—Promote inclusive and sustain-
able economic growth, employment and   
decent work for all. 
 

ZI has a number of new and on-going 
partnerships that are enabling Zonta to 
maximise its service and advocacy    
efforts around Goal 5. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the      
following recent awardees in the 2017 
Queen’s Birthday Honours.  
 

Mal Dempsey OAM, husband 
of our Charter Member 
Alma.  Mal received his 
Award for services to lawn 
bowls and the community 
in general. Well done to 

Alma too for all the support 
she has given Mal over 60 

years of marriage.  You might remember 
reading in ‘The ‘Zontapreneur’ earlier this 
year where Mal and Alma were also 
recognised by the Queen (and the        
Governor-General) for this wonderful 
milestone. 

Bishop Kay Goldsworthy AO. For many 
years The Reverend Kay  
emceed our YWPA Award 
dinners.  She received her 
award for distinguished 
service to religion 
through the Anglican 
Church of Australia, as a 
pioneer and role model for 
women, to church administration and to 
pastoral care. 
 

Zonta Club of Geelong 
Zontian—Phillipa Challis 
OAM received recognition 
for her long standing   
service and dedication to 

the Geelong community.  

Her husband Derek was also 
awarded an OAM posthu-
mously for past services to 
the community via a range of 
roles.  Well done the Challis’. 
 

While on the subject, we 
should make mention of the fact that 
Ross Dowling OAM, husband of member 
Wendy, received his Award in the 2011 
Australia Day Honours for his 
services to the hospitality 
and tourism industry, educa-
tion and the development 
of eco-tourism.  
 

Amazing people doing great 
things in their communities. 
Congratulations again to you all. 

News from Zonta InternationalNews from Zonta InternationalNews from Zonta International   

ZI has just announced the winners of 
the 2017 Emma L. Conlon Service Award.  
In July 1961, this Past International 
President conceived and funded these 
awards to encourage and recognise 
promising young girls.  The awards were 
named in her honour the first of which 
were presented at the 1962 Convention 
in New Orleans. 
 

Z and Golden Z Clubs were formed to 
help high school, college and university 
students develop leadership skills, pro-
mote career exploration and encourage 
members to participate in community, 

school and international service pro-
jects.  Each year six awards are given—
three to each—recognising those clubs 
whose projects and programs best    
express the ideals of Zonta Interna-
tional and advocacy to empower 
women worldwide.  Since inception 209 
awards have been given.  The recipients 
for this year are— 
 

Golden Z Clubs 
1st—$1000—Saint Michaels College of 
 Laguna, Philippines 
2nd—$500—University of San Carlos, 
 Philippines 

3rd—$250—McMaster University, Canada 
 

Z Clubs 
1st—$1000—Z Club of Colombo, Sri 
 Lanka 
2nd—$500—Childink High School Cebu 
 Z Club, Philippines 
3rd—$250—Auburn Z Club, Auburn, USA 
 

The Zonta Club of Perth sponsors UWA’s 
St Catherine’s College Golden Z Club. 
 

The Zonta Clubs of Geelong, Kyneton and 
Hobart Derwent all sponsor Z Clubs.  
 

Will some of these young people be 
future Zontians?  I wonder. 

   &&&   recognisedrecognisedrecognised   

https://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/HLPFStatement_ZontaInternationalSDG5.pdf?ver=2017-06-21-094349-777
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Zonta International Honorary Member  
Professor Shirley Randell AO, 
travels widely to re-
connect with many friends 
and colleagues around the 
world.  She attends numer-
ous forums, conferences 
and symposiums and writes 
wonderful newsletters about her     
travels, not the least being her June 
2017 edition.  Here are some clips but 
you might like to read more here. 
 

“Marie-Claude Bibeau, Canada’s  
International Development Minis-
ter, has unveiled Canada’s first 
feminist international assistance 
policy aiming to spend 95% of its 
budget on equality and empower-
ment by 2021. The Women’s Voice 
and Leadership Program will allo-
cate $150 million to the needs of 
local women’s organisations in    
developing countries. At least 50% 
will go to sub-Saharan Africa.” 

 

“Winnie Byanyima 
Ugandan and executive 
director of Oxfam Inter-
national has been in 
Australia to give the 
opening address at   
Progress 2017. She said 

that there are eight men in the 
world who own as much wealth as 
the poorest half of humanity. This 
extreme wealth is undermining  
democracy and social cohesion, and 
does not make “moral, economic or 
social sense.” Byanyima said that 
not enough of us are accepting the 
moral argument against economic 
inequality. “We have an economy that 
is built for the 1% and is rigged 
against the rest of us…Rich men bene-
fit from exploiting women at the     
bottom of the economic pile.” She 
added that Australia can take a 
lead on tackling climate change, as 
long as enough people stand up to 
political and economic elites.” 
 

“Kanchhi Maya Tamang 28 from 
the Sindupalchowk district of Nepal 
has summited 
Mount Everest for 
gender equality in 
sports. After an 11-
hour-climb from 
Camp 4 on Ever-
est’s South Col 
route, Tamang,  
together with 
Pemba Dorje Sherpa, and their 
Sherpa teammates reached the 

29,035 feet (8,848 metres) summit 
of the world’s highest peak on 20 
May. It was the first time someone 
has climbed Mount Everest for  
gender equality and women’s  
empowerment. “My win is a win for 
all women and girls. And my mission 
is to contribute to a discrimination-
free Nepal where all girls and women 
have freedom and an enabling envir-
onment to realise their full human 
potential.”  
 

Tamang emphasised the importance 
of supporting and motivating more 
women and girls to try mountain-
eering and all sports: “For many 
Nepali women and girls there is an 
invisible Everest between their 
homes and the sports field. I have 
climbed Everest to empower women 
who are climbing their own     
mountains.” 
 

Ganesh Gurung, a member of UN 
Women’s Nepal Civil Society Advi-
sory Group, which supported 
Maya’s mission said: “Kanchhi 
Maya has proven to the world and 
to Nepali society that women possess 
the capacity to reach any height.” 
 

.....read more below 

Women in the NewsWomen in the NewsWomen in the News   

“Australia’s female cricketers are 
among the very best sportspeople 
Australia has ever produced, having 
captured six of the 10 World Cup 
titles and winning more than 87% 
of the matches contested, an aston-
ishing figure. Today’s team is 
ranked number one in the world 
across all three formats of the 
game. The Southern Stars have  
decided to change their name to the 
Australian Women’s Cricket Team. 
Women in most Australian sporting 
codes are fighting for gender pay 
equity, a fair living wage for all  
female athletes, equal media cover-
age and equal access to sports facili-
ties, stadiums and amenities for 
women and girls as players and 
supporters.” (I just had to mention 
women’s cricket!  Ed.) 
 

“Two women have been named to 
highly visible posts at the UN: 
Pramila Patten of Mauritius is the 
new special envoy on sexual vio-
lence in conflict; and    
Virginia Gamba (photo) of 
Argentina, is special    
envoy on children in 
armed conflict.” 

“The International Space Station‘s 
commander, Astronaut Peggy 
Whitson has broken the US record 

for the most ac-
cumulated time 
in space for an 
American: 534 
days, two hours 
and 48 minutes. 
She called the 
space station “a 
key bridge” be-
tween living on 
Earth and travel-

ling into deep space, and singled out 
the station’s recycling system that 
transforms astronauts’ urine into 
drinking water. Whitson 57 is the 
oldest woman in space and already 
the world’s most experienced space-
woman and female spacewalker. By 
the time she returns to Earth in 
September, she will have logged 666 
days in orbit over three flights.  
Russian Gennady Padalka holds the 
world record of 879 days.” 
 

“In Australia, Kenyan-born Lucy 
Gichuhi has taken a seat in the 
Federal Senate. A lawyer, Gichuhi 

migrated to Australia in 
1999, became an Austra-
lian citizen in 2001 and 
has never held dual citi-
zenship. She grew up 
with next to nothing on 
the slopes of Mount Kenya, walking 
barefoot to school, sharing a bed 
and single blanket with her eight 
sisters. After school, she worked 
gathering food for her family. In her 
first wide-reaching speech in Parlia-
ment, witnessed by her family, 
members of her community and 
leaders from both the major parties 
who visited the floor of the Senate 
to listen, Senator Gichuhi set out 
her agenda and her passions, speak-
ing of education, the need for good 
governance, financial literacy, wel-
fare reform and the importance of 
proper and well-funded aged 
care.: “Being the only black African-
Australian senator is my point of 
difference…What we do with our 
differences, our unique gifts, is our 
choice. Let us choose wisely.” 
 

Thanks to Professor Randell, these are 
just a few of the amazing women you 
can read about in her June newsletter. 

http://shirleyrandell.com/newsletter-sydney-june-2017/#utm_campaign=newsletter201704&utm_source=email&utm_medium=socmedC:/Users/Dawn Newman/Documents/A. PNS Zonta
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For just $25 annually you could become a  
member and supporter of the Birthing Kit 
Foundation Australia!  Now is the time to 
join as your membership will be valid 
until June 2018. 
 

Signing up is easy to do, just click the 
picture at right and complete the form. 
 

Your $25 will help fund 8 kits poten-
tially saving 16 lives—a pretty amaz-
ing  contribution.  Not only that, you 
will be kept up-to-date with BKFA 
news and developments in the field. 
 

One such field visit took place      
recently when BKFA’s Zeshi Fisher 
(Program  Manager) and Fiona Smith 
(Executive Director) travelled to Uganda. 
They met with 10 field partners and 
visited 17 communities.  The objectives 
included providing BKFA staff with 
both a better understanding of the 
Uganda country context and to meet a 
range of partners to learn about their 
operations and kit distribution practices. 

Zeshi reported ......“The general view of 
our field partners was that, given the   
opportunity, mothers would choose to 
birth in a facility, and that the provision of 

birthing kits reduced barriers for women 
to enable this with the overall sense being 
that birthing kits impacted positively on 
an increase in facility births.” 
 

It became very clear that having a birth-
ing kit made an enormous impact on the  
way that mothers were treated on    
arrival to the clinic in labour and 
throughout their care.  It was learnt that 
mothers in labour sometimes have to 

wait—often several hours—until family 
members could buy materials or find 
money to pay the clinic, or until other 
mothers could spare supplies to help, 
before receiving care. 
 

Zeshi concluded that spending time 
sharing and learning brought to light, in 
a very personal way, the importance of 
clean supplies for childbirth and the 
important change that a small kit can 
make for a pregnant mother and her 
newborn.   
 

So, for a very modest cost from your 
pocket, why not keep these smiles going– 

 DON’T DELAY, JOIN TODAY! 

SOS provides vital 
assistance to people 
who usually have 
nothing, or very little, 
often sleeping on the 
floor with only a blan-
ket or a foam mattress, 
and in some cases with 

up to five people sharing. 
 

To continue with this work SOS need 
your help. They require donations of 
both goods and money.   
 

Debbie Mason, Manager of SOS, is a 
Zonta Club of Perth member and will be 
speaking at our Club Dinner Meeting on 
4 October.   

As some of you probably already know,  
Starting Over Support is dedicated to 
providing families and individuals, who 
have become homeless through domes-
tic violence or domestic disruption, with 
free furniture and household goods to 
create a new home, after attaining   
independent accommodation.  All of the 
people who work at SOS are volunteers 
and assist approximately 10 families per 
week, ie that’s 10 fridges, 10 washing 
machines, 10 microwave ovens, up to 
40 assorted beds, and so on!   
 

Life has become somewhat easier for    
Debbie and her crew now as they have 
been fortunate in acquiring, through a 

grant, a ‘removal’ truck, especially fitted 
for their purpose.  They are able to pick 
up and deliver furniture and goods at 
least three days a week.  However, the 
problem of assisting families doesn’t 
diminish. CAN YOU HELP? If you would 
 

like to donate either goods or funds, go 
to their website by clicking the logo at 
left.  Every little bit will help! 

Join the Kit ‘Club’Join the Kit ‘Club’Join the Kit ‘Club’   

SOSSOSSOS———calling all Donors!calling all Donors!calling all Donors!   

Not a lot to report this month with so 
many members away, apart from two 
functions that were attended by PNS 
members.  The first was a dinner at the 
Duxton to support Dr Demelza Ireland 
(our 1996 YWPA Awardee) and the 

Australian Society for Medical Research 
where their 2017 Medallist—Professor 
Richard Wilkinson—gave an address on 
the social determinants of health.  
 

The other function was the RAC’s    
regional event in Bunbury attended by 

Wendy (in 
the middle) 

and hus-
band Ross.  
 

Also invited 
were ZC of    

Bunbury President—Kimberley Robbins 
(left) and President-Elect Beth Talbot 
(right). 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Page 4  

https://www.bkfa.org.au/how-to-help/membership/
http://www.startingover.org.au/
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Some blasts from the past!Some blasts from the past!Some blasts from the past!   

Here’s an opportunity to help Perth Club raise 
funds for 1000 birthing kits. Have a look! 

 

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923 
Email:  secretary@zontaperthns.org.au 
Web:    www.zontaperthns.org.au 
ABN:       69 616 440 942  Assoc. No. A1000362L 

 

Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

Kath Snashall 
with her gift of 
a billy and 
gum tree upon 
becoming an 
Aussie in 
1992! 

1994-‘Captain’ 
Marion Brown at 
our Amelia Earhart 
fun(d)raiser. 

1995-‘Bazza’ Martin 
& yours truly at the 
‘Murder Mystery’ 
dinner, Bridgetown. 

1993-June Fowler as Snow White! 

1998-At the cooking 
classes fun(d)raiser. 

2004-Anastasia Maslij 
Christmas carolling. 

2008-Leanne Sultan at our  
garage sale- “Might do for 

the Melbourne Cup!”  

2010-Dagmar 
Barnes-’dog 
tester’ at the 

sausage sizzle. 

2011-Sue Taylor and that 
hat, Melbourne Conference. 

IMPORTANT CLUB DATESIMPORTANT CLUB DATESIMPORTANT CLUB DATES   

July 5 Dinner Meeting 

July 8 Mystery Dinners 

August 2 YWPA Awards* 

Sept 1-3 D23 Conference 
 

*This event is the highlight of our 
Zonta calendar year and one not 
to be missed. Come and hear 
three young and inspiring Year 12  
students speak about the women 
who most inspire them. 
 

Bookings are open at ‘try booking’. 
Click here to access the form. 

A recent study has shown that women 
who carry a little extra weight live 
longer than the men who mention it! 

We’re popping corks 
this month for Connie 
(11th), Letitia (24th) 
and Susan Taylor (31st).  
Happy Birthday gals and Best 
Wishes from us all! 

https://www.trybooking.com/QPFA

