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Zonta InternationalZonta InternationalZonta International   
Following the Zonta International   
Convention in Nice, there are some new 
faces at the top.   
 

Sonja Hönig Schough (pictured) was 
elected as our International President for 
the 2016-2018 Biennium.  Sonja joined 
the Zonta Club of Kungsbacka, Sweden, 
in 1993.  She has served as an Area  
Director, Lt Governor, Governor, Inter-
national Director, International Vice-
President and during the last biennium,  
President-Elect.  She speaks English, 
French and German and also fully     
understands Danish and Norwegian.  
 

This is what she had to say leading into 
her new role— 
 

“We must take what we learn, 
adapt our strategies and continue 
to grow as an organization.  Part-
nerships, positive communication 
and collaboration at all levels of 

the organization will serve Zonta 
well now and in the future.” 
 

Sonja holds a Master’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Psychology.  She is a former 
business consultant responsible for 
counseling, training and implementation 
of information technology. She also 
spent 25 years as a human resources 
Director for a Swedish company. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ZI Board consists of Zontians from 
several countries— 

Susanne von Bassewitz (President-Elect), 
 Germany 

Sharon Langenbeck (Vice-President), USA 

Bridget Masters (Treasurer/Secretary), USA 

Sonia Albanese (Director), Italy 

Judith Anderson (Director), Australia 

Lydia Chaillou (Director), France 

Judith Kaurtz (Director), USA 

Ute Scholz (Director), Germany 

Ursula Werner (Director), Germany 

Hsin-Hsin Yang (Director), Taiwan 
 
 

Committees this biennium are— 
 

 Advocacy 
 

 By-Laws & Resolutions  
 

 Centennial Anniversary 
 Beryl McMillan (ZC of Melbourne on 
 Yarra) is the Chairman and PIP Val 
 Sarah AM DSJ (ZC of Ballarat) is the  
 Co-Chairman of this Committee 
 

 Convention (Japan) 
 

 ZI Finance 
More over …. 

A word from your new A word from your new A word from your new PresidentPresidentPresident 

 

Stephanie was    
introduced to 
Zonta when I was 
Principal of the 
school attended 
by her daughter. 

She was my guest 
 at her first dinner 

 meeting.  Stephanie 
embraced our organisation from the 
outset and quickly became a very  
active member, eg taking on the Vice- 
Presidency after only six months.  I 
know she is disappointed in not being 
able to fulfil her commitment to us 
and I hope she continues her Zonta 
service once she settles in Adelaide, 
as she will be an asset to any club. 
 

Farewell to our Stephanie and thank 
you for bringing all that you have to our 
club.  We wish you and your family all 
the best.  

It is now with much pleasure that I 
step into the role of President of 
Perth Northern Suburbs for the 2016-
2018 Biennium.  However, in doing 
so, I am reminded that my role as 
President is to preside—not to decide! 
Therefore, the Board will consult with 
members on all significant decisions. I 
anticipate the Board and I will present 
many discussion and decision-making 
opportunities to members in the    
future.  
 

While we are part of an international 
organisation, we are all members of 
the Zonta Club of Perth Northern 
Suburbs. So it is very important that 
we feel invigorated by our club, the     
services we provide to women in our 
community, and the friendship of   
fellow club members.   
 

In preparation for our September  
dinner meeting, I ask you all to take 
some time to reflect on what you 
think makes our club strong whilst 
considering new ideas that might   
enhance the great work we already 
achieve.  
 

In closing, I will leave you with this 
quote from the Dalai Lama— 
 

“In order to carry a positive 
action we must develop here  
a positive vision.” 

New Faces in so many places!New Faces in so many places!New Faces in so many places! 

Vicki Moir 
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 ZI Investment 
 

 Leadership Development 
 

 Membership 
 

 Nominating 
 Ann Horrocks (ZC of Bendigo) is the 
 Vice Chairman of this Committee 
 

 Public Relations & Communications 
 

 Service  
 Alison Martin (ZC of Perth Northern 
 Suburbs) is the Chairman of this  
 Committee 
 

 Translations 
 

 United Nations 
 

 Council of Europe 
 

 Z Clubs & Golden Z Clubs 
 

 Amelia Earhart Fellowships 
 

 Jane M. Klausman Women in  
 Business Scholarship 
 

 Young Women In Public Affairs   
 Kay Stewart (ZC of Melbourne on 
 Yarra is a member of this Committee) 
 

As you can see, we have a number of 
District reps on these committees all of 
whom are to be congratulated for step-

ping up and volunteering their time for 
Zonta!   
 

International President Sonja wants 
every Zontian to focus on our Mission 
and Vision with the objective of— 
 
 

“Empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy: This is 
our mission and this will continue to be 
our focus. 
 

Every woman shall have a choice—a 
choice to get an education and to decide 
whom to marry and when. Every woman 
shall live a life free of violence. 
 

This will be reflected in all our actions 
in the coming years. We will continue to 
be a leading advocate for women’s 
rights to ensure equality for all women. 
Our international service projects all 
reflect both service and advocacy      
aspects. All of them are supported by the 
national governments, which helps to 
ensure sustainability. In total, we will 
contribute with almost US$5.4 million to 
the empowerment of women. Not      
included in these numbers are all our 
fantastic local service projects. 
 

Together we are changing the world for 
women!” 

DistrictDistrictDistrict  

At District level our new 
Governor is Judy Gorton 
from the ZC of Perth.  
Her Board is made up of 
the following members— 
 

 
Jane Adornetto 
Lieutenant Governor 
(ZC of Geelong) 
 

Faith O’Brien 
Secretary  

(ZC of Swan Hills) 
 

Trish McLean 
Treasurer  
(ZC of Frankston) 
 

 

Jasmine Koch 
Area 1 Director 

(ZC of Melbourne on Yarra) 
 

 

Pru Blackwell 
Area 2 Director 
(ZC of Gawler) 
 

 
 

Continued below …. 

 

Leann Symonds 
Area 2 Vice-Director 
(ZC of Fleurieu Peninsula)  
 

 

Jo Wittorff     
Area 3 Director 
(ZC of Bunbury) 

 
 

Lyn Symons 
Area 4 Director 
(ZC of Central Goldfields) 
 

 
 

Christine Hepburn 
Area 5 Director 

(ZC of Launceston) 
 
 
 
 
 

Ute Scholz 
ZI Director 2016-2018 
has been appointed our 
International Liaison. 
Ute is from the ZC of 

Verden in Germany. 
 

 

We will have an opportunity to meet 
Ute at the D23 Conference in Geelong—
1-3 September 2017.  Keep the date!   
 

Are you planning to go? 
 

The District Team conducted its first 
Board Meeting in Perth last weekend.  
For those club members who accepted 
their invitation to dinner at the Bella-
vista Restaurant in East Perth on Satur-
day, it was a great opportunity to get to 
know the Board members on a more 
personal basis.  Unfortunately, we didn’t 
have the pleasure of meeting the Area 5 
Director, Christine Hepburn, who was 
unable to make the trip to Perth. 
 

District Treasurer Trish also took the 
opportunity while in Perth to facilitate a 
workshop for club treasurers.  This was 
of great value especially to those taking 
up this role for the first time.  One of 
these, Sheila Watters from the ZC of 
Swan Hills, reported— 

 

“Trish had prepared notes, membership 
forms, insurance information, details of 
when and how to report functions, plus 
other useful information a Treasurer may 
require to function at the highest level.  It 
was all explained so that we understood 
why the information was needed and 
when and how to submit it. We discussed 
how the club’s books should be main-
tained and the importance of auditing the 
accounts.  
 

Trish also demonstrated how to access 
information on the District and Interna-
tional websites. And finally, she gave 
each of us a memory stick with all the 
information required to upload onto our 
computers.   

More over …. 
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It reminded me many years ago of the 
training for incoming office bearers at 
Area Workshops.  We found Trish very      
approachable and I'm sure we all left 
more comfortable in our roles as Club 
Treasurers."   
 

Three Club Treasurers took advantage 
of Trish’s mini workshop, hosted by 
Alison Martin at her home—Merilyn Ide 
from our Club, Carol Downe from the 
ZC of Bunbury and Sheila from Swan 
Hills. Thanks to Trish and Alison for 
arranging this opportunistic training. 
 

Having been an Area Director 
myself, I found District Board 
meetings exciting and invigorat-
ing.  Working with like-minded 
women, planning and setting guidelines 
and goals for the biennium, is a special 
time in one’s journey.  Not only is it a 
privilege to serve and give something 
back to Zonta, but there are also other 
benefits like personal growth, travel and 
making life-long friendships, to name 
just a few. 
 

Saturday evening was a case in point 
when we were able to meet our new 
District Team over a meal in a casual,  
friendly and happy atmosphere.  These 
faces express it all!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Zonta International Honorary Member, 
Professor Shirley Randell AO, PhD, Hon 
D.Litt,* has visited Perth twice in the 
last few months. The first was in June 
to attend a book launch—“A Celebra-
tion of Contribution—Tales of the cour-
age, commitment and creativity of Mod-
ernians 1911-1963”.  This was a project 
with which volunteers of the Perth 
Modernian Society History Centre and 
Archives have been integrally involved. 
If interested contact Perth Modern 
School for copies of the book.    
 

Members may not know that Shirley 
was born in Perth and went to ‘Perth 
Mod’ after which she gained degrees in 
education and philosophy from univer-
sities in Papua New Guinea, Canberra, 
New England and London.   
 

After teaching aboriginal children in 
isolated schools in WA, Shirley and  
family moved to PNG. On returning to 
Australia she began a 15-year career 
with the Public Service where she held 
various appointments. 
 

In 1997 she started her own business—
SRIA Rwanda Ltd and SRI Public Sector 
Reform Pty Ltd Australia which keep 
her on the move. 
 

* read Shirley’s bio here 
 

The second occasion was more recent 
when Shirley came through Perth on 
her way to Rwanda.  Alison and I had  
the opportunity to take this remarkable 
lady for coffee in North Beach close to 
where she was staying.  Not only is she  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
a fabulous role model, but she is also a 
devoted family person always taking 
every opportunity to catch up with her 
children, grandchildren and great grand-
children.  I imagine she is loved by so 
many people around the world. It was 
so nice to be able to catch up with her. 
How lucky are we to have her as part of 
our Zonta family! 
 

Three new Honorary Members have 
been announced by ZI.  These are— 
 

Dr Yakin Ertϋrk (Turkey) 
Dr Ertϋrk served in a number of roles at  
the United Nations one of which was UN 
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against 
Women from 2003-2006. She travelled to 
several countries undertaking fact-finding 
missions on violence against women and 
its causes and reporting to the Human 
Rights Council. 
 

Dr Anne Gallagher AO (Australia) 
Dr Gallagher is a lawyer, practitioner, 

teacher and scholar with an established 
reputation in human rights and the      
administration of criminal justice.  She 
was special adviser to Mary Robinson, 
UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and led the development of the 
UN Principles and Guidelines on Human 
Rights and Human Trafficking. She now 
leads the US$30M intergovernmental Asia 
Regional Trafficking in Persons Project. 
 

Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir (Iceland) 
Ingibjörg was appointed UN Women   
Regional Director for Europe and Central 
Asia and Representative to Turkey in 
2014. She was a founding member of the 
Women’s Alliance in Iceland, edited a 
feminist magazine, was Mayor of Reykja-
vik and has served in Parliament. 
 

Read more about these deserving 
women here as reported on pages 
17/18 of the June 2016 Zontian.  

ZI Honorary MembersZI Honorary MembersZI Honorary Members———updateupdateupdate 

L-R: Karen Groves, Jasmine Koch 
and Judy Gorton 

Leann Symonds (l) and 
Carole Theobald 

L-R: Jane Adornetto, Trish McLean and 
Sandra Burns 

L-R: Elaine Newman, Letitia 
Depiazzi and Faith O’Brien 

What we all need to do now is work with 
our District Board and Chairmen over the 
biennium to ensure our goals are fulfilled.  
Our President’s message this month could 
not be more appropriate.   

http://www.shirleyrandell.com.au/biography.aspx
http://www.zonta.org/Media-News/Zontian-Magazine/june-2016
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CushionsCushionsCushions   

It was Kath to the rescue again along 

with sister-in-law Helen, members Alma, 
Leanne and Merilyn who assembled 36 
cushions last Saturday.  It was an easy 
job to finish them off as Kath had     
already put the cases together.  So, how 
many hours did Kath spend before-
hand?  She probably won’t be able to 
tell you—she just enjoys her role and 
this service aspect of Zonta. 
 

In her usual hospitable way, Kath made 

cake for afters and the 
‘stuffers’ washed this 
down with a glass or two 
of pink bubbly!  You 
should get along to one of 
these cushion days! They 
are great for the soul! 
 

Area 3 Co-ordinator, Elaine Newman, 

made a trip to Bunbury during August 
to rendezvous with Sandy Affleck from 
the ZC Dunsborough.  She handed over 
44 cushions which saved the day again 
as stocks were becoming perilously low. 
The handover was made after a very 
pleasant lunch overlooking the harbour. 

The Peel Club is planning a cushion day 

on 17 September at Hilary Illingworth’s  
home.  As Hilary is well prepared with 
pre-sewn straps and cushion cases, it is 
not unusual for them to assemble 50 to 
70 units on the day.  Elaine goes along 
to lend a hand as well. 
 

As the Swan Hills Club don’t make 

cushions, they hold fellowship 
days to stuff the 60 that the 
Bandyup Women’s Prison make 
every two months.  The last such 
day was held at Elaine’s home on 
7 August.  Here’s the group look-
ing happy and well pleased with 
themselves after their mammoth 
effort. Mind you, they were well 
fed and watered! 

The Perth Club don’t make cushions 

either but donate money to the Breast 
Cushion Trust Fund held by Swan Hills. 
Elaine was able to distribute these 
funds evenly to Bunbury, Dunsborough, 
Peel and Perth Northern Suburbs to 
offset some of their expenses.  
 

From time to time clubs also receive 

beautiful letters and donations from 
some of the recipients.  It is always 
gratifying and heartening to receive 
such communications and makes our 
District Service Project all the more 
special.  It is rather daunting to think so 
many cushions are still needed. 

Some reminders … and … Some reminders … and … Some reminders … and …  

Please note that this  
emblem related only to 
the 2014-16 Biennium 
and should not now be 
used on anything. 
 

United4BKFA Birthing Kit Day—
Saturday 10 September 

Members are reminded 
that next Saturday is the 
day when 15,000+ kits are 
to be assembled. If you 
have volunteered, please 
wear your Zonta top and 
name badge so that we have a visible 
presence.  The venue is the  
 

Macedonian Cultural Centre,  
71 Grindleford Drive, Balcatta 

 

This day marks the 10th Anniversary of 
the BKFA.  A celebration will take  
place in Adelaide. 

Talking of births, 
Linda’s daughter     
Marina and husband 
Matt have produced   
a brother for Lucy—
Finn shown here  
with the proud  
grandmother! 

Around the ClubsAround the ClubsAround the Clubs   

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923 
Email:  secretary@zontaperthns.org.au 
Web:    www.zontaperthns.org.au 
ABN:       69 616 440 942  Assoc. No. A1000362L 

 

Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

 

REMEMBER, a day without a 

smile is like a day without  

sunshine!  And a day without  

sunshine is, like .... night!!!! 

High Tea at The WardrobeHigh Tea at The WardrobeHigh Tea at The Wardrobe   
29 October29 October29 October   

   

Don’t miss the next fashion afternoon.Don’t miss the next fashion afternoon.Don’t miss the next fashion afternoon.   
Make a note of the date Make a note of the date Make a note of the date    

in your diary NOW!in your diary NOW!in your diary NOW!   
More details later on.More details later on.More details later on.   

2016 Area 3 Founders’ Day Dinner2016 Area 3 Founders’ Day Dinner2016 Area 3 Founders’ Day Dinner   
Saturday 5 NovemberSaturday 5 NovemberSaturday 5 November   

Sanctuary Golf Resort, BunburySanctuary Golf Resort, BunburySanctuary Golf Resort, Bunbury   
 

If you’re planning on going and staying 

overnight, best book your accommoda-

tion sooner than later as rooms down in 

Bunbury are filling fast!  

 

Hope you have 
a magic day on 
27 September 
Robbie and 
many happy 
returns! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pink+champagne&view=detailv2&&id=48CB7EFD23368A575976C8C770DED3F4E4AFE4D4&selectedIndex=76&ccid=Qvwnv6lK&simid=607993540036985409&thid=OIP.M42fc27bfa94af74b5e77c4f3fb131134o0

