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A word from your A word from your A word from your PresidentPresidentPresident 

On 8 November 1919, 
the first Zonta club was   
chartered in Buffalo, 
New York.  This ‘birth of 
Zonta’ is celebrated 

through the Founders’ 
Day Dinner.  

 

The Bunbury Club did a great job of 
hosting this year’s event with all Area 3 
Clubs being represented.  It was a 
packed house at The Sanctuary Golf 
Resort with many people taking the 
opportunity to stay for the weekend. 
 

Thank you to all the members who  
represented our Club this year.  Even 
though our Woman of Achievement 
nominee, Nonie Browner (shown below 
right with Mavis) was not the winner, my 
thanks to Jean Wyder for preparing the 
nomination and hosting Nonie and her 
family.   There is no doubt the winner, 
Mavis Steenson, through her work over 
many years at the Zonta House Refuge, 
made an enormous contribution to 
women in Western Australia.  The other 
candidate was Brenda Dawes nominated 
by the ZC of Bunbury for her voluntary 
work with several organisations and 
more recently with the organisation 
‘Days for Girls’. 

Among the special guests were the 
three finalists and their family members, 
Nola Marino MP, Member for Forrest, the 
Hon Robyn McSweeney MLC who       
attended on behalf of Deputy Premier, 
Minister for Women’s Interests, the Hon 
Liza Harvey MLA (unfortunately unable 

to join us on this occasion), District 23 
Governor Judy Gorton, Area 3 Director Jo     
Wittorff,  Liz Woodgate  (past ZI Director 
& D23 Governor) and Alison Martin (ZI 
Chairman, Service and past District     
Governor), Jane Moulden (past Area 3 
Director), Anne Banks-McAllister (former 
Board member UN Women Australia), 
and previous Awardees—Glyn Hill (1996), 
Kath Mazzella OAM (2005) and Susanne 
Hunter (2010). 
 

The next Founders’ Day celebration will 
be hosted by the ZC of Perth in 2018. 

 

is a Zonta     
International 
campaign to 

raise awareness of and increase actions 
to end violence against women and girls 
around the world.  Our final project this 
year—Celebrity Trays—was aligned with 
the 16 days of Activism, 25 November to 
10 December.   

Our display of orange clearly communi-
cated our message to everyone. 
 

What an amazing group of artists we 
have supporting our Club. The quality of 
artwork on the trays was exceptional 
and most people who bought them 
walked away with a bargain!  We were 
able to raise enough money for at least 
one camp for the Pat Giles Centre. It 
was lovely to meet the new CEO who 
was very appreciative of any ongoing 
support we are able to provide.  She is 
also keen to be a guest speaker in the 
new year. 
 

And, what an amazing team we had 

who planned and coordinated the 

whole event.  On behalf of all ZPNS a 
GIANT thank you to the Celebrity Tray 
Committee.  Although it was a ‘team  
project’ and everyone always does their 
part in sourcing artists and helping on 
the day, there was a core group of 
women who offered to take on a bigger 
role and to coordinate this major event 
for us.  In this case the BIGGEST THANK 
YOU goes to : Letitia, Linda, Leanne, 
Hilda, Irene and Wendy.  Their organisa-
tional skills and competency were    
evident as everything ran like clockwork 
on the day with every detail covered—
no tray was left unturned!  
 

It has been a very busy end of the year 
for us and I must thank you all for your 
individual contributions. Everyone    
offers different strengths—in kind and 
through financial donations. Whilst this 
collective spirit of generosity and caring 
builds our Club’s strength, it now leads 
us into the Christmas Festive Season 
which seems most appropriate.  A time 
for celebration! 
 

Next year we start anew…a new venue 
for our February dinner meeting is still 
to be finalised and a new International 
Women’s Day celebration in March. 
 

I wish you and your families a safe and 
happy Christmas. 
 

 

Vicki Moir 

A WEE REMINDER 

about giving a little cheer to residents 

of the Zonta Refuge. Don’t forget to 

bring an unwrapped gift(s) to the 

Christmas windup on Wednesday if 

you haven’t already made a donation. 

Also, please let Vicki know if you can 

give a hand to wrap the gifts from 

10am on Wednesday 21 December. 
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More on those TraysMore on those TraysMore on those Trays 

Last minute instructions—”Are you paying attention?” 

“Pandamonia” by Chris Nixon 
(art piece and book) 

Auctioneer Chas Peridis hard at work squeezing  
another dollar out of the audience! 

At right—Chas’ assistant, Leanne Sultan with 
‘Chick on Hen’ by Nicholas Schafer 

Sandra Burns very happy with her buy—
”Playing on the Beach” by Shirley Winstanley 

Tray Project 
Artistic Director 
Jenny Conti 
with two of her 
pieces. 

Budding Club Artist 
Kaye Metaxas with 
her two pieces—
”Night Sky” and 
’Blue Frangipani”.  

Knitter Extraordinaire—Kath  
Snashall’s decorative trays 

Right: Another Club artist—
Robbie Hayes Hearse 
 “A Hanging Garden” 

Left: “Hope Mandela” by Deanna White 
and Left bottom: “Triskelion” by 
Daevid Anderson 

“There’s a Pig in Grandma’s Garden” 
by Robbie Hayes Hearse’s grandson “In my own Space” by Janine Lamond 

Right: 
Anne May’s 

“Negative 
Space”  

Silent auction pieces 

“Playful” by Sydney Hannaford 
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As is customary each November, 
Zontians around the world celebrate 
the formation of our organisation in 
1919.   And what a huge celebration 
there will be for Zonta International’s 
100th Anniversary in 2019! 
 

Since 1985, the Western Australian 
(Area 3) clubs have combined Zonta’s 
birthday with a Woman of Achieve-
ment Award.  Our Club nominated the 
first of such awardees—the Rev Joyce 
Polson OAM—and has had 14 winners 
over the 29 occasions this award has 
been held.  It used to be an annual 
event but from 2012 is held now only 
every two years.  Clubs take turns to 
host the function. 
 

The Woman of Achievement Award 
was established to acknowledge  
those women in our community who 
had not previously been recognised or 
rewarded for their untiring commu-
nity involvement.  There have been so 
many wonderful recipients of this 
Award with interests ranging from 
infant health medical research, to set-
ting up a women’s refuge, to assisting 
victims of child trauma, drugs, suicide 
prevention, aboriginal youth and so 
many more vital community services. 

Our Club’s Nominee this year—Nonie 
Browner—who became a widow her-
self in 1971, has been involved, and in 
fact, started, the Police Widows’ 
Guild (Incorporated in 1972), the first 
such organisation in Australia. There 
are branches now in all States. 
 

In 1976 Nonie saw an increasing need 
for a type of legacy. “A Legacy of Our 
Own” was formed, later to become 
‘The Police Family Advisory Council’. 
She is proud to be a member of the 

WA Police Legacy.  She is also their 
widow’s Liaison Officer and Travel   
Co-ordinator. 
 

For 32 years Nonie was involved with 
the Scarborough branch of the       
Federation of Police & Citizens Youth 
Clubs.  Her outstanding contribution, 
service and advocacy to the Police 
Widows has enriched the lives of 
these women and thus also greatly 
assisted their children.  After 44 years 
of dedication she is still actively         
supporting them.  This alone would 
have been some achievement, but 
Nonie has also served on the Board 
of the Junior Basketball Association 
for 20 years, served 16 years with 
Meals on Wheels, as well as Basket-
ball for the Disabled, driving para-
quads for six years. 
 

Nonie was a woman before her time. 
Her dedication and service have been 
exemplary and there is still no sign of 
retirement!  She was accompanied to 
the dinner by her son Kelvin and 
daughter-in-law Kerry. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS Nonie on being 
our Club’s Woman of Achievement.  
We are very proud of you. 

Celebrating Zonta’s BirthdayCelebrating Zonta’s BirthdayCelebrating Zonta’s Birthday   

Following the Award evening, Nonie 
wrote to the Club— 
 

“Dear Jean and the Northern Districts 
ZONTA Club, 
 

Thank you for nominating me for the 
2016 Woman of the Year Achievement 
Award. 
 

I was sorry I did not win, not for    
myself, but for your Club and Jean 
Wyder who dedicated her time in   

compiling my nomination. Just being 
in the finals was a ‘winner’ for me.  

The Sanctuary Cove Resort put on a 
truly lovely evening. 
 

Congratulations must go to the       
Bunbury ZONTA Committee, respons-
ible for the Dinner. The venue,     
company and meal were superb! 
 

The friendliness of all the people at 
the dinner was amazing. People I had 
never met coming to congratulate me. 

My son and daughter-in-law who were 
with me were most impressed, and we 
felt we had made friends forever. 
 

The Certificate I received will have 
‘pride of place’ in my unit and give me 
many happy moments when I look at 
it. 
 

Thank you once again, and I look  
forward to meeting up with you soon.  
 

Keep up the wonderful work.” 
 
 

Kind regards,  
 

 L-R:  Brenda Dawes, D23 Governor Judy Gorton, Mavis Steenson (Winner)  
and Nonie Browner 

With very proud son Kelvin. 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Nandini 
Karthikeyan and the Zonta Club of     
Melbourne’s East in the recent YWPA 
Award announcements.  Not only did 
Nandini win our District Award for 2016, 
she also was the recipient of one of 10  
$US4,000 Zonta International Awards! 

Nandini, a student at Presbyterian   
Ladies’ College shown here with Zonta 
Club President Di Hillman, has made an 
outstanding contribution to her school 
and communities in Australia and    
overseas. 
 

She has great leadership skills having 
been a school prefect and house  
captain as well as holding other leader-
ship roles. In 2015 she represented her 
school at the Model United Nations 
Youth Conference.  Nandini also       
represented her school as a goodwill 
ambassador on an advocacy visit to a 
girls’ school in Malawi, Africa.     
 

Nandini has done an amazing amount 
of volunteer work with groups such as 
Rotary, Lions, World Vision and Oxfam. 
Her volunteer work has also taken her 
to India where she spent time helping in 
rural medical camps. She has tutored 
indigenous school girls in foster care    

 
 

programs and raised money for youth 
education camps. 
 

All this experience has given Nandini a 
great insight into the conditions of 
women and girls here and overseas. She 
has a strong commitment to improving 
the lives of women and girls worldwide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this respect she aspires to becoming 
an obstetrician focusing on tropical 
medicine and indigenous health. 
 

Another fabulous young woman and 
role model for others, well deserving of 
her awards.  Wow! 

Districts 22 and 24 also had ZI winners in 
Phoebe Frederick (ZC of Brisbane East) 
and Denali Hutt (ZC of Wollongong), 
respectively, so CONGRATULATIONS 
to these young ladies as well. 

Women pursuing an accredited       
business or business-related program 
who demonstrate outstanding potential 
in the field are eligible and encouraged 
to apply.  However, applications must 
be submitted through a Zonta Club. 
 

ZI has awarded 12 of these $US7,000 
scholarships for 2016; unfortunately, 
our District’s Rachel Chong (ZC of 
Hobart Derwent), was not successful. 
 

However, the Sydney Breakfast Club’s 
applicant—Jessica R. Cant—was.  She is 
studying Finance, International Business 
and Mathematics at the University of 
Sydney. Congratulations Jessica! 
 

District 22’s applicant through the ZC 
of Noosa—Georgia J. Grayson—was also 
unsuccessful in securing one of these 
scholarships.  
 

Overall, not a bad effort with all three 
Districts featuring.  It is worth clubs 
donating to these programs as we do 
reap the rewards. 

Another deserving AwardeeAnother deserving AwardeeAnother deserving Awardee   
Teagan Bewick, a delightful young 
second year ECU nursing student was  
chosen as our Lucy Bohan Bursary  
recipient for 2016.   We presented 
her with a Certificate and cheque for 
$1,000 at our dinner meeting on 3 
November.  Here’s what Teagan said 
about her decision to take up nursing. 

“After coasting through the motions of 
my early twenties and living thoroughly 
inside my comfort zone in all facets of 
my working and social life, I experienced 
a relationship breakdown.  I decided to 
take a holiday to Thailand. While there I 
experienced a stay in hospital which 
was my turning point. I only remember 

the kindness and support of the 
nursing staff, which inspired me to 
apply for nursing.  
 

I opted to undertake study at the 
Bunbury campus rather than living 
with my parents rent free, with full 
hospitality, as I believed the best 
way to challenge myself and experi-
ence life was to step outside my 
comfort zone and move away.  
 

The gut feeling I followed that day 
has been the best decision I've 
made—I'm appreciating relation-
ships and friendships more having 
to work for them, have made an 
amazing circle and am learning to 

challenge my intellectual capabilities 
with study.” 
 

Teagan intends on using the Bursary 
towards a two week volunteer place-
ment in Nepal to do local hospital and 
community work.  
 

She also said—“This bursary is a fantas-
tic opportunity for student nurses to 
network, share their stories and contrib-
ute to the nursing profession during 
their studies.  It's a wonderful opportu-
nity that I'm blessed to have been     
presented with and so grateful to have 
been the recipient.”  
 

What an inspirational young lady and 
what a role model to others setting 
out on similar careers.  Lucy Bohan 
would have loved to have met Teagan 
as she would have all the previous 
recipients.   
 

We look forward to hearing more 
from Teagan as she progresses and 
wish her all the very best for her  
studies. 

Shown here with Dr Caroline Vafeas, Senior 
Lecturer Nursing, ECU Joondalup Campus 

Other Zonta Awards AnnouncedOther Zonta Awards AnnouncedOther Zonta Awards Announced   

Young Women in Public Affairs AwardYoung Women in Public Affairs AwardYoung Women in Public Affairs Award   

Jane M. Klausman ScholarshipJane M. Klausman ScholarshipJane M. Klausman Scholarship   
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Clubs around the 
world, through many 
different and inno-
vative events, are 
bringing awareness 
to Zonta’s campaign 
to end violence 
against women.  We 
are certainly paint-
ing the globe       
orange, as can be 
seen here. 
 

In past weeks our 
Club has displayed 
“Walk in My Shoes” 
at several libraries 

and other outlets in the northern sub-
urbs.  It was also on show at our recent 
Celebrity Tray  fundraiser. 
 

Most Area 3 Clubs were out and 
about highly visible in orange vests.   

Swan Hills marched in Midland (below 
right) while Peel Club members (below 
left) joined other local groups around 
Mandurah.  Further south, the ZC of 
Bunbury drew awareness to the cause 
by displaying posters and handing out 
information at centres in Bridgetown 
and Bunbury Forum. They also had a 
member attend Waratah’s “It’s No      
Secret” National Conference. This group 
provides free specialist services to    
people who have experienced sexual 
assault, abuse or domestic violence. 
 

Perth Zontians marched in the City. ZI 
Service Chairman and PNS member,   
Alison Martin, joined them—shown at 
right rubbing shoulders with Police 
Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan.  
 

Ex Swan Hills’ member, Nancy Duxbury 
came across this pub sign in Qld saying 
“Zonta is alive and well in Stanthorpe”.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Plenty has been happening leading up 
to our Celebrity Tray Exhibition/Sale/ 
Auction, especially for those special 
committee people charged with the 
responsibility of planning the event.  
There is still some tidying up to be done 
so we won’t know exactly how much 
we collected for a little time yet.  
 

The ideas and variety of art styles were 
amazing and made for a wonderful   
display.  Read Letitia’s ‘wrap-up’ over. 
 
 

Stephanie Steensma, who resigned at 
short notice and moved to Adelaide to 
look after her Mum sent a note to say 
she and family had settled in.  She was 
still looking for the right job but was 
sure something would come along. 
 

In the meantime, she has joined the ZC 
of Adelaide and is looking forward to 
their activities.  
 

She said—“I am dying to see how the 
tray project ends up!  Please pass on 
my ‘hellos’ at the next meeting—I 
miss you all.”    Steph x   

What a lovely surprise Merilyn had at 
our last meeting 
when she was  
presented with a   
Commonwealth 
Bank Certificate of 
Appreciation—the 
“Not-for-Profit 
Treasurer’s Award’!  
Seems like there 
were a few of 
these handed out.  
Are they trying to 

win some hearts after the big banks’ 
enquiry or looking to ‘capture’ some 
new clients?  Whatever, our Treasurer 
deserved to receive one! 
 

Merilyn also represented our Club at a 
business women’s networking forum at 
the Perth Zoo.  
 

“I handed out quite a few brochures 
and during the speed information  
session I spoke face to face with eight 
different women, most of whom were 
very interested to learn about Zonta.” 
 

She said she would recommend it to 
others if the opportunity arose in the 
future.  (I guess there was no room for  
any monkey business!  Ed.) 
 
 

 

 

From enquiries, John Scrivener (Marion’s 
bloke) is recovering from his recent 
heart surgery.  However, while his chest  
is fine, he has a very sore leg from the 
procedure so still has some recuperat-
ing ahead of him.  We missed them at 
the Founders’ Dinner but know now, 
they had a pretty good excuse for not 
turning up!   
 

We were all shocked at the news and 
look forward to seeing John’s smiling 
countenance out and about as quickly 
as possible. 
 
 

By the way, we raised 
almost $1400 from our 
High Tea fundraiser at 
The Wardrobe in Mt 
Lawley on 29 October. 
Well done everyone! 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Clubs Embrace End Violence CampaignClubs Embrace End Violence CampaignClubs Embrace End Violence Campaign   

https://zontasaysno.com/zontiansinaction/
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If you feel like a spin into the country 
and a lazy Sunday afternoon of music 
and fun at Burekup, take a look at the 
Bunbury Club’s flyer here. This time it 
will be someone else doing all the    
organising!  Give it some thought. 

Here we are at the end of 
another calendar year. How 
the time flies when you’re 
having fun at Zonta! I hope 
you have enjoyed reading      

as much as I 
have enjoyed  producing it. Thank you 
to those who contributed articles and 
sent feedback. To finish on a happy 
note, here are a few giggles— 
 

I once bought my kids a set of batteries for Christmas 
with a note saying, toys not included. 
 

Christmas is the season when you buy this year's 
gifts with next year's money.  
 

I wish we could put some Christmas spirit in jars and 
open a jar of it every month.  
 

And a last thought on over-indulging   
during the Festive Season- 
 

Wouldn’t it be great if we could put    
ourselves in the dryer for 10 minutes and 

come out three sizes smaller! 

Trays upTrays upTrays up---ended!ended!ended! 

It turned out to be a hot day and our 
Committee controlled matters we could 
deal with—trying to entice people into 
the cool of the Boulevard Centre, 
Floreat was out of our hands.  So while 
we did not have a huge turnout, we had 
a great display and we had some fun 
along the way. 
 

Our 107 trays did not all sell, there was 
some spirited bidding at the auction 
and most of the Silent Auction items 
had an offer made on them. Of the  
remaining unsold items, we have set 
aside a couple for future raffle prizes. 
 

I would take this opportunity to thank the 
Tray Committee for their time and com-
mitment to the cause; Hilda and Irene 
covered the PR sector, and believe me, 
they covered everything! Thanks to 
Club member Genevieve (while not on 
the Committee), who put us in contact 
with Curtin Radio where we now have a 
link for other events. 
 

As you know, Linda did the collecting 
and collating of trays, keeping track of 
whence they came and whither they 
went and most importantly with whom! 
Oh boy, there was no trying to short-
cut her methodology as we were      
repeatedly reminded (and can’t you just 
hear it?) “I just like to be organised...I’m 
a very organised person!” and so she 
proved. 

 

Wendy became our “Voice” and what a 
revelation she has proven to be as a 
worker and as our wonderful MC.  So 
confident, clear and self-assured, she is 
just what we needed for the occasion 
and someone who has been earmarked 
for future reasons. 
 

This event was Leanne’s baby! She has 
been involved with each of our Art      
Projects, and made sure she oversaw each 
step of the journey—that we were all 
walking the walk, in step!  Actually my 
role was to simply twirl the Baton and 
hope I didn’t drop it along the way and 
to carry the can, having put up my hand 
at a meeting—how many months ago?  
It was a combined effort. I feel sure we 
gave it our best shot and we are aware 
there were some flaws. 
 

I especially thank our husbands—that 
‘Merry Bunch of Stalwarts’ who do as 
they are bidden when we need them. 
‘Mr Fetch Moir’ who discovered there is 
more to an easel’s just 3 shapely legs; 
Tony and Gary were our ‘Bouncers’ 
where dark glasses and tatts were    
optional and who left the news      
channels with nothing on which to   
report; Ambrose loitered with intent; 
Allan and Ross, as ‘gentle Rottweilers’, 
patrolled the room and got into the 
spirit of the Auction Action. Peter sailed 
as ever in the wake of his wife, smiling, 

while being helpful wherever this was 
required. 
 

It was especially pleasing to see that 
our fellow Zonta members came from 
other clubs to show support and that it 
was our own members who willingly 
filled the roster for the odd jobs that 
accompany this or any other project, 
including Jean, Kath, Sue P and Dawn 
who set up our display area. 
 

Finally and by no means least, a BIG 
THANK YOU to our Artists who provided 
us with such a wide variety of styles 
and methods in their willingness to 
decorate the trays; to help us fundraise 
for the benefit of those women and     
children who are in the unfortunate    
position of needing assistance while deal-
ing with the traumatic after effects of 
domestic violence. We certainly say 
“Thank you” on their behalf. 
 

Whatever the financial outcome we are 
ahead of where we were.  Now of course, 
we must all put our minds towards ...... 
 ‘Whatever comes next?!’  
 

Letitia - CC 
 

And I say, a HUGE 
THANKS to Letitia who 
so willingly stepped up 
and took on the Chief’s 
role of managing the 
whole show!  Ed. 

 

We have no birthdays 

in December so we’ll 

just have to eat  

Christmas cake!   

However, two members 

will be celebrating their 

special days in January—

Vicki on 11th and Hilda 

on 29th.  Enjoy ladies—

best wishes from us all. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=birthday+balloons&view=detailv2&&id=DEBCEC9AB3779C9C52424D0E9F7D15EA16A3DC7B&selectedIndex=184&ccid=%2fZpTExfV&simid=607997762109833739&thid=OIP.Mfd9a531317d5610b9371c103ad93bc32H0

