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February was 
a fun meeting 
when we got 
to play pre-
school! 
 

With our two 
experienced 
facilitators in 

Marion Brown and Kath Snashall, 
each member was given a strip of 
six coloured dots.  It was then up to 
each individual to ‘vote’ for the 
ways in which they considered we 
could raise the funds to cover our 
budget for the year.  
 

In order of preference, the outcome 
was as follows— 
 

1. Entertainment Books (23 votes) 
2. High Tea at The Wardrobe (22) 

3. A paella Night (21) 
4. Mystery Dinner (18) 
5. Sausage Sizzle (15) 
6. Theatre Night Stirling Players (13) 
7. Champagne Tasting (10) 
8. Quiz Night (3) 
9. Event with Liz Davenport (2) 
10. Farm Stay (1) (Hilda and me!) 
11. Car Rally (0) 
 

Our President was quite 
pleased that there were 
no takers for the Car 
Rally—we’ve already lost 
two members recently! 
 

Of course, our biggest 
fundraiser for this year, 
apart from the above, 
will be the Tray Project 
which will take place in 

November to coincide with the 16 
Days of Activism and ZI’s campaign— 
 

 
 

So, everybody, keep an eye out for 
more details about these events, 
come and support the ZC of PNS and 
our goals to Empower Women Through 
Service and Advocacy. 

A word from the A word from the A word from the PresidentPresidentPresident 

A few words of Wisdom:A few words of Wisdom:  

This Biennium is drawing to a close. 
The AGM and a new Club Board will 
be upon us in the next few months. 
It will be important for members to 
consider the positions available and 
be prepared to nominate for a Club 
leadership role.   

Once the Board has been elected 
there will be a responsibility for all 
members to provide encouragement 
and support to those who have 
stepped up into those positions.  
This is very important for the      
success of the Club,  

If you are thinking of changing 
Committees, please complete the 
current membership questionnaire 
and return it with your preference.  
Some re-balancing of committee 
members will be necessary for the 

next biennium so the Club’s       
commitments can be achieved. 

We all have the responsibility to 
lead this Club through the next   
biennium to ensure that Zonta    
International’s objectives are met.  

For me, my focus for the Club will 
be to achieve the goal of increasing 
membership through nurturing our 
own, mentoring the new and always 
extending the hand of friendship. 

We will all need to be creative with 
our ideas of how to share the      
fantastic work we do within the 
community to inspire others to   
become members of this global   
organisation.  It is up to all of us to 
seek out potential members and not 
leave this task solely to the      
Membership Committee. 

To re-affirm our Vision— 

 we are a group of women who 
get together to accomplish some-
thing collectively that we could 
not do on our own; 

 we make a difference; 

 we make a genuine contribution 
to our community; 

 we give service;  

 we do something which is really 
valued……. 

So, for those prospective members, 
come join us? 

Cheers to all until next 
time……   

It’s enough to make you dotty!It’s enough to make you dotty!It’s enough to make you dotty!   

Leanne 

President 
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Around the world, many people will 
celebrate International Women’s 
Day on 8 March.  It is also Zonta 
International’s  

when Zontians can honour a woman 
who has been a role model by mak-
ing a donation to the Zonta Interna-
tional Foundation’s Rose Fund. 
 

Your donation to the Rose Fund 
enables Zonta to continue support-
ing projects and programs that help 
women achieve a life free of vio-
lence and empower them to over-
come gender barriers that hinder 
their access to health, education, 
and professional advancement.  

With each donation to the Zonta 
Rose Fund, your honoree will be 
emailed a virtual yellow rose and 
your special message to let them 
know that they have made a differ-
ence in your life. The campaign ends 

on 4 March. Make your contribution 
now so you don’t miss your chance 
to honour the special women in 
your life.  Click on the rose to make 
a donation ensuring you   
select the designation as 
‘Rose Fund’. 
 

Are you planning to attend an 
event?  No doubt there will be a 
number of Zonta clubs holding 
functions in recognition of IWD. 
The theme for IWD this year is 
“Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for 
Gender Equality”.  
 

However, as is customary, UN 
Women are holding a breakfast again 
at the Perth Convention & Exhibition 
Centre on Wednesday 9 March. Join 
special guests Deputy Premier and 
Women's Interests Minister the Hon 
Liza Harvey MLA, and MC UN 
Women National Committee Deputy 
Executive Director Janelle Weiss-
man.  If you’re quick, ticket sales 
have been extended until 11.59 pm 
on 28 February. 

The speaker for this breakfast is 
Sister Lorraine, Head of the        
Nazareth Centre for Rehabilitation 
in Bouganville, Papua New Guinea. 
In her words— 
 

“I made a decision to 
start this Centre so 
that we could have 
women and children 
coming—and also 
men and boys—to 
get help because 
they were so traumatised. We found 
there was so much violence and no 
way to help people recover and heal.” 
 

Did you know that in PNG there is a 
’Women Only Safe Bus’ and that 
over 1300 women use this service 
each week?  This allows women and 
children to move around Port     
Moresby without fear or violence.  
 

(these details courtesy of  
UN Women National Committee Australia) 

 

Amazing what support and a few 
dollars can achieve, eh? 

MarchMarchMarch———Women’s Recognition MonthWomen’s Recognition MonthWomen’s Recognition Month   

Zonta & AdvocacyZonta & AdvocacyZonta & Advocacy 

The 60th Session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) will 
take place in New York between the 
14-16 March.  It is anticipated more 
than 50 Zontians will attend.  At this 
stage, however, the final schedule 
of events has not been released but 
details will be available in due 
course on the ZI website.  Zonta 
International is coordinating events 
with UNFPA, UN Women and the 
US Fund for UNICEF. 
 

The Commission’s priority theme 
for this Session will be ‘Women’s 
empowerment and the link to sustain-
able development’.  Their review 
theme is ‘The elimination and preven-
tion of all forms of violence against 
women and girls’.  
 

At each session the Commission 
works to the following agenda. 
 

 Engages in general discussion on 

the status of gender equality, identify-

ing goals attained, achievements, gaps 

and challenges in relation to implemen-

tation of key commitments; 

 Focuses on one priority theme, 

based on the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Action and the outcome of 

the 23rd special session of the General 

Assembly; 

 Holds a high-level roundtable to 

exchange experiences, lessons learned 

and good practices on the priority 

theme; 

 Evaluates progress in implement-

ing agreed conclusions from previous 

sessions as a review theme; 

 Convenes interactive panel discus-

sions on steps and initiatives to acceler-

ate implementation, and measures to 

build capacities for mainstreaming  

gender equality across policies and  

programs; 

 Addresses emerging issues that 

affect gender equality; 

 Considers in closed meeting the 

report of its Working Group on      

Communications; 

 Agrees on further actions for the 

promotion of gender equality and the 

empowerment of women by adopting 

agreed conclusions and resolutions; 

 Contributes gender perspectives to 

the work of other inter-governmental 

bodies and processes; and 

 Celebrates International Women’s 

Day on 8 March, when it falls within its 

session. 

You can see why Zonta Interna-
tional and its Foundation have such 
a close liaison with UN Women and 
the CSW.  With our support and 
funding to the UN Women’s Trust 
Fund to End Violence Against 
Women, we have been able to    
expand much needed services to 
assist women and girl survivors of 
violence.    
 

To assist clubs with ZI’s stand on 
important advocacy issues, they 
have issued new Position Papers on 
Migration, Prostitution and Traffick-
ing in Persons.  There is also one on  
Reproductive Health. Follow these 
links to learn more. 

https://register.canbook.me/iwds-event-2
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing+5.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/followup/beijing+5.htm
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/New%20PDFs/PositionPaperMigration.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/New%20PDFs/PositionPaperProstitution.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/New%20PDFs/PositionPaperTraffickingInPersons.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/New%20PDFs/PositionPaperTraffickingInPersons.pdf
http://www.zonta.org/Portals/0/PDFs/New%20PDFs/Women's%20Reproductive%20Health%20Policy%20Nov%202014.pdf
https://zontafoundation16394.thankyou4caring.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=298
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Next month we should have a few 
travel tales as we have four mem-
bers gallivanting to places like NZ, 
Honolulu and Tassie. 
 

Just recently we had an update 
from Molly who took LOA to take 
up a contract in Sydney with the 
Australian Human Rights Commis-
sion. This ended in September. 
Since then Molly has been back and 
forth to Melbourne (for work and 
social), moved her digs a few times 
and has now settled in Bondi. She is 
currently part of a team working on 
the Royal Commission into Child 
Abuse and is relishing the experi-
ence, although long hours six days a 
week doesn’t allow for much relaxa-
tion and socialising.  However, she’s 
managed to sign up for French 
classes again to nurture some      
culture and learning.  What a gal! 
 

Fancy patting a python?  If your 
Editor gets the chance to visit Hilda 
and Wally’s farm, she might.  I just 
hope it has hibernated by the time I 

get down 
there!  Hilda 
tells me it’s 
quite harm-
less (like most 
pythons)─“It  
keeps an eye 

on the chook house”, she said. I think 
I’d want to be one of those ‘free-
range’ hens and get outa there!! 
 

Service with a smile.  Palma Phipps 
was presented with her 25 Year        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service Certificate at our last meet-
ing.  Had not Palma been travelling  

overseas at the time, this would 
have been presented last October 
at the D23 Conference in Adelaide.  
Palma joined PNS almost on IWD in 
1990 (7 March) and has been a 
great asset since, working tirelessly, 
for most of this time, on our Fund-
raising Committee. 
 

Someone who 
has, literally, 
been on the 
move is Dagmar 
who has down-
sized from Bas-
sendean to 
Shenton Park. 
There goes our 
beautiful venue 
overlooking the 
upper reaches of 
the Swan River 
where we’ve 
held many a breakfast and other 
fundraiser.  We hope Dagmar is  
enjoying her new abode and having 
fun exploring her leafy surrounds.   

Kath, our ‘Cushion Queen’, has 
passed on the following note from 
one of our recipients— 
 

“7 February 2016 
 

I was recently in St John of God Hospital, 
Subiaco, for breast surgery and after the 
operation was given a special cushion to 
be placed under my arm for support.  I 
understand this was provided by your 
organisation and I am writing to express 
my sincere appreciation for the gift, and 
also to let you know that it has been very 
useful in helping me get comfortable and 
assist me in sleeping.   
 

This kind gesture has helped in my recov-
ery from the somewhat traumatic experi-
ence of breast surgery and I now have 
pleasure in forwarding a cheque for $100 
as a donation to assist you in continuing 
the valuable work which you do.” 
 

Isn’t it nice to have such feedback—
makes our assembly days so worth-
while and gives 
us all a nice warm 
feeling about 
providing such a 
much needed and 
appreciated      
service. 

Some Admin Reminders 
 

1. Seriously think about taking up a 
position on the new Board.  The 
Nominating Committee are          
currently seeking candidates for 
several vacancies.  Being the busi-
ness women that we are, we all 
have the skills and capabilities of 
taking on leadership roles.  And, 
think about why you joined Zonta. 
Not just to be a table and fork  
member, but to develop your own 
person, to meet like-minded people, 
to take up the many opportunities 
offered (like taking office) and being 
able to serve your community. 
 

2. Change of Committee.  If you 
would like to work on a different 
committee next year (from June), 
please complete the form Vicki sent 
out and return this asap.  Note that 
the Nominating Committee will be 
elected at the AGM.   
 

There is also provision on the form 
to note if you are interested in a 
committee chairmanship or aspire 
to taking on a Board role in the   
future. 

3. Email Etiquette—Subject lines. 
So many of us forget to change the 
subject line when we are respond-
ing / replying to someone about a 
completely different topic.  This can 
be very misleading as your text may 
be quite unrelated to the heading 
on the email you received.   
 

In this day and age of fast communi-
cations, and when most of us are 
time poor, it is important to ensure 
that you don’t fall into this trap. It 
might be quick for you to just press 
the ‘reply’ button, but you may 
wonder why you don’t get a        
response to your message!   
 

4. Payments to the Treasurer.  You 
will be pleased to know that after 
some shortcomings and problems, 
Merilyn is happy at the moment 
with the receipt of payments to her. 
The Club has two bank accounts—
one for administration, the other for 
fundraising, so it is important that 
when making EFTs you select the 
correct account.  Unless you’ve 
been Treasurer, you won’t believe 
how much time this saves! 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club 
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Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

Refuge Update from VickiRefuge Update from VickiRefuge Update from Vicki   
The Board of Zonta House Refuge   
Association has appointed Kelda       
Oppermann as the new CEO.  Kelda 
brings a wealth of knowledge to the 
role with regards the business and the   
sector. She also has the skills to con-
tinue her work on achieving the stra-
tegic objectives of the organisation. 
Well done and congratulations Kelda! 
 

As well, two new Board members 
have been selected in Linda Higgi, a 
member of the Zonta Club of Perth, 
and Sarah Josie, an accountant from 
KPMG. 
 

Positive Pathways Appeal for March 
are items of stationery and USBs.  If 
you missed February’s journals and 
diaries you might like to donate these 
as well.  In Vicki’s absence, Genevieve 
Rose will collect these items. 
 

And for those members who continue 
to donate toiletries and clothes, a BIG 
THANK YOU. 

Utility BagsUtility BagsUtility Bags   
As suggested at 
our Planning 
Meeting last 
month, members 
have agreed to 

purchase 12 of these for $50. This is 
a good way to raise much needed 
funds and will help those members 
unable to support other fundraisers. 
Dawn will have a supply on hand at 
the March and future meetings.  
 

‘Romancing the Stone’‘Romancing the Stone’‘Romancing the Stone’   
There’s still time to book for the ZC 
of Swan Hills’ concert featuring ‘The 
Jane Cornes Trio’ and ‘The Loaded Dog’. 
This will be a fun evening on 4 March 
of entertainment at this unique venue 
at 3 Lilian Road, Maida Vale.  
 

Give Barbara Goulden a call on  
0409 989 065 

for tickets and details. 
 

A little something from the ordinary 
with tea/coffee and supper.   

With due thanks to Robbie Hearse 

for dealing with the supplier and 

placing our order, Linda Tinning 

has picked up the goods which she 

is storing and will, with your help, 

be distributing. We can now say 

that The Decorated Tray Project 

is truly underway.  

Hilda Malanczak has been work-

ing on the brochures, (under the 

kindly, watchful eyes of Dawn 

Newman) with the intent of having 

them ready for this month’s     

meeting.  

Meanwhile, member participa-

tion will make for a successful out-

come. Your role is to locate ‘painters 

and decorators’ with an artistic 

bent, willing to become involved in 

the program which has a definite 

time line. These dates will be 

etched into your memory to avoid a 

very last minute run-around.      

Orders for trays will only be taken 

up until the end of August.  

However tenuous your 

connection, we are hoping 

you will be able to approach 

any Perth personalities, celeb-

rities, sports people, politi-

cians, business identities, 

family and friends—in fact 

anyone who may be willing to 

join in the fun this entire   

project engenders.  

All outstanding trays must be 

returned by September 30. The 

catalogue takes time to assemble, as 

does the sorting of the said objects 

into the various categories.  

The date has been established. The 

Venue is hired. We are taking the 

‘ZONTA SAYS NO’ 16-day     

campaign into the public arena by 

holding our Sale and Auction on 

Saturday 26 November 2016, at 

‘The Boulevard Centre’ Floreat.  

There will 

be updates 

and remind-

ers along the 

way—we 

have 100+ 

trays to deal 

with—and 

your time has definitely started 

NOW!  The Committee is attending 

to the details. Robbie will handle 

the technical art information side.  

Smile now and lets aim to laugh our 

way to the bank!  

   Letitia  

A word from the Tray Project CommitteeA word from the Tray Project CommitteeA word from the Tray Project Committee 

Bits & PiecesBits & PiecesBits & Pieces   
To our two Birthday Girls this 
month—Sue Pertilé (10th) and 

Jean Wyder (22nd). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Enjoy your special day! 

 
Now, this 
is a python 
and ...... 
 

that 
was a    
goanna! 


