
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 

 Volume 15, Issue 16 November 2015 

 

Committee and has been a Patron 
since 1999. She was a Member and 
later the Chair of the Committee of 
Experts on Application of Conven-
tions for the UN International Labour 
Office, Geneva, for 15 years and is 
still a consultant providing judicial and 
general training on labour standards 
in many countries. 
 

In 2003 Dr Layton was appointed by 
the SA Government framework for 
improving child protection.  Her     
recommendations and the report ‘Our 
Best Investment’ is of topical interest 
due to the current SA Royal Commis-
sion on child protection. She is Patron 
of several organizations and sits on 
several committees. 
 

As a result of her outstanding contri-
butions she received an Order of  
Australia in 2012 and the same year, 
SA Australian of the Year. In 2013 she 

received an honorary PhD from the 
University of SA and the Justice 
Award from the Law Society of SA. 
 

Erma Ranieri is one of only a handful 
of women in chief   
executive roles in 
public sector bodies 
at the Common-
wealth or State level. 
She is a passionate 
public servant com-
mitted to shaping 
the future of the 
public sector and other democratic 
institutions. Erma currently oversees 
a number of sector-wide reform pro-
grams.  Over a 30-year career, Erma 
has led major public sector change 
projects designed to transform estab-
lished business practices, and shape 
innovative and forward-thinking    
organisational cultures.  
 

Erma has led equal opportunity, work-
life balance and other employee-
focused initiatives. She has extensive 
experience in strategic HR manage-
ment.  As an advocate for women in 
the workplace, she believes women 
need to have the courage to accept 
vulnerability and take risks.  She    
believes good leaders need to put 
themselves on the line, without com-
promising personal values. 
 

In addition to her Commissioner for 
Public Sector Employment, Erma is a 
member and/or fellow of a number of 
institutes.  She was named Telstra 
Business Woman of the Year in 2014 
and was also SA Winner of the Telstra 
Community and Government Award 
for her role in leading transforma-
tional change throughout the public 
sector. 
 

read more over …... 

A word from the A word from the A word from the PresidentPresidentPresident 

Hi All 

What a fantastic Zonta 
District 23 Conference in 
Adelaide. Panda-Monium 
in name and panda-
monium in action! 

 

It was great to see much of the      
formality had been trimmed with 
business sessions short and sharp, 
allowing much more time to meet 
other Zontians and listen to inspiring 
speakers such as—  
 

Zonta International      
Honorary Zontian Dr 
Marilyn Waring CNZM; 
 

Dr Waring is a NZ 
feminist, activist for 

female human rights 
and environmental is-

sues, a development con-
sultant, UN expert, author and aca-
demic.  At age 23, she was the young-
est member of the New Zealand par-
liament at the time of her election. 

After leaving politics she obtained a 
D.Phil. in political economy (1989). 
Her 1988 book ‘If Women Counted’, a 
feminist analysis of modern econom-
ics, argues that women’s work and 
the value of nature are not taken into 
account.  It persuaded the UN to    
redefine gross domestic product,      
inspired new accounting methods in 
dozens of countries and became the 
founding document of the discipline 
of feminist economics. 
 

Since 2006 Marilyn has been a      
Professor of Public Policy at the Insti-
tute of Public Policy at AUT Univer-
sity of Auckland.  She became a    
Companion of the NZ Order of Merit 
in 2008 and was awarded an honor-
ary D.Litt. in 2011.  In 2012 she was 
included on the ‘Wired Magazine’ 
Smart List of ‘50 people who will 
change the world’.  Dr Waring was 
made an Honorary Zontian at the 
2014 ZI Convention in Orlando,   
Flordia USA. 
 
 

The Hon Dr Robyn Layton AO QC is an 
Adjunct Professor at the University of 

South Australia and 
a National and  
International     
Development  
Consultant. Prior to 
September 2010 
she was a Judge of 
the Supreme Court 
of SA. In her earlier 

legal career, spanning in excess of 40 
years, she has been, in turn, a solici-
tor, barrister and a judge in a number 
of jurisdictions. 
 

Her connection with social justice 
began in the late 1960s when she did 
pro-bono legal work for Aboriginal 
people and took on civil liberty cases. 
She also advocated for legislation to 
prevent discrimination against 
women, later chairing the SA Sex   
Discrimination Board.  
 

Dr Layton was an early supporter of 
the International Women’s Day 
 

continued below ..... 
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Leanne 

President 

 

Sally works as a human resources 
manager for Ecolab where she is   
responsible for vendor management, 
including researching best in-class 
options, selection, implementation 
and managing ongoing vendor rela-
tionships.  She also leads project 
teams to deliver required labour    
programs and works closely with     
procurement as well as key stake-
holders and the broader community. 
 

After joining the ZC of Janesville in 
1991, Sally has served as an Area  
Director, Lt Governor and District 
Governor. She has also served on the 
ZI Membership and Nominating  
Committees.  This biennium, of 
course, she is a Director of ZI and ZI 
Foundation, as well as being our    
District’s Liaison. She has an MBA in 
management and bachelor of busi-
ness degree, comes from a large   
family and has an adult son. 
 

The calibre of the speakers was first-
class.  One could have listened to 
them longer than the allocated time—
so inspirational. All wove their pres-

entations around the Conference 
theme—‘Embracing change through 
Conviction, Commitment and Courage’ 
All of them demonstrated these traits 
during their careers.    
 

Of course it’s not all ‘sit-up-and-
listen’ stuff but we had plenty of time 
for passive recreation!   The venue 
catered admirably for our needs so it 
was very easy to move from the audi-
torium to the Zonta ‘shops’. The  
Bamboo Boutique was very busy with 
a great variety of items to tempt 
one—and help swell the fundraising 
purses of other clubs.  Our Club sold 
out of Zonta number plate surrounds 
and utility bags, raising $400.  Many    
visited the Liz Davenport and Regalia 
Jewellery pop-up boutiques.   
 

With 206 attendees the ‘panda-
monium’ continued into Saturday 
night with much laughter music and 
dancing.  It was a good thing Sunday’s 
program didn’t start until 9 am! 
 

Overall the weekend was exceptional 
with everyone enjoying themselves 
and leaving the Conference energised 

for another biennium of advocacy and 
Zonta development. 
 

Reach out to new members and allow 
them to know the warmth of Zonta 
friendship.  Show loyalty and support 
for your Office Bearers.  Be part of 
your Club—contribute your ideas and 
your opinions—share your talents—
you are needed,  and remember, we 
all have something to offer. 
 

I wish you all a safe and happy festive 
season. It is time to have a rest from 
Zonta business over the next few 
months.  We will all meet again in 
February and be refreshed to com-
mence a new year of activity and  
fellowship.  
 

Before then, however, we will finish 
off the calendar year with a Christmas 
function when we can get together 
with partners and friends in a relaxing 
social atmosphere. 
 

With best wishes, 

Dr Anuadha Mundkur. 
Anu is a passionate 
advocate for gender 
equality and women’s 
empowerment.  
 

Dr Mundkur is the 
Associate Director, 
Gender Consortium. 

She holds a PhD Information Science 
and Technology, Syracuse University 
USA 2007, a Masters in Communica-
tions, University of Southern Califor-
nia USA 2002 and Bachelor of       
Political Science & English Literature, 
Bombay University 1994. 
 

Anu has 15 years of professional   
experience, including nearly 8 years 
working in different roles, on gender 
projects funded by AusAid. The     
majority of these projects have      
targeted the Indo-Pacific region with 
a focus on gender-based research, 
women’s leadership, gender-based 
violence and capacity development in 
gender analysis and gender main-
streaming.  Her extensive practical 
experience in the field of gender     
development and women’s leadership 
and empowerment, informs her     
applied research, consultancy and 
teaching practice. 
 

Anu received an Australian Learning 
and Teaching Council Citation in 
2011.  In 2009 she received the Flin-
ders University Social Sciences      
Faculty Award for Excellence and  
Innovation in Teaching and while at 
Syracuse University she received an 
Excellence in Research Award. 
 

 

Major Genevieve 
Rueger Army Officer 
and Helicopter Pilot 
grew up in Belair, 
South Australia.  She 
went to a local      
primary school and 
completed secondary 
education at Seymour College where, 
years later, she landed a Black Hawk 
helicopter on the College oval! 
 

At 17 Genevieve left Adelaide for 
Canberra where she obtained an Arts 
Degree and trained at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy and Royal 
Military College, Duntroon.  She 
graduated as an Army Helicopter Pilot 
in 2006 and moved to Sydney. 
 

Genevieve was deployed numerous 
times on exercises and operations 
overseas, notably to Papua New 
Guinea, East Timor and Afghanistan. 
In her role as a helicopter pilot her 

experience includes counter terrorism 
exercises with the SAS Commandos 
and supporting the wider ADF.  She is 
now the Army Aviation Liaison      
Officer within the Aircraft Develop-
ment and Test Wing at RAAF Base 
Edinburgh.  She is married with two 
young children and flies civil helicop-
ters in her spare time. 
 

Genevieve is an advocate for the   
advancement of women in the       
Defence Force and regularly           
addresses interest groups about her 
experiences.  She says that her most 
honoured achievement to date, out-
side of defence, was receiving a Zonta 
Women of Achievement Award this 
year. 
 

Our ZI Liaison, Sally Bean, from the 
Zonta Club of Janesville, Wisconsin 
USA presented a welcome view on 
working on the Zonta International 
Board and having the opportunity to 
travel and attend district conferences. 

Sally was very    
approachable and 
happy to have a 
chat with all those 
who introduced 
themselves. 
 

continued below ..... 
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Membership HonoursMembership HonoursMembership Honours   

135 years combined service!135 years combined service!135 years combined service!   

   

   

   

   

   

Five members were recog-
nised recently for their 
service to Zonta— 
 

 Kaye Metaxas (above) 
received her 30-year 
membership certificate 
from Alison Martin (member of ZI 
Service Committee) at last month’s 
Club meeting; 

 

 Dawn Newman (above right) was 
presented with her 30-year award 
at the recent D23 Conference in 
Adelaide; 

 Kath Snashall (right) - 25 years,   
and 

 

  Jean Wyder (below) - 25 years  
also received their certificates at 
the District Conference.  

 

 Palma Phipps, who was unable to 
attend the Conference, was 
also recognised for her 25 
years of service. 

 
 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
CONGRATULATIONS and well done to 
everyone.   
 

With two Charter Members (Alma 
Dempsey and Margaret Field (34 years) 

still in the Club, and 
Marion Brown, June 
Fowler and Alison 
Martin knocking on 
the long service  
recognition door, 
the Club has plenty 
of experience.   
 

Having a ‘core’ of 
long standing members gives the Club 
stability, but we need to be mindful of 
recruiting younger members who will 
bring fresh ideas and inject a new  
enthusiasm to the group.  Vicki and 
her Membership Team are doing a fine 
job in this regard having already, this 
biennium, inducted four members 
with another this month.  This will 
take our numbers to 31. 
 

As President Leanne remarked in her 
message,  we all have something to 
offer.  Variety is the spice of life so if 
we embrace this our Club will remain 
active and vibrant. 

Members on the MoveMembers on the MoveMembers on the Move   

As I reported last month, several 
members have been tripping around 
the world.  Linda, for one, returned 
from visiting the UK and Europe. 
Here’s a slice of her travel diary— 
 

“Firstly, I stayed in London with my 
daughter Fiona 
and her husband  
Michael. I had a  
wonderful time  
with them and  
celebrated my  
birthday which they  
made very special for me. I felt very 
comfortable in the great city as it was 
my fifth visit.  
 

August Bank Holiday weekend was 
spent in Somerset with some of the  
Tinning family. They are always so 
hospitable and welcoming and enjoyed 
meeting Fiona, and Michael for the 
first time. 
 

I always enjoy going  to the  theatre  in 
London. I went  and  saw The  Book of 
Mormon and, with Fiona and Michael, 
we saw the play The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night and the musical 

Kinky Boots (right). 
All the theatrical  
experiences were  
most enjoyable. 
 

I then went on to  
meet my friend  
Margaret in Berlin. 
The last time I was  
in Berlin was in  
1972 travelling on 
my own (a big  
adventure) and staying in a youth  
hostel. I had a great time then and in 
2015, it was again a great time—such 
an interesting and progressive city. 
However in 2015, being women of   
substance, we could afford very com-

fortable accom-
modation and buy     
expensive cock-
tails at the Aldion 
Hotel! 
 

We then went 
onto visit War-
saw, Krakow, 
Budapest, Prague 
and Geneva. 
Each place has so 

much history, art, culture and varying 
beauty. In the Eastern European coun-
tries you felt the weight of the turmoil 
and suffering of the people especially 
with the events of World War II and 
post-war communism, but one was also 
struck by the resilience of the people 
dealing with dark and troubled times.  

I had a wonderful trip 
am now planning for  

and  
2016! 

Clockwise: 
 

Margaret and 
myself at UN 
Assembly Hall, 
Geneva. 
 

Palace Schloss 
Charlotte, Berlin. 
 

Old Town, 
Warsaw. 
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More Traveller’s TalesMore Traveller’s TalesMore Traveller’s Tales   

We learnt about the Amish life-

style, got drenched by the spray of 
Niagara Falls (which is exactly as 
we see in pictures, so no great reve-

lation there). Onwards and upwards 
we went, into the lovely country of 
Canada.  Such beautiful gardens– 
thanks to the climate, no doubt. 
Both Ottawa and Quebec we really 
liked. Then back to the border as we 
returned to USA–they are a pretty 
sour faced lot to deal with at the 
crossing as I hear you murmur, but 
they don’t need to be our ‘best new 
friend’. Mr and Ms Grumpy rule! 
 

At last, away from the confines of 

The Coach and enforced up-close 
and personal pleasantries, we     

approached The Cruise Segment, 
having the GF footy result by 
breakfast time. Now for some Peace, 
Quiet, Anonymity…and Space, with 
only one shore excursion booked!  
 

We shared dining on a couple of 

nights—once with an American  
couple from Georgia I will long   
remember for our conversation, his 
accent and drawl. “You say you 
have land–what do you farm?”  “On 
my land we shoot and hernt, not just 
deer, but derves too.”  “Doves”?  He 
flapped his hand and said “you 
know, tweet, tweet.” (we think he 
was talking about pigeons, but 
still).  “We have doves too, but we 
don’t shoot them!”  He added “well, 
we also shoot rabbits and ’coons.”   
“I can understand that–rabbits, and 
deer too, especially for good veni-
son.” “Oh no! No, we don’t eat the 
deer–they’re for trorphies.” He indi-
cated the mounting on a wall (silly 
me!).  I was also quietly amused 
with his dining skills 
as any cutlery or 
plates to my left or in 
anything in front of 
me were taken and 

used by him. Obviously a true 
hunter/gatherer! The wait staff   
noticed also.  
 

Overall, we were away for 30+ 

days. Saw a lot, learnt a bit more. 
The bearer of credit facilities is   
already working on what we can fit 
in around Nice next year.  

By then the blisters on the plastic 
will have hardened, and the itchi-
ness of standing in another queue 
at immigration long forgotten. One’s 
own bed is truly the great healer for 
such travel sickness! 
 

   Letitia 
 
 

Another travelogue—Ho Hum 

(yawn)─just a Trafalgar Bus Tour & 
Cruise. 
 

The ink was barely dry on our arri-

val stamp in NY when we get the 
news there was a new PM in      
Australia (really?). There is much 
hype–not about our far flung coup, 

but about NY being the City that 
never sleeps. That could be true, 
but I reckon it doesn’t sweep either. 
What a grubby old place it is I 
thought as we drove in from JFK 
airport and spent time moving 
around the city. 
 

We had allowed a few days pre-tour 

to acclimatise, so we did the open 
bus looksee and so forth, also man-
aging tickets to see “The Jersey 
Boys” show one night. Being only 
across the road, we had afternoon 
tea at the Waldorf Astoria–because 
we could—and like me, she is look-
ing a little tired. We’re not sure how 
a face lift (on the hotel) would work. 
As it was it was swathed in scaffold-
ing (as a deep cleansing ex-foliate 
perhaps) which we had to weave 
through to find the entrance. 
 

The bus tour group of 50 was a 

mini-league of nations, as they    
usually are, with Aussies adding 
their number with several footy 
teams and codes being represented. 
So plenty of chat to start the day for 
such is the time difference.  When 
we left home both Eagles and Freo 
had won their first home 
games. World Cup Rugby 
also featured among us. 
While in Montreal, ‘Our 
Boys’ had come through to 
earn a spot in the Grand Final, so 
we proudly wore our scarves– ‘if 

you’ve got it, flaunt it’.  Meanwhile 
we were also keeping amicable rela-
tions with the Hawthorn family. We 
walked up a hill which we were 
asked to call a mountain–Mont 
Real, to admire the view while get-
ting underfoot and in the way of 
serious jogging people. An excited 
lass leapt at us “Oh God, you’re 
from Perth?!” (it was the scarf!)  We 
continued looking-looking when she 
caught us again, with iPad for a 
photo to send back home “or they 
just won’t believe me!” 
 

We were being stalked by The Pope 

so in early days we endured road 
closures and detours. All credit to 
our driver Deb who did a grand job 
in manoeuvring our coach through 
some pretty tight spots. Like others 
before us, we gawked at the White-
house where Mr and Mrs Obama 
stayed in, peeping at us through 
their twitching curtains. My Credit 
Card Carrier was most impressed 
with their vegie garden, none-the-
less! 

continued below ..... 
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PandaPandaPanda---monium! monium! monium! (cuts from the Conference)(cuts from the Conference)(cuts from the Conference)   

201720172017   
Plan to Plan to Plan to 

be there!be there!be there!   
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These actions will be featured on the Zonta 
Says NO campaign webpage and social 
media pages.  
 

Get the facts about violence against women 
through this link.  Our ZI President said— 
 

“Violence against women is not a 
women’s issue, but a societal issue.” 

 

We will hear more about this in future news-
letters and through the ZI website. 

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923 
Email:  secretary@zontaperthns.org.au 
Web:    www.zontaperthns.org.au 
ABN:       69 616 440 942  Assoc. No. A1000362L 

 

Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

Events & Dates to NoteEvents & Dates to NoteEvents & Dates to Note   
Following her attendance at the Zonta House 
Refuge AGM, Vicki has reported that with 
the change in Refuge Manager, Christmas gift 
requests are now more varied. Therefore, 
members can bring one or many things from 
these lists—STILL UNWRAPPED—instead of 
the usual toiletries.   
 

Please bring your gifts to our Christmas 
Windup so that Vicki doesn’t have to double 
handle them.  Many thanks.  

Got a free night on 18 November?  Let’s 
get a group of PNS members together 
and enjoy a meal with our Swan Hills’ 
Zontians at the Mallard Duck.  They will 
be presenting two Studies Assistance 
Grants and we will be able to meet the 
D23 Jane M. Klausman 2015 Awardee. 

Don’t forget our own end of 
year wind-up is at Marion & 
John’s house 6.30 pm on 2 
December.  
Members, please put this 

date in your diary and plan to bring husband/partner/ 
friends along to enjoy a three-course dinner, pre-dinner 
bubbles plus a lucky raffle ticket all for $50.  You will 
also need to bring your own chair plus drinks if you 
intend to have a glass or two! 
 

IMPORTANT— You need to RSVP to Marion Brown either 
her mobile or email BY MONDAY, 23 NOVEMBER. This 
is an absolute must for catering and other purposes, so 
please make her task easy by responding asap. Thanks. 

  

  
  
  
  
  

EVERY MEMBEREVERY MEMBER——EVERY NOVEMBEREVERY NOVEMBER  
  

Zonta International will celebrate its 96th Birthday on 8 November.  
During this month Zontians around the world are being asked to make 
an individual donation to the ZI Foundation.  We have already made a 
personal commitment to build a better world for women but by making a 
personal donation, we will help the Foundation meet its mission and  
fulfil its 2014-2016 Biennial Goals. Every donation, no matter how small, 
will be well received.  Click on the logo above to make your gift. 

The 16 Days of Activism run from 25 
November to 10 December. During this 
period the Zonta Says NO to violence 
against women campaign invites all 
Zonta Clubs to participate by sharing 
their new and on-going actions to pre-
vent violence against women and girls. 

http://zontasaysno.com/getthefacts/
https://zontafoundation16394.thankyou4caring.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=298

