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A word from your PresidentA word from your PresidentA word from your President 

What a busy Zonta       

calendar we have had 
for March and April and 
there is a lot more 
planned in the coming 

months! 
 

Our International Women’s 

Day Breakfast was again a very success-
ful event and I know from the ongoing 
discussion that Patricia Lavater (centre) 
and her two wonderful girls ....... 

has left us all feeling thankful that we 
can help spread the word of The Esther 
Foundation.  Visit their website here. 
You will be amazed at how much is  
happening at the Foundation.  
 

Collaboration between committees and 

members resulted in a professional 
presentation and a very punctual, 
smoothly run morning. THANK YOU to 
everyone, especially our sponsors, for 
your support. 
  

Congratulations to our Area 3 Director, Jo 

Wittorff and the hosting Dunsborough 
Club for a very informative and interest-
ing Area 3 Workshop—“People, Purpose 
and Passion: Keeping Zonta Viable” on 

Saturday 24 March.  The Dunsborough 
members certainly know how to host 
such events with some fabulous home 
cooking and great hospitality which 
flowed over to the Sunday morning 
Presidents’ meeting. 
 

The power of our work was well     

demonstrated with the “Ignite” Program 
which is supported by the Dunsborough 
Club to help high school girls with   
mental health difficulties. This out-
standing program has resulted in   
Dunsborough being nominated for an 
award at the International Convention 
in July.  We wish them all the best.   
 

I was fortunate to have our District 23 

Governor, Judy Gorton, in my round-
table group and had the advantage of 
hearing her world view perspective on 
our discussion topics which was very 
interesting. I do encourage members to   
attend these annual get-togethers as 
they are opportunities to broaden your 
knowledge and to meet other Zontians. 
  

After the workshop on Saturday, I also 
enjoyed a lovely lunch on Sunday 
amongst the gum trees with a view back 
to Geographe Bay, hosted by Angela 
Syms (Dunsborough President). Dawn  
and Linda also attended, so our Club 
was well represented to update on Area 
activities and hear new directions for 
PNS to consider.  An important  issue is 
an increasing focus on risk management 
by clubs as our engagement with social 
media and electronic processes         
increases.  Storage of documents and 
privacy are topics all clubs are working 
on.   
 

A very important date was established 
for our Area’s Centenary Celebration 
Dinner.  This is a ’one-off life-time event’ 
which we should all plan to attend. So, 
mark your calendars—all clubs agreed it 
should be held at ‘Ambrose Estate’ on 
Saturday, 9 November 2019. 
 

Our special April Sundowner was       
extremely well supported by our    
members with a large number of guests 
who seemed to enjoy the information 
night and were enthused by the work of 
Zonta.  It is initiatives like this that    
encourages new thinking, motivates and 
invigorates us all.  My sincere thanks to 
Liz Wason and her Membership Team— 
Letitia Depiazzi, Kaye Metaxas and June 
Fowler for leading this evening.  Many 
more ladies are now able to answer 
“What is Zonta?” and hopefully, many 
will choose to join our Club.   
 

Finally, a very warm welcome to our 

new Zontian, Shelley Williams. I was 
thrilled to be able to induct Shelley at 
our Sundowner. Thanks to Genevieve 
Rose for introducing Shelley to our 
guests. Shelley will join the Service and 
Advocacy Committee.  Read more 
about Shelley later in the newsletter. 
 

 

      Quote- 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Vicki Moir 

“Try to be a rainbow  
in someone's cloud.“   
     Maya Angelou 

https://www.estherfoundation.org.au/
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Planning & OrganisationPlanning & OrganisationPlanning & Organisation   

As Vicki has said, the start of this year 
has been an extremely busy one for 
members.  Our Zonta calendar started 
with the Planning Meeting in February 
when Vicki presented a PowerPoint 
reviewing our 2017 Goals.  We 
achieved many of these; some were not 
successful and others need further   
consideration and input. 
 

Prior to this year’s Planning Meeting, 
Vicki asked members and Committee 
Chairmen for input and this proved to 
be extremely constructive.  A new set 
of goals was presented— 
 

 Goal 1:  Increase Zonta knowledge and 
effective dinner meetings. 

 

 Goal 2:  Grow membership and       
fellowship. 

 

 Goal 3:  Further develop our Service 
and Advocacy. 

 

 Goal 4:  Explore and expand PR and 
communications technologies. 

 

These new goals focus on Zonta Inter-
national’s agenda while at the same 
time allow members more opportunities 

for fellowship.  The recent ‘Sundowner’ 
was a good example of this.  Members 
and guests alike were able to mingle 
and chat in a lovely relaxed atmosphere 
as you can see from the pics below. 
 

Slate for 2018Slate for 2018Slate for 2018---202020202020   

The Nominating Committee, ably led by 
Leanne, presented its Slate at our 
March meeting— 
 

President: Linda Tinning 
Vice-President:   Susanne Vaughan 
Secretary: Alison Martin (1 year) 
Asst Secretary: Letitia Depiazzi 
Treasurer: June Fowler (1 year) 
Asst Treasurer: Vicki Moir 

Directors: Connie Coltrona 
 Merilyn Ide 
 Sue Pertile 
 Genevieve Rose 
Nominating Hilda Malanczak (Chair) 
Committee: Wendy Dowling 

 

Of course nominations can also be 
taken from the floor at the AGM which 
will take place on 2 May.   
 

On that note, a reminder to all Chairmen 
that your Annual Reports are now due and 
need to be sent to Kaye urgently so that 
she can prepare the Club’s composite  
report. 
 

Around our busy ClubAround our busy ClubAround our busy Club   
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For the second year, our IWD morning 
event was another great success. Over 80 
people attended the breakfast which 
was first-class. 
 

Guest presenter—Patricia Lavater—from 
The Esther Foundation was an inspiring 
speaker as were the two other women 

she brought with her. 
Their stories were 
heart wrenching and 
difficult for some of us 
to comprehend.  They 
both came from ‘dark’ 
places 
and 
are 

now on track, through 
the help of the Founda-
tion, to leading far more 
positive and  normal 
lives.  We wish them 
well in their endeavours 
and know, with their attitudes, they will 
be successful. 
 

Once again we were fortunate to have 
some wonderful supporters and wish to 
thank Wendy and Ross for their assis-
tance in sourcing a number of great 
raffle prizes.  Wendy was also our MC 
for the morning and did a sterling job.  

We wish to thank 
again the following 
businesses who  
donated their      
services and/or 
items to make our 
morning just that 
more special. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have an opportunity to support 
any of these entities, then please do.  
Our Club is exceptionally grateful to 
companies, many of whom don’t know 
what Zonta is about, who step up and 
give so willingly and generously to our 
cause. 

 

Sue Taylor (right), 
Chairman of our Fund-
raising Committee was 
rewarded with ‘The 
Standard’ prize.  She’s 
usually the one worry-
ing about how we can 
raise funds to meet our 
budget requirements! 
 

Below we have Adam 
Barbara proudly presenting his prize to 
Tracy Shea who then donated this to 
The Esther Foundation.  Several of the 
other winners also donated their prizes 
to TEF. How generous and heart-
warming was that? What lovely, lovely 
people! 

A ‘Toast’ for our IWD Breakfast A ‘Toast’ for our IWD Breakfast A ‘Toast’ for our IWD Breakfast    

Welcome to Shelley WilliamsWelcome to Shelley WilliamsWelcome to Shelley Williams   

Shelley was born in Perth and attended Nollamara Primary School before completing 
her education at Perth College.  During high school, Shelley was an accomplished    
tennis and squash player, representing her school, her district and in 1972 represented 
the State in Junior Squash.  Her first job was at the R&I Bank in St George's Terrace 
and later at head office where she met her husband Peter. 
 

In June 1973 she and a friend embarked on a five-month trip to Europe travelling by 
ship across the Pacific, Atlantic, Mediterranean and the Suez Canal. The separation 
was too much for Peter and when Shell arrived in Naples he proposed (he wanted to 
make sure she didn't misbehave on the trip!) and they married in 1974.  Shelley was 
able to keep her own name because Peter's surname just happened to be Williams too! 
 

They relocated several times with Peter's job as a bank manager and lived in Albany, 
Geraldton, Kojonup and Margaret River. During that time, their children Jodie and 
Mark were born. Shelley joined the Women’s Small Business Association and coached 
and played squash as well as playing tennis. In 1982 the family returned to Perth 
where Shelley had various part time jobs. Peter raced go-karts (you might think boys 
would outgrow this sport, but yes, even grown men race go karts!), so weekends for 
many years were spent at the track or watching Mark play football.  
 

It was then back to an 11-year full-time job with Telstra. A career change in 2000 saw 
Shelley become a very successful real estate agent for 14 years after which she retired  
to spend time with Peter who was not well. Sadly Peter passed away in January 2017. 
Shelley now works as a part time receptionist. She loves to swim at her local beach, 
enjoys having the odd coffee or three with friends and spending time with her delight-
ful granddaughter Isabella. Shelley is a formidable opponent at cards, a whizz at cryptic 
crosswords and a wonderful raconteur. There is no doubt Shelley will be a great asset 
to our Club. She is looking forward to her Zonta membership and joining the Service & 
Advocacy Committee.  We look forward to working with her to achieve our goals and 
to further the ideals of Zonta.  Welcome to the Team, Shelley!  
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It was a bright sunny morning when the 
Zonta House Refuge Association opened 
its new office and training centre in  
Willetton. This was made possible 
through a bequest by Lois Goodram 
(pictured here with Vicki and Alison), a 
most generous and kind-hearted lady 
who wanted to help women in need. 
 

Minister for Women’s Interests, the Hon. 
Simone McGurk MLA officially opened 
the premises much to the delight of 

CEO, Kelda Oppermann and her staff, as 
well as the many Zontians who were 
present.   What a boon this will be to 
the Refuge’s ongoing work and how 
wonderful for the staff now that they 
have the comfort of working in a space 
especially designed for their purpose. 
You couldn’t wipe the smiles off their 
faces!  No doubt this will bring much 
renewed energy to the Refuge team 
who will now be able to offer even 
more services. 
 

The building is an 
old warehouse 
which, through 
the generous help 
of a number of  
‘tradies’ was 
stripped and   
fitted out with 
new plumbing, 
electrical wiring, 
tiling and flooring, 

then completely repainted and finally 
furnished with the assistance of a grant 
from the Lotteries Commission. 
 

Being near IWD/Zonta Rose Day, it 
was lovely to see so many yellow roses 
given as gifts.   
 

March 1 will certainly be a day to    
remember for many supporters of the 
Refuge, not the least being the staff of 
Zonta House Refuge Association. 
 

Zonta International has just released 
this new logo for our Centenary. There 
are specific guidelines for its use—as 
noted here.  Clubs will need to add this 
logo to their stationery so the PNS 
PR&C Committee will attend to this 
task in time for the start of the next 

biennium 2018-2020 commenceing 
after the Yokohama Convention. 
 

ZI have also given a number of   
examples of how the logo should be 
applied. A lot 
more information 
can be found on 
the ZI website. 

 
 

ZI Announce Centennial BrandingZI Announce Centennial BrandingZI Announce Centennial Branding   

New Building OpenedNew Building OpenedNew Building Opened   

On a related matter, members might 
remember the suggestion by Debbie 
Mason, Perth Club Zontian who 
founded Starting Over Support (SOS), 
that her new truck should have our 
ZONTA Says NO to violence against 
women logo emblazoned on its side. 
 

After a little to-ing and fro-ing in 
regards to what and where this 
should appear, Area 3 Clubs agreed 
to the final wording as shown here. 
 

Debbie is thrilled with the new truck 
and is now able to deliver almost whole 
households of furniture and other items 
to needy families in one go.  So, if you 
see the SOS truck around, give a wave 
as Barbara Goulden (President of the ZC 
of Swan Hills) did one day in the eastern 
suburbs! 
 

If you would like to make a donation to 
SOS you can do so by clicking here.   
SOS accept anything that would make a 
house a home! 

 

https://www.startingover.org.au/
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These three lucky members (Jean, 
Marion and Leanne) enjoyed lunch at 
Parliament House last month courtesy 
of The Hon. Liza Harvey MLA who kindly 
donated this raffle prize for our YWPA 
Awards’ night last year. 

Thank you again Liza for your support 
which is so much appreciated. 
 

 

Our Club has become a 
Member of the Western 
Australian Women’s Hall 
of Fame.  There is an 
excellent video of four 
of last year’s entrants— 

 

 Dianne Smith-Gander.  Non-
executive Director Advocate for 
Gender Equality. 

 Paula Wagg—first female jockey to 
ride against men. 

 

 Professor Arlene Chan. Ground-
breaking researcher at the Breast 
Cancer Centre WA. 

 

 Tammy Solonec. Our Club’s 1993 
YWPA Awardee. Tammy is a      
Nigena woman, a human rights 
lawyer and an advocate for        
Indigenous people. 

 

If you would like to watch the video use 
this link.  All very inspiring women. 
 
 

It’s all hands on deck again for two of 
our service projects— 
 

1. April 11 & May 15—Cushion assembly 
days at Kath’s home, 9.30 am start.  
Let Kath know if you can assist.   

2. May 26—Birthing Kit assembly day at 
  All Saints Church, 50 Berkeley  Crs,
 Floreat. RSVP is by 25 May via 
 Trybooking. The flyer will be emailed 
 shortly. 

Jean was very pleased with the dona-
tions received at the IWD Breakfast for 
the Birthing Kits which resulted in 
$220.60. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed. That’s 73 lives saved! 

One of the guests at our March meet-
ing was Gio Terni who, in response to 
Liz’s thank you to him for attending at 
short notice, was— 
 

"Thank you for your email. It was 
both a privilege and pleasure to  
attend your dinner. Thank you so 
much for the very warm welcome I 
received and also for the lovely    
fellowship you all shared with me 
while I was there. It was wonderful 
to hear about Zonta and all the 
amazing work you do. All the very 
best to you and your members." 

More Club SnippetsMore Club SnippetsMore Club Snippets   

Visiting Zontian from Frankfurt Dr Heidi 
von Leszczynski (second from right), a 
retired paediatrician, was in Perth      
recently and stayed with Alison and 
Barry. She wanted to invite some     
Zontians to a property in Collie that she 
and her family have an interest in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being Easter Saturday and at such short 
notice, Alison rang Elaine and myself on 
the off chance we would be available. 
We were and had a wonderful day on 
‘Myaree Farm’.  A lot of Heidi’s friends 
were there as well as Heidi’s sister, 
daughter and grand-daughter (all travel-
ling together).  She wanted a party and 
that’s what it was.  The Farm Manager 

hosts put on a fabulous spread and the 
hospitality was second to none. It was 
so nice to meet and spend time with 
Heidi and her family. 
 

Alison met Heidi at a Convention a 
number of years ago and has kept in 
touch.  She was particularly taken with 
our ‘Zonta’ registration plates; hence 
the photograph!  As has been demon-
strated here, you can make life-long 
Zonta friends all around the world.  
 
 

Membership Fees 

Treasurer Merilyn has sent out our    
Annual Membership Subscription     
notices. These are required to be paid by 
20 April in order to meet the District 
deadline for transfer of the international 
component. However, should you    
require an extension of time or payment 
plan, please contact Merilyn as soon as 
possible. 
 

These subscriptions can either be paid 
by cheque made payable to the Zonta 
Club of Perth Northern Suburbs Inc, or by 
electronic transfer noting the reference 
number on the invoice. 
 

Members your early attention to this 
request would be most appreciated. 

Irene our Entertainment Book fundraiser 
co-ordinator has forwarded an email 
that members can send to friends and     
acquaintances.  In the past this has been 
one of our better fundraisers and so she 
is looking forward to a good response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please endeavour to advertise this to as 
many people as possible.  
 
 

While we’re on the topic 
of fundraising, don’t forget 
our beautiful rose cards are 
for sale—$10 for a pack of 
six (2 different styles).  
 

With Mother’s Day 
looming up on Sunday, 
13 May, these would 
make a lovely gift or 
go with a gift.  
 

A BIG THANK YOU to 
Letitia for ‘rounding up’ 
and to members for   
donating lots of winter-
wear for the Zonta Ref-
uge. Well done everyone! 

https://vimeo.com/207596279
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Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

Celebrating April birthdays are— 
 

 Irene on 5th 
 Dawn on 8th 
 & 
 Marion on 22nd 
 

We hope Irene 

and Dawn (plus 
Elaine) celebrated 
appropriately and 
that Marion does 
something nice on her special day! 

 
An annual competition is held by the 
New York Times to see who can create 
the best original lexophile.  Here are a 
few examples— 
 
 

No matter how much you push the   
envelope, it'll still be stationery. 
 

I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.    
I just can't put it down. 
 

With her marriage, she got a new name 
and a dress. 
 

The guy who fell onto an upholstery 
machine last week is now fully           
recovered. 
 

He had a photographic memory but it 
was never fully developed. 

 

 
 
 
 

The above ‘one-of-a-kind’ mural 
was painted by talented artist 
Morris Jacobs and is situated on 
the end wall of the training room 
at Zonta House’s new Head   
Office in Willetton.  Such a calm 
and welcoming scene. 
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 If you are interested in attending the above Speaker Series event on 18 

April, you can obtain further information and register at this site— 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/women-for-women-speaker-series-

tickets-40087672307 

 

Thank goodness 

the Easter bunny 

has gone! I don’t 

need any more 

chocolate eggs! 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/women-for-women-speaker-series-tickets-40087672307
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/women-for-women-speaker-series-tickets-40087672307

