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A word from your A word from your A word from your PresidentPresidentPresident 

Congratulations to our 
Area 3 Director, Jo 
Wittorff and the 
hosting Swan Hills 
Zonta Club for a very 
informative and inter-

esting Area 3 Work-
shop program.  It is    

 always uplifting when a 
group of intelligent and  motivated 
women gather to share and support 
each other in our common goals.   
 

We are also fortunate that the District 23 
Governor, Judy Gorton, lives in Perth and 
was able to update us on the work of her 
Board. 
 

Thank you to Alison Martin, Jean Wyder, 
Dawn Newman and Linda Tinning who 
represented us on centre stage during 
the day. 
 

Did you know that 
Alison was person-
ally asked by Inter-
national President, 
Sonja Hönig 
Schough, to be 
Chairman of the 
International   
Service Committee 
for this biennium?     

Although her committee members live 
all over the world—Japan, Canada, New 
Zealand, Bangladesh, Finland, Sweden, 
USA, Germany, Nigeria and Philippines, 
there is no funding for travel.  Alison 
stays linked through electronic media. 
The time zones of course create some 
interest!  
 

Did you know that our YWPA awards 
night is recognised across the Zonta    
community as an example of exemplary 
practice and a model on how to run an 
awards evening? 
 

Did you know that Zonta turns 100 in 
2019 and planning has started to cele-
brate this at Area, District and Interna-
tional levels?  Also that Dawn Newman 
is a key member of this planning team?  
An important decision that has been made 
already is that there will be a Founders’ 
Day dinner in 2019 (not 2020 as        
expected) which will be hosted by our 
Club. 
 

After my workshop on Saturday, I also 
enjoyed a lovely lunch on Sunday with 
other club Presidents amongst the gum 
trees at Barbara Goulden’s home in 
Glen Forrest.  Messages of flexibility, 
openness to new ideas, succession plan-
ning for all roles in the club and building 
‘hands on’ service projects, reinforced 

for me that PNS is doing well and we 
are as vital and strong as any other club 
in our Area. 
 

Finally, CONGRATULATIONS and 
THANK YOU to everyone for supporting 
our inaugural International Women’s Day 
Breakfast.  We were thrilled that we 
reached our goal of over 80 attendees. 
Collaboration between committees and 
members resulted in a professional 
presentation and a very punctual, 
smoothly run morning.  Special rose 
bouquets were given to the event   
committee— 
Wendy Dowling, 
Sue Taylor,      
Letitia Depiazzi, 
Genevieve Rose, 
Linda Tinning and 
Jenny Gleeson.   
 

I also would like 
to acknowledge 
and thank our 
sponsors for this event Lifeworx, 
Clementine Florist and PTM Partners 
Accountants.  
 

“Taking joy in living is a woman’s  
best cosmetic.”     Rosalind Russell 

 
 

Vicki Moir 

Some happy IWD Breakfast attendees. 
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WorkshopWorkshopWorkshop———mini reviewmini reviewmini review   
Over 50 members of Area 3 Zonta 
Clubs were treated to an excellent day 
of presentations and brain-storming 
activities at the Area 3 Workshop held 
at the Cyril Jackson Senior Campus in 
Bassendean on Saturday 25 March.  
 

Area Director Jo Wittorff 
opened proceedings with 
an overview of the day 
focusing on the theme 
“Moving forward,         
 together”.   

 

Jo was followed by D23 
Governor, Judy Gorton, 

who worked through each 
of the biennial goals and ZI and District      
updates.   
 

One of the interesting segments was 
being introduced to Area 3 Zontians 
who hold International, District and  
Area roles.  There would be some club 
members not familiar with all of these. 
Each gave an outline of their task     
responsibilities. 
 

 Alison Martin (ZI Service Committee 
Chairman) 

 Ann Horrocks (ZI Nominating Commit-
tee Vice-Chairman & D23 Nominating 
Committee Chairman as well as D23 
Parliamentarian). Ann travelled across 
from Bendigo and later in the day 

partnered Jo with “Help!  No-one 
wants to be President”. 

 Faith O’Brien (D23 Secretary) 
 Jane Moulden (D23 Advocacy       

Committee member) 
 ‘Tricia Summerfield (D23 Archivist) 
 Jean Wyder (Area 3 Birthing Kit     

Coordinator) 
 Elaine Newman (Area 3 Breast     

Cushion Coordinator) 
 Donella Caspersz (Area 3 Jane M. 

Klausman Women in Business Scholar-
ship Coordinator) 

 Karen Groves & Dawn Newman (D23 
Centennial Celebrations Committee 
members) 

 Carole Theobald (D23 Centurion) 
 

All of these members have ‘stepped up 
for Zonta’ something that Ann Horrocks 
later spoke about with her Nominating 
Committee hat on!  Taking on roles in 

Zonta can be so rewarding.  
As Vicki said in her mes-

sage—“It is always uplifting 
when a group of intelligent 
and  motivated women 
gather to share and sup-
port each other in our com-

mon goals.”  There are 
many benefits to be had, not 

the least being making some wonderful 
lifelong friends.  So think about when 
you might be able to step up for Zonta! 
 

It is always a treat to hear what other 
clubs in the Area are doing.  A whole 
hour was devoted to this segment and 
perhaps could have been extended it 
was so interesting.    
 

Bunbury’s Karen Mazzella spoke about 
her Club’s success with recruiting and 
keeping members.  Sue Flower gave an 
overview of how Dunsborough have 
been so successful with their annual            
Melbourne Cup Lunch fundraiser. “The 
Tipping Point—a closer look!” was Sherrel 
O’Neil’s topic which focused on the Peel 
Club undertaking an extensive review 
of how they operated with subsequent 
change for the better.  Donella Caspersz 
(Perth Club) spoke about their service 
project—“Daring to Speak” helping refu-
gee and migrant women settle into their 
new lives. When it came to our Club, 
Jean Wyder spoke about our YWPA 
Awards and how PNS keep a register of 
past recipients. She showed a short 
video the Club had produced with four 
YWPA Awardees discussing the awards. 
 

Last but not least was Ruth Thomas who 
explained why Swan Hills 
opted for a Studies Assist-
ance Grant to help mostly 
refugee girls in high 
school rather than a 
YWPA Award program. 

 

More on the Workshop …. 

Jane Adornetto, District Lt Governor & 
Membership Chairman, from Victoria, 
was unable to attend but Judy Gorton 
presented “A Vital Zonta Club Life” on 
her behalf.  The District membership is 
doing quite well with a new Area 4 
club—Mitchell, being chartered last   
December.   
 

And who stole the show?  A young lady 
called Bella Burgemeister.  I think she 
would have to be the youngest guest 
speaker ever!  This 11-year-old dynamo 
(shown here with her brother Krishan), 
attends Child Side School in Boyanup. 
When she heard about the UN’s 17 

Global Goals for Sustainable Develop-
ment she decided to write a book—
‘Bella’s Challenge’—that kids could     
understand. Through a project at the 
school—‘From Storyboard to Print’ initi-
ated by Kate Heaslip (founder of the 
Book Incubator), the seeds were sown.   
 

Bella’s book was published last year. 
Pitched as it is towards children, it is an 
easy read, but inspiring and thought  
provoking for adults too.  If we are to 
save our planet we all need to take up 
Bella’s challenge—“I challenge you to 
make a difference!  What will you do?”   
 

For more information about this unique 
school and Kate Heaslip, click on the 
links above.  
 

A hard act to follow but Carole Theobald 
was up to the task and gave an excel-
lent PowerPoint on behalf of D23 ZIF 
Ambassador Erica Majba (who was   
unable to attend).  This covered the Five 
Programs, One Goal: Investing in an 
equal future for women and girls.  The 
ZIF has produced a postcard in this  
regard featured on p.2 of our March 
‘Zontapreneur’.  

As with most workshops, interactive 
group sessions on Advocacy, Service, 
Membership and Resources were held 
each with a group leader.  Notes taken 
by the various scribes will be distributed 
to clubs in due course. 
 

Think tanks are always good value and 
so it was with event ideas for Zonta’s 
Centennial Celebrations in 2019. Karen 
Groves and Dawn Newman, who are on 
the District Committee, facilitated this. 
Karen was kept busy scribing as there 
were so many great ideas, all of which 
will be available for further additions. 
 

The day finished with a Summation and 
Thanks and a convoy to a local tapas 
and lounge bar in Bassendean—the Cork 
& Bottle—a top spot with top food and 
an excellent way to round off the day! 

Jean Wyder 
(whose 
daughter 
Rachel 
teaches at 
the school) 
with Bella, 
her Mum 
Marlie and 
brother. 

http://childsideschool.wa.edu.au/
http://www.bookincubator.com.au/
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How fortuitous for some of us, who 
were able to respond at short notice, to 
attend Swan Hills’ dinner meeting on 15 
March to meet and dine with Dr Luc  
Mulimbalimba Masururu.  Dr Luc’s flight 
to Africa was delayed which gave the 
‘Swannies’ this opportunity.  Thanks to 
Julie Monis-Ivett from the Adelaide Hills 
Club, D23 Birthing Kit Coordinator, who 
alerted us to this. 
 

Dr Luc, Director of MHCD (Mission in 
Health Care & Development), Democ-

ratic Republic of Congo, spoke about his 
country and the plight of his people 
who struggle every day with drought 
and hunger, no electricity or running 
water and living in tiny over-crowded 
huts.  Our birthing kits are used exten-
sively which alleviates some of their 
health issues.  In fact Dr Luc delivered 
his last child using one of our kits when 
his wife could not make it to the hospi-
tal, so he said he knows they work! 
 

Getting kits to outlying villages can be 
rather tricky and challenging as this pic 
demonstrates.  He explained you start 
out on a road which then changes to a 
track which then runs out altogether! 

Dr Luc’s visit to Australia was mainly to 
make contact with as many people as 
possible and to encourage tourists to 

his country.  He gave us an insight into  
the DR Congo, the towns, 
population, scenic areas 
and other tourist spots 
.....“We have gorillas too, 
just like Rwanda and 
Uganda. I am trying to con-
vince people that it is quite 
safe to visit some areas of 
our country now.” 
 

At this stage in the DR 
Congo, Dr Luc says they  
 

.......cont’d under 

Kits and the CongoKits and the CongoKits and the Congo   

require volunteers who will be ready to 
come and teach the Congolese in differ-
ent domains like agriculture, health, 
education and many other fields that 
will help reduce poverty. If travel      
restrictions can be lifted in the future 
this will assist his and other organisa-
tions recruit more volunteers.   
 

Dr Luc has already made a huge impact 
in his country having built a hospital, 
school, training centre and an accom-
modation block for birthing attendants,  
nurses and midwives while they are 
being trained.  No doubt he has contrib-
uted in many other ways, not the least 
being to provide free health care for 
those most in need.   
 

From Dr Luc’s recent visit to Australia, 
a number of excellent contacts were 

made, one being an organisation who 
donated a fully-equipped (and much 
needed) ambulance (right), but he 
needs to raise USD6,000 to contribute 
to the transport costs.  Another group 
donated wheelchairs for kids, another 
medical equipment, chairs, tables, etc. 
Fundraising while he was visiting, 
helped to buy a mortuary freezer and 
radiography machine. 
 

Zonta members in Perth are donating 
clothes, shoes and other items that will be 
leaving in a container in April so if you can 
assist contact Sandra Burns from the 
Perth Club on 0417394824. She has  
requested that we please wrap and label 
any clothes “men”, “women”, “teens”, 
“children”, “babies”, etc. which will cut 
down the end time when it comes to filling 
the container.  They should be clean and 

useable and need to be in Sandra’s hands 
by Easter! 
 

“Please do not tire in supporting us   
because your love care and support has 
changed and saved the lives of so many 
people especially women and children.” 

 

This was Dr Luc’s 
recent message to 
us, shown here 
with members of 
the ZC of Swan 
Hills. 
 

If you would like 
information about 
his organisation, 
click here. 

http://www.mhcdafrica.org/
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The UN Commission on the Status of 
Women has provided a road map to 
women’s full and equal participation in 
the economy. On Friday 24 March the 
UN Member States made this commit-
ment as well as women’s right to work 
and rights at work, as a vital step in 
achieving sustainable development.  
This strong pledge to women’s          
economic empowerment came at the 
close of two weeks of meeting of the 
61st session of the UN Commission on 
the Status of Women.  
 

If you wish to read the Commission’s 
Agreed Conclusions, albeit in an unedited 
form, click here.  One such Conclusion 
reads— 
 

“The Commission recognizes the impor-
tance of fully engaging men and boys as 
agents and beneficiaries of change for the 
achievement of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls.  It 
stresses the role of men as allies in the 
realization of women’s economic empow-
erment in the changing world of work and 
in the elimination of all forms of discrimi-
nation and violence against women and 
girls.” 
 

Another Conclusion states— 
 

“The Commission calls upon Governments 
to strengthen as appropriate, the author-
ity and capacity, of national mechanisms 

for promoting gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls, at all 
levels, which should be placed at the high-
est possible level of government with   
sufficient funding, and to mainstream a 
gender perspective across all relevant 
national and local institutions, including 
labour, economic and financial govern-
ment agencies, in order to ensure that 
national planning, decision-making, policy 
formulation and implementation, budget-
ing processes and institutional structures 
contribute to women’s economic empow-
erment in the changing world of work.”  
 

In a press release by UN Women, the 
Executive Director in welcoming these 
Conclusions said— 
 

“This Commission has engaged strongly, 
comprehensively and constructively over 
the last two weeks in considering the most 
effective ways in which to bring about 
change for women in the world of work. 
We have heard from all quarters the    
accepted imperative to put this knowledge 
into practice. It will take action through-
out society; by all those who spoke to  
represent the commitment of young and 
older, of civil society and parliamentari-
ans, of men and women alike, to embrace 
the great promise of finally making space 
for women to thrive. There has never been 
any excuse for the inequality that exists. 
Now we are seeing healthy intolerance for 

inequality to grow into firm and positive 
change.” 
 

In addition to influencing the making of 
laws and general attitudes, Zonta clubs 
and districts can now extend their advo-
cacy efforts to businesses. We can   
foster the adoption of Women’s       
Empowerment Principles (WEPs).  The 
Women’s Empowerment Principles—
Equality Means Business, is a partnership 
initiative of UN Women and the UN 
Global Compact. There are 7 Principles: 
 

1. Establish high-level corporate leadership 

for gender equality. 
2. Treat all men and women fairly at 

work—respect and support human rights 
and non-discrimination. 

3. Ensure the health, safety and well-being 
of all women and men workers. 

4. Promote education, training and profes-
sional development of women. 

5. Implement enterprise development,   
supply chain and marketing practices 
that empower women. 

6. Promote equality through community 
initiatives and advocacy. 

7. Measure and publicly report on progress 
to achieve gender equality. 

 

ZI supports the goals and mission of 
the WEPs.  Find out more about this 
advocacy tool by clicking on Women’s 
Empowerment Principles. 

If you are considering going to the 64th 

Convention in Yokohama next year (29 
June to 3 July), it’s time to start thinking 
about your travel plans! 
 

After visiting this beautiful port city last 

year International President, Sonja Hönig 
Schough came away feeling invigorated 
and excited. She met with representa-
tives from the Zonta Clubs of Tokyo I 
and Tokyo II, Yokohama, Yokosuka and  
Kanagawa. 
 

She said— 
 

“I had some wonderful planning sessions 
with the Convention Committee, includ-
ing a tour of the Pacifico Convention 
Center. 

We all had the honor of meeting  the 
Mayor of Yokohama—Fumiko Hayashi, 
and were able to present our convention 
to her”, and added—“All of the Zontians 
in District 26 are very enthusiastic 

about having the Zonta International 
Convention in their country for the first 
time.”   

You can watch the Mayor’s welcome 
video here on the Convention website 
and check out the Convention Centre 
and Hotel plus lots more about Japan. 
 

West Australian Zontians will be well 
placed to take advantage of travel to 
Japan as there are bound to be various 
tours from Perth.  As the Convention 

Committee has said—“This will be an  

outstanding event and a once in a life-
time opportunity to get to know Japan.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

News from ZINews from ZINews from ZI   

Time to think Yokohama! Time to think Yokohama! Time to think Yokohama!    

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 28 
Registration/Credentialling and 

District Meetings 
June 29-3 July 

Convention 

http://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/csw/61/csw61_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedited_version_24_march_2017.pdf?vs=3358
http://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Advocacy/Womens-Empowerment-Principles
http://www.zonta.org/Global-Impact/Advocacy/Womens-Empowerment-Principles
http://membership.zonta.org/Events/Convention-2018
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Treasurer Merilyn has just sent out our 
Annual Subscription notices which   
consist of the following— 
 

 International Dues (AUD) $100.00 
 District Dues $  40.00 
 Club Dues $  40.00 
 Total $180.00 
 

The fees have not changed from the 
previous year and should be paid, if at 
all possible, no later than 20 April.  All 
fees are required to be in the hands of 
the District Treasurer shortly after for 
on-forwarding to Zonta International.   
 
 

Annual Reports are now required by Kaye 
Metaxas in preparation for our AGM on 
3 May.  If you are one of the members 
responsible for providing a report, 
please ensure Kaye receives it in good 
time.  It is quite a task to collate. 
 
 

Laurel is taking three months leave of 

absence requiring some space away 
from Zonta for a bit.  We wish her well 
and look forward to her return in due 
course. 

 

As a consequence, 

Marion has taken over 
responsibility for the 
Entertainment books 
having already emailed 
the particulars. The 
cost is up $5 this year 
to $70 but she says is 

well worth it being bigger and better 
than ever.  Let’s see what we can raise—
$14/book is not to be sneezed at! 
 
 

New date for Paella Night 

The Fundraising Committee has settled 

on Sunday 30 April for this fun evening. 
It will be held at Vicki’s home—arrive 5.30  
meal served 6.30 pm—cost $50 and BYO 
chair and drinks.  
Look out for more  
information about 
this event.  In the 
meantime, put the 
date in your diary 
and start rounding 
up your friends!  We need lots of other 
people to make this new and different 
fundraiser a successful evening. 

Palma has just returned from a trip to 

Singapore with her granddaughter—
Bree.  “We had a great time doing all the 
sights—night safari, Amazon River and 
other popular tours, but the highlight was 
Gardens by the Bay.” 

 

 Another date to save is 7 May when 

another High Tea has been arranged, 
this time at ........ 

Shop 2, Woodvale Boulevard Shopping 
Centre, 923 Whitfords Ave, Woodvale. 
 

A flyer is being prepared with more 

details so keep an eye out for this. 
 
 

Liz Wason sent in this snippet from her 

Bali trip.  “It was a girls reunion of 
four Perth ladies who first met 
each other seven years ago at a 
Bali retreat for Business women 
to set goals. We have remained 
firm friends and decided to    
reconnect in Bali. No business 
discussion this time-pure fun,  
relaxation, shopping and pamper-
ing.” By the look of these pics, it was 
pretty hard to take! 

 

 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Our Service Committee has this year’s  
YWPA Award Presentation Dinner in 
their sights with the Timeline Program 
already set and an article during March 
in the Joondalup Times (thanks to 
Irene) encouraging young women to 
apply.  Very shortly high schools in our 
catchment area will be visited to      
promote the awards, provide kits and 
any assistance required.  We would like 
as many students as possible to apply. 
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How time flies when you’re having 
fun—at Zonta that is!! 
 

Here are some interesting milestones 
that have been reached or will be 
reached in the next few years, of some 
of our more long standing members. 
 

40 yrs 2021 Alma Dempsey 
  (Charter Member) 
 

35 Yrs 2019 Kaye Metaxas 
 2020 Dawn Newman 
 2021 June Fowler 
 

30 Yrs 2018 Alison Martin 
 2020 Palma Phipps 
 2020 Kath Snashall 
 2020 Jean Wyder 
 

25 Yrs 2018 Marion Brown 
 

20 Yrs 2017 Dagmar Barnes 
 2018 Leanne Sultan 
 2019 Robbie Hayes 
 2019 Liz Wason 
 

15 Yrs 2019 Letitia Depiazzi  
 2019 Linda Tinning 
 2020 Laurel Coyle 
 2020 Vicki Moir  

Other members on the brink of double 
figure milestones are— 
 

Sue Pertilé (10 Yrs in 2017) 
Hilda Malanczek (10 Yrs in 2019)
Merilyn Ide (10 Yrs in 2020) 
Susan Taylor (10 Yrs in 2020) 

 

Since our Club was chartered in June 
1981, 192 women will have been 
through our membership door. That’s a 
lot of service miles. Sadly, we stand at 
28 as from April but are working on 
some strategies to increase numbers.  
  

Member milestonesMember milestonesMember milestones   

WANT A NIGHT OUT WITH WANT A NIGHT OUT WITH WANT A NIGHT OUT WITH    
A DIFFERENCE?A DIFFERENCE?A DIFFERENCE?   

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!   

The Zonta House Refuge Association is 
putting on its inaugural comedy fund-
raiser on 4 May at Rigby’s Bar & Bistro, 
Perth.  Comedy hypnotist—Matt Hale,  
will make this a night to remember! 

Combining the fun of total audience 
participation with the incredible abilities 
of the mind, Matt turns the traditional 
hypnosis show on its head, highlighting 
the talents and creativity of the        
volunteers for big laughs instead of  
embarrassing them.  
 

Don’t wait, don’t miss out—book your 
tickets here. 

Over the month of April Hilda will be  

collecting sanitary products for those 
unfortunate women who find them-
selves in desperate situations. 

If you would like to help this worthy 

cause and donate items, please either 
bring them to the April meeting or drop 
them off at Hilda’s home.  Otherwise, if 
you are not going to be around, you 
could ask another member to purchase 
these goods on your behalf. 

Zonta Business Cards 

Irene has sourced a good deal via Vista 

Print for these and a reminder has been 
sent to members to bring your details 
and credit card to the April meeting.  
Using her template with ZI branding, 
Irene will be able to set up a personal 
card for each member.  However, come 
a little earlier at 6 pm and meet in the 
foyer outside our meeting room if you 
would like to order some.    

Jean Wyder reported that she and Nonie 
Browner (our WoA Nominee and WA 
Women’s Hall of Fame Nominee), had a 
wonderful evening at the WHF Induction 
night. Unfortunately Nonie was not    
successful but one of our former YWPA 
Awardees—Tammy Solonec (1993) was. 

An interesting piece of trivia, but did 
you read where Zonta International 
Honorary Zontian—Dr Catherine    
Hamlin AC has had a Sydney ferry 
named after her? This is the first of 
six new ferries that the NSW      
government had built in Tasmania. 

Something to ponder.... 
 

Why didn’t Noah swat 
those two mosquitoes? 

We have four Birthdays coming 

up in April/May with Easter in 

between so thought you might 

like to celebrate 

with a funny 

bunny cake! 

April  5  Irene 

April  8  Dawn (& 

    Elaine) 

April 22 Marion 

May    5  Alma  

 

Best Wishes and 

Happy Birthday from us all. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/zonta-house-refuge-comedy-fundraiser-tickets-32812508095?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&aff=escb&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing

