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A word from your President
With Zonta’s close

association with the
United Nations, 24
October (UN Day) is an
important date in our
calendar.

Zonta was the only private sector partner

of the Global Program to Accelerate
Action to End Child Marriage at the highlevel meeting that joined many very
diverse people. All were united in fighting one of the most harmful practices
ZI has a proud history afflicting women and girls. Among them
were leaders and representatives of
of being involved with
African states, the African Union, ministhe UN with a voice at the Commission
ters of Canada, Great Britain and an
on the Status of Women ( CSW).
ambassador of the European Union as
Of the more than 4,500 NGOs with
well as leaders from UNICEF, UNICEF
consultative status at the UN, only 143 USA, UNFPA and UN Women. It was
have achieved General Consultative
encouraging to hear from Zambian
Status which is the highest status a Non Chieftainess Muwezwa how traditional
Governmental Organization can have at leaders, without whom the necessary
the UN. Zonta International was granted cultural change will not happen, rally for
this status in 1969. As such, Zonta is
a common goal.
invited to participate in the annual
Another comment that stuck with me—
Commission on the Status of Women in
“People need to understand that
New York. The Commission is:
marrying off our daughters will not
 A functional commission of the
get us out of poverty.”
Economic and Social Council
“It was a spirit of commitment and
(ECOSOC).
collaboration at the table that felt
 The principal global interenergizing. I am glad that the clear
governmental body exclusively
vote of the delegates at the Yokodedicated to the promotion of
hama Convention allowed us to partgender equality and the empowerner with this movement that will
ment of women.
benefit many, many girls, and through
On 1 October 2018 our International
them many societies.”
President, Susanne von Bassewitz,
At our recent dinner meeting, in keepattended a Conference on the Global
Program to Accelerate Action to End Child ing with October being UN month, we
Marriage at the UN General Assembly in had an excellent guest speaker in
Jacqueline Joudo Larsen, a Criminologist
New York. Here are her thoughts on
and Head of Research for the Walk Free
the Conference—
Foundation. Jacqueline gave us a very
“Let’s stop calling it marriage: It’s a
interesting presentation on the crisis
crime.
and tragedy of Modern Slavery. Read
This sentence has come to my mind
more about this on p.2.
again and again since I sat in a packed
conference room at the United Nations The Walk Free Foundation with International Labour Organisation (ILO), a UN
on Tuesday last week. Seated to my
specialized labour organisation, and the
left was a girl, Maryam Ahmad from
International Organisation for Migration
Nigeria, who herself had been a victim
(IOM), developed the joint Global
of this cruel violation of human rights.
She seemed vulnerable yet remarkably Estimates of Modern Slavery. Click on
to read more
firm and strong when she called for our this link
about
the Foundation.
joint effort to end it.
At this meeting I also had great pleas‘No one can talk about this issue as
ure in presenting long and loyal Service
well as us. We’re the ones affected by
Awards from Zonta International to Alison
decisions that are made.’ ”

Martin (30 years) and Marion Brown (25
years).

Alison has held

roles at all levels
in our organisation. Quite
remarkably she
has not missed
one District
Conference or

International
Convention
since becoming a member
in 1988—an
amazing
achievement.
In the last
biennium
2016-2018, Alison was Chairman of ZI’s
Service Committee, no mean task!

Marion has also been a great contribu-

tor to our Club having followed Alison
as Club President 1998–2000. She also
served on various D23 Committees, has
been a great fundraiser, and as a pilot, a
great supporter and organiser of events
for the Amelia Earhart Scholarships. Our
Club is so lucky to have such fine
Zontians like Alison and Marion whose
contributions have added such great
value to our Club and the work of
Zonta at Area, District and International
levels.

To finish, I like this quote from past

USA President Woodrow Wilson (19131924) who was a great advocate of
the League of Nations in spite of the
fact that the USA did not join the
League, which was the forerunner of
the United Nations—
“You are here to enrich the world”.

I do believe that a

lot of us who are
members of Zonta would agree with
Woodrow Wilson’s
words.
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October UN Month
October 24 has been celebrated as

expand their access to education, health
United Nations Day since 1948. In 1971, care, economic opportunities, and safe
living conditions. Much of this has been
the United Nations General Assembly
recommended that the day be observed achieved through working with United
Nations’ agencies such as—
by Member States as a public holiday.

cating this practice in Niger, and we
clearly see that only joint efforts will
be able to bring about the change the
world needs to see. As we approach
Zonta’s 100th anniversary of success
in empowering women, we are proud
to support this collaboration between
UNICEF and UNFPA and make ending child marriage globally a major
focus of our work in the years to
come.”

INSTRAW—UN International Research & Training Institute for the Advancement of Women.
closely linked with the United Nations
UNICEF—UN Children’s Fund
UNFPA—UN Population Fund
since Zonta expressed support for the
fledgling UN in 1946. As an NGO, Zonta UNIDO—UN Industrial Development Organization
brings women's concerns to the UN,
UNIFEM—UN Development Fund for Women
suggests solutions, draws public atten(now UN Women)
tion to issues and encourages its mem- UNESCO—UN Educational, Scientific & Cultural Another project that ZI renewed its
commitment to UNICEF USA at the July
Organization
bers to participate at the local level.
UN Women—UN Entity for Gender Equality and Yokohama Convention is ‘Let us Learn
the Empowerment of Women Madagascar’. This is an integrated eduZonta maintains representatives of its

Zonta International service has been

United Nations Committee at UN sites
in Geneva, New York, Paris and Vienna.
ZI’s 2018-2020 UN
Chairman is Ingeborg
Geyer from the ZC of
Vienna. Her Committee is almost a united
nations in itself with
members from Austria,
France, Germany, Italy,
Switzerland, Thailand
and USA!

Since 1923, ZI has provided more than

USD40.9 million to empower women and

That Service History can be seen here.
As Zonta begins its centennial bien-

nium, UNICEF USA is proud to partner
with Zonta, once again, in support of
UNICEF and UNFPA programs to reach
the world’s most excluded and marginalized girls. As our International President, Susanne von Bassewitz has said—

“Early marriage is probably the most
appalling act of violence against girls
since it is closely associated with and
often triggers other forms of violence.
Zonta has already worked on eradi-

cation program that is creating opportunities for vulnerable and excluded
children, particularly girls.

This is what Caryl

M. Stern, President
and CEO of the US Fund for UNICEF has
said about our partnership—

“As a partner, Zonta International
has shown extraordinary commitment to women and children around
the world over the past several
decades. The impact of Zonta’s
support is immense.

Social Justice & Human Rights
How apt it was to have a presentation

on this topic at our recent dinner meeting. Jacqueline Joudo Larsen, Head of
Research at the Walk Free Foundation
gave a talk on ‘Modern slavery and the
impact on women and girls’.

 The top three governments taking the
least action are North Korea, Libya
and Eritrea.

There is US$354 billion of products at-

risk of modern slavery imported into
the G20 countries. These products
Jacqueline gave a comprehensive out- include laptops, computers, mobile
line of what is happening in the world in ‘phones, fish,
garments, cocoa
relation to slavery. The statistics she
and sugarcane.
quoted are absolutely staggering with
Australia also not immune from such
Australia sits
practices. Difficult to comprehend.
eighth (based on
Here are some of the figures she spoke trade data for 18
about, taken from ‘The Global Slavery
of the G20 counIndex 2018’. Did you know—
tries), importing
around US$12b.
 Of the 40.3 million people in modern
These countries
slavery in 2016, 71% were women?
need to take
 There were 15.4 million in forced
action to stop
marriage?
sourcing goods
and services at
 There were 24.9 million people in
risk of being pro- Member Karri Coles
forced labour?
duced by forced with Jacqueline (right).
 The top three governments responding labour. Australia
is second on the list of countries not
to modern slavery are the Nethertaking action although the Government
lands, United States and United
has announced it will introduce supply
Kingdom.
chain transparency laws.

Find out more about Australia’s
involvement by clicking here.

What can be done to respond to

modern slavery? Quoted from the Walk
Free Foundation’s Index—
“Our recommendations call on all governments to prioritise human rights when
engaging with repressive
regimes, predict and
respond to slavery in
conflict situations,
address modern slavery
at home, examine public
and private supply
chains, and advocate for
the rights of women and
girls globally. Businesses must join this
fight by collaborating
with government and
addressing the risk of
modern slavery in their
supply chains.”

Jacqueline was very

impressed to learn that
Zonta advocates for the rights of
women and girls and is addressing early
childhood marriage.
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ZI News
Child Marriage
To further promote the work of Zonta
International in relation to ending child
marriage, President Susanne attended
and spoke recently at a side event of the
UN General Assembly. This event was
organized by the permanent missions of
Canada and Zambia to the UN, UNICEF,
UNFPA and UN Women. It engaged
African Heads of State and Governments in a dialogue with the goal of
renewing commitments to implement
national strategies to end child, early
and forced marriage.

In her address, Susanne said—
“We are eager to explore how collaboration can come to life to end child
marriage.”

Following Zonta’s experience with the

in order to secure the human rights of
millions of vulnerable girls throughout
the world.

Click on the following picture to access
the on-line registration and application
material. It’s

Empowering Syrian Women
President Susanne also spoke as part of
a panel at the Private Sector and Philanthropic Leaders’ SDG-5 Forum in New
York about our Eid bi Eid project. She
said—
“Eid bi Eid is about so much more than
meeting immediate humanitarian
needs. It is about building resilience
and empowering women through livelihood opportunities, improving policies
to support women’s economic empowerment and addressing gender
inequalities and gender-based violence
for women living in refugee camps and
in the surrounding communities.”

UNFPA project of ending child marriage Amelia Earhart Fellowships
in Niger, over the next two years Zonta
Do you know a woman who might be
will allocate a further US$2m to this
studying aerospace-applied sciences or
mission. Read more about this here.
engineering at the doctoral level? If you
By joining this global partnership, Zonta do, encourage them to expand their
aims to contribute a lot more than fund- horizons by applying to become a 2019
ing: to raise the voice of opinion leaders Fellow.

NOTE THAT APPLICATIONS FOR THE
2019 CONSIDERATIONS CLOSE ON
15 NOVEMBER 2018!
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
How heart-warming it was to see Nadia
Murad and Dr Denis Mukwege receive
this award in recognition of their work
to eliminate the use of sexual violence
as a weapon of war.
CONGRATULATIONS to them both!

Cushioning Breast Surgery
Read here the lovely letter received

from one of our cushion recipients—

Kath is keeping up the good work and

even when she’s not available, seems to
arrange a few of her friends to sew and
“I am writing to
stuff! The demand is not decreasing by
express sincere
any means. A few of our Club members
gratitude for the
made 31 recently which were readily
cushion I received added to our Area 3 Coordinator’s
in hospital after
stock. Below right Elaine is shown
my breast surgery. delivering a supply to Glenys and
Initially I had no Simone, two of RPH’s
idea what to do
nurses.

with it and thought I would most
likely never use it, but was I wrong !
It was an absolute lifesaver ! I had
severe nerve issues where the lymph
nodes were removed under my arm
and without the cushion, my daily
activities would have been severely
affected. I basically used it 24/7 for
the first few weeks. It is a genius
idea and works extremely well !
Easy to hide under a big jumper as
well. I have since had another mastectomy and was given another
cushion, and this time the support it
gives while sleeping at night in
different positions, is such a blessing. Please convey my thanks to the
ladies making these cushions ! They
are priceless.”

Between 6 March and 1 September this
year, 500 cushions were distributed to
hospitals from Albany to Geraldton, but
mostly to the metropolitan campuses.
Bandyup made 181 of these. The ZC of
Bunbury independently service the
South-West Health Campus.

At the end of September, Elaine and

Area 3 Director Faith O’Brien visited the

Deliveries are always
received with smiles,
lots of thanks and
accolades for this
service that Zontians
and others provide.

Quite often donations

are received from
women after their
surgery. These are forwarded to the making
clubs and help defray
some of the costs for materials.

Of great assistance and much appreci-

ated, are the women of Bandyup
Women’s Prison who make 30 cushion
cases each month which the Swan Hills
Club stuff and finish off.

Prison’s Textile Division, mainly to
acquaint Faith with our partnership and
to introduce her to the Superintendent
and Supervisor. We probably don’t
realize how much the women’s prison is
involved in helping our community.
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Around the Club
Two of our members have been on long
leave swanning around the world completing items on their bucket lists!

Here’s what Liz had to say upon Steve’s
and her return—

“Steve and I experienced a trip of a
lifetime after 10 years of planning. We
spent three months travelling around
Europe driving over 7000 km on the
wrong side of the road.

Everyday was an opportunity to experi-

We started in Portugal followed by one
week of French immersion with a
family in Beaujolais attempting to
improve our grasp on the language. We
then spent four weeks in Champagne
with various friends and family visiting
(including our lovely Marion and John)
with Steve acting as tour guide through
many Champagne houses and villages.

ence incredible history, beauty and
gracious people, not to mention food,
wine and beer! We were so blessed to
have enjoyed such a journey but also
appreciative of coming home to a
wonderful country, friends and family.”

The next part of our adventure was
travelling and staying in Alsace, Lake
Como Italy, Salzburg and Vienna,
Prague, Mosel Valley Germany,
Luxembourg, Brussels and Antwerp,
Utrecht and Amsterdam Netherlands,
Ireland and Hong Kong on our way
home.
Around the Club continued …

In the case of Shelley, who joined our

Club in April, she arranged her travels
with tour groups which probably cut
down many years of planning like Liz
and Steve! However, she still spent
three months away, but took cruises
and a coach tour. Here’s a very brief
overview of what she did—

I have just returned from an amazing
three-month journey—some of the
many highlights follow—

......cruising through the Suez, saw the
ancient city of Petra (below left), beautiful Dubrovnik, stunning Venice, the
Amalfi Coast, Barcelona (the Segrada
de Familie church), the breath-taking
Norwegian fiords and the Baltic Sea
with the spectacular St Petersburg—to
name but a few.

the world is ever shrinking and so many
of our members are taking advantage of
the many opportunities available. As did
Marion and John who flicked over to
France to join Liz and Steve to imbibe in
their favourite tipple! Not something
you could pass up, eh?!

I then went on a
terrific coach tour
around the UK—
highlights were
Tenby, the Giants
Causeway, Belfast,
The Lake District,
Chester, the Scottish Highlands,
Pitlochry, York and
Stratford-uponAvon.

I’m glad to be

home, but I could do it all again!!”

Catherine Palace St Petersburg

Irene also recently took an

opportunity to visit family in
Las Vegas and to catch up
with her grandson there. To
These stories will surely bring back
some nice memories for those members break the long journey she
and other readers who have visited
stopped off in Honolulu for a
these places. When it comes to travel
few relaxing days.
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy
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More from around the Club …

Three happy little WCE

Apologies to all of our Victorian Zonta

supporters—L-R: Kaye,
Letitia and Kath who could
not resist ‘dressing up’ for
our last dinner meeting and
bursting forth with their
theme song! Supporters
from way back, Letitia even
had a replica cup from the
1992 Premiership! Yep, and
there have been three more
since—1994, 2006 and now
this year. They soared high
despite so many set-backs
with key players. What will
2019 bring? Let’s see!

friends (well, we hope we’re still friends
after this article!), and especially those
who supported Melbourne and Collingwood in the recent AFL finals!

“…...we’re flying high, we’re
flying high, we’re flying high,
we’re the Eagles, the West
Coast Eagles ……tra la la”

And what about this shot of Kaye’s

Seems our Club has connections with a Then, there are the Newmans shown

twin grand-nieces—Alison (left) and
Evelyn who live in Melbourne and
joined their parents in the ‘walk’ to the

few sets of twins, ie
Merilyn has twin grandsons who live in
South Australia so she keeps busy visiting. Here they are on their 5th Birthday,
Jason on the left and Xander on the
right.

here all dressed up for a day out—can
you guess which is which? Of course—
Elaine on the
left and ‘yours
truly’ on the
right! We
haven’t
changed a bit!

I know I would
rather have
been on my
bike, although
Elaine says I
quite often get
off my bike!

’G’. They were most likely well asleep
before the celebrations kicked in!

Gynae Day moves to London! (gotta keep the blue and gold going!)
Kath Mazzella OAM has been taking her

message to the world with a trip to the
UK this year. Here she met with several
people—




The 2nd female President of the Royal
College of Obstetrics regarding an International Gynaecological Day which
they agreed to consider celebrating in
the near future. The President blogged
that gynaecological health should not
be taboo.
Gave a presentation to the Zonta Club
of London II—below photograph.



Also presented to the London Soroptomist Club lobbying for an International Gynae Day.

Kath also reported that she’d had

another successful IGAD event this year
at KEMH, the sixth year this has been
organised. She also reported that she
was working with a group at present to
promote sexuality and gynaecological
health and to ‘stay tuned’. She’s hoping
this will blow gynae health awareness
out into the world! With Kath’s determination and perseverance it probably will!

in your Zonta life!
Dagmar couldn’t have been happier
when she won a doll at our Club’s
2008 Christmas Windup! She’s still
a ‘girl’ at heart!!
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A Note from an Award Finalist
Following our spectacular YWPA

Award evening, the following email was
received from a former Finalist—Sarah
Soon—who attended the dinner with
her father Danny. This was in response
to an earlier email I had sent to Sarah
asking about her career path.

“Thank you for the thoughtful
email! The evening was so special
to attend and it was a privilege to
witness such beautiful young
women be so passionate about
ZONTA. It was such a wonderful

night with a great atmosphere! I
am so honoured to be connected to
such a wonderful organisation,
which I truly believe will always
hold a place in my heart.
I am currently studying at the
University of Western Australia,
undertaking a bachelor of Biomedical Sciences majoring in
Physiology. I still have a passion
for health science and even though
becoming a Physiotherapist is not
out of my list, I chose this course

in order for myself to experience a
range of different fields in the
Health Science area to figure out
which one is my passion.
........I look forward to attending
more upcoming events of ZONTA
to catch up with you and all of the
rest of the amazing committee.”

How nice was that?

It is, indeed, a
privilege for our members to know
these young women. They are all very
special individuals with whom we wish
to keep in touch.

Coming Events & Diary Dates
High Tea at Wardrobe Fashions

October 20—RSVP 13 October
These functions are always a fun and
pleasurable way to spend an afternoon.
It’s also a lovely way to catch up with
friends, have a few giggles trying on the
latest fashions (keep Melbourne Cup
Day in mind) and enjoy a scrummy
afternoon tea that only Zontians know
how to provide!

Lucy Bohan Nursing Bursary

Area 3 Founders’ Dinner

November 10
Our Area Director and the ZC of Perth
are hosting this event at the Royal Perth
Golf Club to celebrate Zonta’s 99th
Birthday (8 November). This will also
feature presentations for the Area 3
‘Woman of Achievement’ and ‘Jane M.
Klausman Women in Business Scholarship’.

the 16 Days of Activism commencing 25
November and ending 10 December.
PNS Club Christmas Windup

December 5
This will be a slightly different format
this year and will be held at the home of
our President. More details will be
available once final arrangements are
known.

It’s not too soon to be planning for the
This will be the following 2019 events.
our Club’s Nursing Bursary to a student 28th such march and the Zonta House
March 23 has been set aside for the
from Edith Cowan University, JoondaRefuge Association is calling for all
Area 3 Workshop which the ZC of Peel
lup. We are looking forward to hearing supporters to join them.
will host.
Dr Caroline Vafeas, Senior Lecturer,
September 6—8 are the dates for the
I
f
you
would
like
to
participate
and
School of Nursing and Midwifery, speak
combined Districts 16,22,23 & 24
need
more
details,
please
call
1800
870
about a recent educational trip to
Centenary Conference in Brisbane.
149
(option
5)
or
email
Bhutan when a number of final semesNovember 9 has been booked for Area
ekent@zontahouse.org.au
ter students explored health care in this
country. Of course we are also looking This ties in with ZI’s ZONTA Says NO to 3’s 100th Anniversary Dinner at
‘Ambrose Estate’ Wembley.
forward to meeting our award recipient. Violence Against Women Campaign and
Silent Domestic Violence March

November 7 will be the presentation of November 23, 10.30 am

Special wishes to the following
lovely ladies—
Oct 10
Oct 16
Nov 3

Kath
Liz
Palma

Oct 21
Oct 18
Nov 13

Wendy
Kaye
June

Enjoy your day whatever you may do!
L-R: D22 Sandy Venn-Brown, D24 Sharyl Scott, ZI President Dr Susanne von
Bassewitz, D23 Jane Adornetto and D16 Souella Cumming

It’s all happening now! The first newsletter has just been circulated
with lots of information for your planning ahead. And an invitation
has been issued by the ZI President and the four Governors to you
to attend. Remember, this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!

To finish on a note from Kofi Annan—
“More than ever before in human history, we
share a common destiny. We can master it
only if we face it together. And that, my
friends, is why we have the United Nations.”

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923
Email: secretary@zontaperthns.org.au
Web: www.zontaperthns.org.au
ABN:

69 616 440 942 Assoc. No. A1000362L
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