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A word from your President
We are ending our

year with a lot of
successes. As usual
Sue Pertilé and Jean
Wyder organised
another successful
Lucy Bohan Nursing
Bursary winner with
the selection of Danae
Bromilow who was presented with her
Award at our meeting on 7 November.

Following the Founders’

Dinner, I received some very
news from Jane Adornetto
(D23 Governor) that Kerran had been
named the District’s JMK Awardee! I was
given the honour of informing Kerran
personally and so met with her, her twin
sister Karleah and their Mother for
coffee. What a surprise, and how
happy they were at this latest news!
Shown below, Kerran on the left, myself
and Karleah. Our Club has connections
Our strong relationship with the School with Kerran via our support for the ECU
of Nursing and Midwifery was further
Women in Business Network.
demonstrated by the ongoing support
of Senior Lecturer Dr Caroline Vafeas
who gave a very interesting presentation on a recent trip to Bhutan (read
more about this on pages 3/4).

pleasure to hear Vanessa Buffham, the
Zonta House Refuge’s Positive Pathways Community Engagement Officer,
speak about this Program.

Vice-President Susanne Vaughan and I

met with Kirsten Shearn A/CEO of the Pat
Giles Centre on 12 November. Kirsten
updated us on the work of the Centre
and the value of the donation that was
made from Mal Dempsey and Family in
honour of our much loved Charter
Member Alma. You can read more
about this later in the newsletter.

Our Club values very much the

connections we have with Zonta
House Refuge and the Pat Giles
Centre as part of our work in carrying out Zonta International Goal 1:

The Bursary honours our Club’s second

President Lucy Bohan (1982–1984) who
held high profile roles in the fields of
nursing and administration. I am sure
Lucy would have been very proud of
Danae as she would be of all of the past
winners.

ZONTA INTERNATIONAL
GOAL 1

We maximise our impact through
service and advocacy initiatives and
educational programs that
empower women and girls.

At last our Club Constitution, after
having
gone through eighteen months
On 10 November it was a pleasure to Both Irene and Kerran are two impresor
so
of
review and editing at Club and
sive
women—Irene
at
the
peak
of
her
attend the Perth hosted Founder’s
Area
3
Committee
levels, has been
successful
career
and
Kerran
on
the
Dinner and to be able to enjoy the
passed by the Department of Mines,
brink of which, I am sure, will also be a
company of fellow Zontians, guests,
Industry Regulation and
supporters and the four excellent nomi- very successful career.
Safety Consumer
nees for the Woman of Achievement
Now moving onto other matters,
Protection. When I was
Award. Choosing a winner would have
congratulations to Chair Wendy and the
informed that our Club
been quite a task for the Selection
Fundraising Committee for organising
had successfully gone
Panel, but PNS were elated that our
the very successful HighTea at Wardthrough the ratification
nominee—Irene Stainton—was named
robe Fashions last month which raised
process, I thought, it’s
this year’s recipient. Read more about
almost $780. Sipping champagne, drinktime to break out the
Irene on p.2
ing tea and coffee, eating dainty and
Champagne! What a
Our Club was so pleased to see Kerran tasty food, trying on clothes and enjoy- relief to put that document to bed!
Olson presented with her $1500 Area 3 ing the company of like-minded women I look forward to seeing you all at our
is always an excellent way to spend an
Jane M Klausman Women in Business
Club’s Christmas Party where we will
Scholarship certificate, this having been afternoon.
have much to celebrate and to look
announced back in June.
Apart from attending the Zonta House forward to as we move
After leaving a bequest,
Refuge AGM on 22 October, I also
into 2019—our 100 year
this scholarship was
attended an Impact 100 dinner on 30
Anniversary, celebrating
named in honour of
October where Zonta House was one
the great work of Zonta
Jane M. Klausman
of five finalists for major grants from a
over the past century!
who was a member of
generous group of philanthropists. The
the Zonta Club of
Refuge, although they didn’t pick up
Syracuse, New York,
one of the two major $1,000,000
USA.
grants, they won $10, 000. It was a

Linda
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PNS in 2018 Awards News!
What a busy and thrilling week our

Club has had with two of our nominees
receiving Awards at the Founders’ Day
Dinner held on 10 November at the Royal
Perth Golf Club.

Area 3’s ‘Woman of Achievement’ Award

ing, full-time work and raising a small
child. Much to her credit she achieved a
Bachelor of Applied Science and has
had a distinguished career since.

Naturally enough, Irene has been

involved with many Aboriginal projects
was presented to our Club’s Nominee— and has been responsible for a number
Irene Stainton. Irene is shown here with
the Hon. Simone McGurk (Minister for
Child Protection, Women’s Interests,
Prevention of Family and Domestic
Violence and Community Services) and
D23 Lt Governor Sandra Burns (on right).

Irene is a proud Nyoongar Elder, a

Mother and Grandmother. Her path to
success was born out of necessity as an
Aboriginal child of the 50’s and coming
from a family of eight, she grew up with
very little—not enough food on the
table, welfare assistance and being
referred to regularly as a “Welfare” kid.

When her marriage broke down and

she became a sole parent, she turned
her focus to a career and income generation. She enrolled at Curtin University, now facing the challenge of study-

While the successful candidate for the

Area 3 Jane M. Klausman Women in
Business Scholarship was announced
some months ago, the formal presentation was postponed until the recent
Founders’ Dinner. The proud winner,
Kerran Olson is shown here, all smiles,
with Zonta International Director, Judy
Gorton. (Judy is a member of the ZC of

Irene is passionate about ensuring her

people have a voice and has worked
tirelessly on many
committees in this
regard. She has
represented Australia
at the UN delivering
reports relating to
the forced removal of
children from their
families and the inequities of the juvenile justice system.

Irene is Manager of

Coming from such a large family, after
leaving school, Irene got a job in order
to contribute financially to the household. She worked in a number of
sectors including a 30-year career as a
public servant which presented many
opportunities for development.

trar for Aboriginal Sites in WA for seven
years. She Chairs the WA Museum’s
Aboriginal Advisory Committee, which
she has done for 21 years, and she is a
member of its Board of Trustees.

of initiatives, including being the instigator of the State Government erecting
a memorial in King’s Park in honour of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
men and women who paid the ultimate
price. This was supported by the RSL.

Irene is particularly interested in the

protection of Aboriginal Heritage and
Culture and was employed as the RegisPerth and took up her ZI duties in July.)
Kerran’s twin sister—Karleah, also
attended the dinner.

Kerran is in her final year of a double

bachelor in Arts and Business, which
comprises an arts major in writing, an
arts minor in Indigenous studies, and a
business major in tourism and hospitality management. She has been invited
to enrol in post-graduate studies next
year, based on her academic results,
and plans to undertake a master’s
degree in eco-tourism or cultural tourism, as this combines her interests in
both tourism and Indigenous studies.

Now, fast forward to this week when
we heard about Kerran’s District
Award which is worth US$2,000. In
her application, Kerran wrote—

“I would like to continue my studies in
tourism through a master’s degree so
that I can help to improve or establish
community-run Indigenous businesses in
tourism, as I believe there is a lot of
potential for growth in this area that

Aboriginal Affairs at
INPEX, Japan’s largest oil and gas exploration and production
company. Their footprint in Australia is in
Darwin, Perth and the Kimberley. In her
role Irene works extensively with the
Larrakia people.

Irene’s achievements align so well with
Zonta’s Objects and we congratulate
her again on receiving this Award.

(Irene’s bio is far too long to print here so
if anyone would like to read it in full,
please let me know. Ed.)
would benefit tourists themselves, Australia as a tourism destination, and the local
communities involved. I believe that tourism can be beneficial as a business not
only economically, but also in terms of the
socio-cultural benefits it can bring to an
area and its people.

The Zonta International Jane M. Klaus-

man Women in Business Scholarship
would help me to achieve these goals by
assisting me financially through my studies, as well as allowing me to be involved
with a global organisation committed to
empowering and supporting women
through education. I would be honoured
to be considered for this scholarship and
thank you for the opportunity.”
CONGRATULATIONS!
PNS are elated at this news and have no
doubt, with this added incentive, Kerran
will achieve her goals!

The Jane M. Klausman Women in
Business Scholarships look to the
women of today
to be the leaders of tomorrow.
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More on the Founders’ Dinner
Well done to the ZC of Perth for hosting

the 2018 Founders’ Day Dinner on behalf
of Area 3 Director Faith O’Brien. Zontians
from all clubs enjoyed what was a warm
and fuzzy ambience, many catching up
with friends they hadn’t seen for some
time, eg the amazing Margaret Medcalf
OAM shown below (middle) with other
Perth Zonta Club members Lennie
McCall and President Donella Caspersz.
L-R: Hon Simone McGurk MLA, Caroline Thompson, Deanne Shade, Janinne Gliddon & Irene Stainton

Four clubs entered nominees, shown

above right, all of whom deserved the
Award. They were—

 Janinne Gliddon (ZC of Perth).
Janinne initiated, coordinates and
manages Australia’s first hospitalbased Aboriginal Volunteer Program
which focuses on supporting
Aboriginal birthing mothers to have
a safe and secure experience during
this important time of their lives.
Read more here.

 Irene Stainton (ZC of PNS). See the
details about Irene on p.2. A BIG
thank you to member Jean Wyder
 Caroline Thompson (ZC Swan Hills).
who suggested nominating Irene
Caroline started ‘Girls Without Limits’
and for the time spent
a NFP group whose vision is—“To
interviewing and preparcreate a community of belongingness
ing the citation. Jean
that provides the ingredients for
has been involved in
Young Girls to reach their full
many of our submispotential.” Read more via this link.
sions which entail a lot
 Deanne Shade (ZC of Dunsborough).
of work, but have paid
Deanne initiated “Ignite” to assist
dividends in the end!
high school students with mental
health difficulties.

The evening was well emceed by

former 2015 Area 3 and D23 Jane M.
Klausman Women in Business Scholarship
Awardee, Gabrielle Walker shown here at
the time of her award.

The Woman of

Achievement
Award, unique
to Area 3,
commenced in
1985. We are
proud to report
that our Club’s
stats show PNS
has been successful on 16 out of the 32
occasions. However, since 2012 the
Award is only held every two years.

Celebrating Zonta International’s birth-

day in this way is always special and so
rewarding for the women we honour. A
top night of fellowship.

Lucy Bohan Bursary Awarded
As is usual at our November meetings,
the Club presented its ‘Lucy Bohan
Nursing Bursary’ to another worthy
recipient in Danae Bromilow. Danae, a
single Mum, is studying nursing at the
ECU campus in Joondalup.

Senior Lecturer of the Nursing Faculty,
Dr Caroline Vafeas said of Danae—

In accepting the award, Danae

said she was honoured but also
thrilled that the $1,000 Bursary
would help defray some of her
study costs such as text books,
technology, documentation and
uniform as well as day care costs
for her son.

“Danae is a mature, high-achieving
undergraduate student who has
received Distinctions consistently

throughout her studies.”

Danae has a passion for Mental Health
and is looking to pursue this interest on
the completion of her degree.
Having worked in other fields and now
changed her career path,
we have no doubt that
Danae’s determination
and hard work will see
her achieve her goal.

We were delighted also

The Bursary is offered to a

female nursing student who has
completed the first year of study
towards a Bachelor of Science
(Nursing) or a double degree in
Bachelor of Science (Nursing)/
Bachelor of Science (Midwifery). Sue Pertilé

Linda Tinning
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that Dr Vafeas agreed to
speak about the
Faculty’s Practicum to
Bhutan when she
escorted 10 students on
a study tour. Read more
about this fascinating
trip over the page …..
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Lucy Bohan Bursary, cont’d

The title of Dr Vafeas’ presentation was
“Health Care—A Cultural and Spiritual
Experience”. The purpose of the trip
was to gain an appreciation and understanding of different health care
systems from a student’s perspective.

Bhutan? Exactly where is it?

As well as communicating and learning

As you can see, Bhutan is in a very

mountainous region. Here are some
facts—










It is the size of Switzerland.
Has a population of 730,000.
Is a democratic monarchy.
Jigme Dorji Wangchuck is the 5th
King.
It was Founded in 1616.
Has 70% forest.
The capital of Thimphu has a population of 114,551.
The Airport Paro is one of the most
dangerous to fly into.
Has restricted access.

Here endeth your geography lesson!

as much as they could from the local
nursing students and hospital staff, the
group was also able to do a little exploring. One place they visited was the
aptly named ‘Tigers Nest Monastery’,
Government’s philosophy is to make
taking 1 to 1½ hours walking up hill to the Bhutanese people happy and this
reach! You wouldn’t want to be a sleep seemed to be evident during the visit.
walker!!
There is an opportunity for Bhutan
nurses to visit ECU to help improve
their education. If this transpires, they
will be welcomed warmly with the ECU
students reciprocating the friendliness
and courtesies shown to them.

Dr Vafeas concluded her most informative talk by saying—“We heard the

students singing their faculty song as a
morning ritual!”
ECU facilitate clinical placements each
year for students in Cambodia, India,
Nepal, Laos, Philippines, Tanzania and
The monastery is functioning and
active with the monks’ discipline touch- Thailand. I wonder what Lucy Bohan
would think about this program.
ing the lives of the people. The

ZI and the 16 Days of Activism
The United Nation’s ‘Declaration on the

Every day, Zonta members support

women and girls around the world by
saying NO to violence against women.
This month, members will say it even
louder during the
16 Days of Activism Against GenderBased Violence Campaign
from
25 November to 10 December.

The 2018 Zonta Says NO to Violence

Against Women campaign will match
Zonta International's efforts to help end
child marriage which, this year alone,
will affect more than 12 million girls
worldwide.

Elimination of Violence Against Women’
defines violence against women as—
“any act of gender-based violence that
results in, or is likely to result in, physical,
sexual or psychological harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acts,
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of
liberty, whether occurring in public or in
private life”.

club displayed shoes representing the
number of reported assaults in their
community. Locally, the ZC of Peel had
their Council light up the city bridge in
orange and Club members wore their
high-viz Zonta Says NO jerkins.

Zonta clubs around the world will use

this period to advocate to promote the
human rights of women at international,
national and local levels, eg a Swedish

ZI has prepared some Advocacy Tools
that clubs can access at this website.

Dates to remember during this period
of activism are—





25 November—International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against
Women
1 December—World AIDS Day
10 December—Human Rights Day
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy
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Around the Club
Of course we’re all abuzz with having
three Area and District awardees to
boast about. However, these just don’t
happen. A lot of background work goes
into nominating, liaising, application
follow-ups and so on, not to mention
those involved on selection panels. It’s
all part of empowering women and
what we do! So thank you to everyone
involved with these awards.

Over the past month or so, PR Chairman Irene has been spending time in
USA with her family and catching up
with her gorgeous grandson. Here’s
what she wrote early October.
“I had a great time in Hawaii with my two
sisters and also caught up with five of my
close friends from Primary and High
School after 34 years, reminiscing the

good old days and sharing our life
experiences!

I also have exciting news just announced

this week! I'll be a grandma again as my
daughter is expecting her second child in
had to get used to driving on the right side April next year so hopefully I will be making another trip back.”
of the road again, but after 2-days of
guided driving with my daughter, it all
came back
We received this letter from a grateful
naturally as if
cushion recipient who wishes to make a
I'd never left. I
small donation—
take my grand“Dear Zonta Club Members,
son Oliver to
school each
I want to sincerely thank you all for your most
morning and
thoughtful and generous gift – my beautiful
pick him up
blue cushion. It has been quite a journey to
afterwards. I'm also doing 1½ hours of
go through my diagnosis, mastectomy and
volunteer work at Oliver's school canteen finally, reconstruction. My cushion has
twice a week helping students open their
supported me following two operations, while
lunches, if they want something or need to I've slept with a drain in and needed to prop
use the toilet. One girl had her shoelaces up my arm, to more recently, popping it
knotted together by one of the naughty
behind my good shoulder so I can partially
kids. I had to use pointy scissors to unside sleep more comfortably.
knot them so she could walk
I cannot believe how
properly! Other kids played
wonderful my beaugames raising their hands to
tiful blue cushion
call me over and telling me
knock knock jokes! It’s all fun has been! Such a
comfort. Thank you
stuff and part of the experiso much to whomence I guess. I’ve also taken
ever gave their time,
up a gym membership at the
love and skills to
local YMCA and attend gym
make it. An added bonus is how well it
classes each morning after
matched our bed quilt cover!”
dropping Oliver off.

I've been in Las Vegas for a week now and

More from around the Club …

Sue and John have been on an extended

trip through South America and had this
to say—

in your Zonta life!

“Impossible to capture so many

Wonders of the World in a few pictures!
What a trip! Chile
is just surreal, the
Atacama Desert,
Patagonia and
the Fjords, Iguazu
Falls, Sacred
Valley, Machu
Picchu and Cuba.

Seven weeks of
adventure. Truly
blessed!!”

Dunsborough Club’s Melbourne Cup
days were always a blast. Heard on
the grapevine (the Zonta one of
course!) that this year’s was a sell out.
This iconic day brings back lots of fun
memories for some of us. Like the
1994 event held at Newtown House.
Our table backed this filly—”Flying
High” by Good Management out of
Zonta! It romped home and paid
handsomely. Wonder if the five legs
had anything to do with it!!!!
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Dividends for Dempsey Donation
As mentioned in Linda’s message, we

received an email from the Acting CEO
of the Pat Giles Centre, saying—

“Linda it was so lovely to spend time
with you this week and I thank you so
much for the continued support both
yourself and Zonta provide to our
agency. As we discussed, I wanted to
provide you with an update on
Wollstonecraft.

When we launched Wollstonecraft we
had a vision of developing a self determined employment model, that we

could prove, via research, ended family
and domestic violence. We do this in
the in-home aged care service provision sector as we believe vulnerable
communities serving vulnerable
communities creates an harmonious
relationship.

We have so far engaged 3 women into
the program, who are progressing so
well. They continually tell us how this
changed their lives. The money provided to us from Zonta enabled us to
purchase a safety system, whereby we

are able to keep track of our women at
all times, via their telephone. We were
also able to purchase, using combined
donations, uniforms, cleaning equipment and training in Cert 1 Cleaning.

We can’t thank you all enough for your
wonderful support of our program. It
means a great deal.
With best wishes

Kirsten”

We know Alma would be pleased to

know that her donation is helping these
vulnerable women.

Fashion Frenzy last Fandango for Year
Our afternoon last month at Wardrobe

Fashions was our last fundraiser for the
year. There was the usual buzz with
members and guests searching the
racks for that special little number taking breaks to enjoy a little refreshment
and delectable eats.
These ladies
seem to be
saying—
“Do I need
this? Is this
the colour I
want?

Merilyn always does this so well.

Of course there was the obligatory
raffle! Kath did a
good job of selling
tickets. One guest
here with not only
one prize, but two!

It was also nice
to see one of
the staff
members
(below right)
in luck.

Thanks again to Wendy and

her Fundraising Team who
have worked so hard to
make recent events successful. Wendy, too, has stepped
in as Chairman, while Sue is
on leave of absence, despite
having such a busy work and
travel life.

We had the

usual passing
parade of fashions tempting
shoppers to try
on garments.

More PR & Socialising
It seems the last few weeks have seen a
packed social round for our President—
and others! On the 18 October Linda
and ‘Yours Truly’ attended the ECU
Women in Business Networking event at
the Hyatt. Shown here L-R next to me
are—Karleah and Kerran Olson, Linda,
Stephanie Goche and David Kempen.

(Kerran and Karleah could just about
have naming rights for this month’s
newsletter!)

pictured with the Zonta House Refuge
staff L-R: Ella Kent, Vanessa Buffham,
Kelda Oppermann and Angie Perkins.

Linda was off again, this

How does Linda fit everything into her

time being invited by a
friend to attend the Impact
100 Grant Awards dinner
mentioned on p.1. She is

daily schedule? You might have to ask
her that—she just loves promoting
Zonta, but maybe its the champagne
and cups of coffee that go with it all !
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Christmas Giving
Members have already been informed about the items we might like to donate to the Zonta House Refuge.

However,
some of our readers might also like to provide some Christmas Cheer for the residents. Here’s a list of preferred gifts.

If any reader would like to donate an item, please make enquiries through this website—https://zontahouse.org.au/contact/.
The Refuge is always appreciative of any assistance they receive and especially at Christmas time.

Talking of Christmas, members will have received details for our Windup on Wednesday 5 December.
Don’t forget you need to book via the Trybooking link otherwise you will be considered an apology!

A reminder too, that you need to bring along chairs, glasses and drinks and any donations for the Refuge.
Make it a date!

This is when we can relax and enjoy a Zonta night out with our colleagues in a social
setting without any pressures, something we don’t often experience during the year. Check out these fun
pics from previous parties.

This will be my last ‘Zontapreneur’
for the calendar year so I hope
nobody gets withdrawal symptoms!
If you do, then feel free to look
up some back issues on our Club’s
website. Here’s the link.

On a more serious note, I want to

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 19 January 2019
Amelia Earhart Celebration
Details TBA
Something that might be of interest is that one of the speakers at
the Zonta International Convention in Yokohama was Naoko
Yamazaki, who is a former Amelia Earhart Fellow, an International Honorary Member and the second Japanese woman to
qualify as an astronaut.

say thank you to everyone who
helped with stories and articles
and to the people who gave me
feedback. Makes the job all that
much more enjoyable. I hope I’ve
been able to ‘educate’ and entertain readers and I look forward to
continuing next year.

In the meantime, as I

won’t be at the Christmas Windup, Best
Wishes to everyone
for a Safe, Peaceful
and Happy time over
the Festive Season.

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923
Email: secretary@zontaperthns.org.au
Web: www.zontaperthns.org.au
ABN:

69 616 440 942 Assoc. No. A1000362L
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