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A word from your PresidentA word from your PresidentA word from your President 

I am looking forward 
to my two years 
(2018-2020) as 
President of the 
Zonta Club of Perth 
Northern Suburbs. 
There will be so 
much to celebrate 

during this biennium as worldwide 
Zonta members celebrate the 100th 
year anniversary of our great organisa-
tion. The Centenary celebrations will 
not only allow Zonta clubs to reflect on 
past and current achievements, but also 
in light of Zonta International’s goals, to 
have conversations on how Zonta can 
continue to grow and be relevant in the 
21st Century so that there will be      
another 100 years of great service and 
advocacy at local, area, district and   
international levels.  
 

My induction as President at our June 
meeting coupled with the induction of 
the new Board and our Club’s 37th 
Birthday was a special evening.  I      
reflected on how much I have gained 
from being a member since joining in 
2004 and for me the key word has been 
connection—connection with wonderful 
fellow Zontians, connection with ZI 
goals and values and connection with 
our local and international projects in 
trying to help to make the world a    

better place. From this sense of connec-
tion, I have gained great enjoyment, 
knowledge and ways to keep up my 
organisational and skill levels.  
 

I am also looking forward over the next 
two years to working with my Vice-
President, Susanne Vaughan, and the 
new Board.  My past two years working 
with former President Vicki Moir and 
the Board was an enjoyable and        
rewarding experience. I hope the new 
Board will also find their time just as 
fulfilling.    
 

I feel there is much to celebrate in our 
Club.  Apart from all of our current pro-
jects and connections, we have added a 
new   liaison with a vibrant group of 
students—ECU Women in Business.  We 
are hoping for a mutually beneficial 
partnership which has started so well 
with Kerran Olson winning the Area 3 
Jane M Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarship which is worth $1,500. 
 

Also, congratulations to our 
wonderful club member 
Wendy Dowling who has 
been awarded a so well  
deserved AM for her      

significant service to    
community health, particu-

larly in WA, through support for people 
living with coeliac disease.   
 

Also to be congratulated in the Queen’s 
Honours are two other District 23       
Zontians—Ronda Walker from the ZC of 
Kyneton (OAM) and Dr Frances Gentle 
from the ZC of Melbourne on Yarra (AO).  
 

We all look forward to hearing about 
the goals and future directions of Zonta 
International post the Yokohama     
Convention and hearing first-hand from  
Irene O’ Leary and Alison Martin at our 
August meeting.  
 

I am enjoying very much my travels in 
the Kimberley and will look forward to 
the Board meeting on 14 July and 
catching up with you all at our August 
meeting. In the meantime, best wishes 
for the July dinner meeting. 

 
 
 

 

 

Linda 

1919-2019 

New Board all smiles and ready to go!New Board all smiles and ready to go!New Board all smiles and ready to go!   



Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 

Page 2   

Emma L. Conlon Service Awards 
 
 
 

Z and Golden Z clubs around the world 
are making an impact with their school, 
community and international service 
projects.  Each year, ZI recognizes clubs 
who have best expressed Zonta's ideals 
through their service and advocacy pro-
jects by awarding the Emma L. Conlon 
Service Award. The eight 2018 winners 
come from Austria, Canada, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines, Thailand and USA. Prize 
money ranges from US$1,000 to 
US$250 and is to be used for the club’s 
service projects. 
 

You may not be aware but on 29 May 
this year the ZC of Perth chartered the 
Shenton College Z Club.  Already the club 
has raised A$3,000 for their first project 
which will cover the cost of making 
1000 birthing kits. Congratulations to 
everyone involved.  
 

Amelia Earhart Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

Thirty exceptional women pursuing 
Ph.D./doctoral degrees in aerospace-
related sciences or aerospace-related 
engineering have recently been 
awarded AE Fellowships. They come 
from 18 countries their fields of study 
ranging from mechanical engineering to 
planetary sciences and aeronautics.  
Although studying in other parts of the 
world, two of these recipients are    
Australian citizens.   
 

Here’s a little bit of trivia about Amelia 
sent to me by former District 16 (NZ) 

Governor, Susan Laidlaw (thank you 
Susan). This 1935 Packard Super 8 
Coupe belonged to Amelia and was one  
of a number of Packard vehicles       
imported for this year’s ‘Warbirds over 
Wanaka’ Easter air show. Click  here for 
more information about this event. 
 
 

Young Women in Public Affairs Award 
 

Three young women from 
Districts 22, 23 and 24 were 
recipients of ZI’s 2018 (2017 
applicants) awards. They were 
Madison Birtchnell (nominated 

by ZC of Paradise Point), Hibra Shujaat 
(nominated by the ZC of Adelaide), and 
Jorga Attard (nominated by the ZC of 
Port Macquarie).  
 

Sue Lear, Chairman of  D23’s YWPA 
Committee, was encouraged by the   
receipt of 16 club submissions this year.  
Our Club has been involved since 1992 
and our Award Presentation Dinner is 
one of the highlights of our Zonta year. 
Who will be this year’s winner? 

Sadly, it is too 
late for cherry 
blossom time, 
but Zontians 
who are at the 
Convention 29 
June—3 July, 

will be blossoming!  There are a number 
of members from our Area and across 
the District who are attending this  
Convention, making up the almost 2500 
registrants.  For the ‘First-Timers’ it will 
be an awesome experience—their    
perception of Zonta International will 
blossom as will their enthusiasm and 
determination to bring about change for 
women and girls.  
 

Zontians around the world need to 
continue their service and advocacy 
efforts even more while we have the 
momentum and know-how to make a 
difference.   
 

This Convention will set new goals, 
those proposed being— 
 
 

1. Maximise our impact through service 
and advocacy initiatives and educa-
tional programs that empower women 
and girls. 

2. Strengthen our resources to support 
our mission. 

3. Enhance our profile around the world 
through our centennial anniversary 
activities. 

 

The Convention Program book states— 
 

“Today, the goal to achieve equality 
of women and men is as relevant as 
it was 100 years ago. In Zonta Inter-
national’s centennial anniversary 
biennium, we will take bold action to 
empower women. We place a spe-
cial focus on young women, because 
they will be agents of change       
toward equality. Together, we will 
make Zonta strong for tomorrow.” 

 

In her final message as International 
President, Sonja Hönig Schouch wrote— 
 

“Dear Zontians and 
friends, 
 

As we approach the end 
of the biennium, I want 
to thank you for your 
commitment to Zonta 
International through-
out the past two years. 
 

Each month it has been uplifting to read 
about the impact of Zonta worldwide, the 
work clubs continue to do to support 

women and girls, updates from the inter-
national projects and much more. 

The changes we have made, the women 
we have encouraged and the girls we have 
empowered are because of dedication, 
creativity and passion from all of you. 
 

This is simply the closure of the latest 
chapter in our long history and I believe 
we are on a hopeful path to creating a 
better world for women and girls. I look 
forward to seeing what we can accom-
plish next.” 
 

We look forward to the safe return of 
our Delegates from Japan and hearing 
about their experiences.  However, in 
the meantime, each day of the Conven-
tion, e-newsletters will be produced 
with highlights from the day before and 
sneak peeks into what is to come.  
These have already commenced. 
 

Information, presentations and videos 
will also be posted on the Convention 
page via— 
 

https://membership.zonta.org/Login?re
turnurl=%2fTools%2fMembership-

Tools%2fConvention-2018 
 

but you will need your Username and 
Password for access. 
 

Therefore, if you weren’t able to go to 
Convention, you can still share in the 
excitement of Japan and the starting 
point for our centennial celebrations! 

YokohamaYokohamaYokohama———it’s here!it’s here!it’s here!   

More ZI AnnouncementsMore ZI AnnouncementsMore ZI Announcements   

& 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warbirds_over_Wanaka
https://membership.zonta.org/Login?returnurl=%2fTools%2fMembership-Tools%2fConvention-2018
https://membership.zonta.org/Login?returnurl=%2fTools%2fMembership-Tools%2fConvention-2018
https://membership.zonta.org/Login?returnurl=%2fTools%2fMembership-Tools%2fConvention-2018
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May and June have been very busy for 
the Club, especially our Board and 
Chairmen preparing for the AGM. Once 
again, Kaye did a great job of assembling 
the Annual Report. Thank you Kaye.  We 
have achieved a lot over the past 
twelve months and members should 
feel exceptionally proud of this. 
 

But, it’s not all hard work. We enjoy our  
dinner meetings with great speakers,  
socialising and travelling. 

 

On 6 June we   cele-
brated our 37th 
Birthday. We had a 
cake and ate it too! 

Shown here L-R 
are incoming 
President Linda, 
outgoing Presi-
dent Vicki and 
D23 Governor, 
Judy Gorton who 
steps down from 
that role in July 
following the 
Convention in 
Yokohama. 
 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

 

Club members and their friends and 
supporters have also been busy making 
breast cushions.  Just in the last two 
months 102 have been assembled.  In 

between 
watching 
the 
West 
Coast 
Eagles, 
Kath 
keeps 
these 
cushion 
days 
rolling 
along. 
 

On 21 
June, the 

ZC of Swan Hills 
joined students 
from Cyril Jackson   
Senior Campus 
and assembled 
40 as part of the 
school’s commu-
nity service. 

 

Leanne retired 
from full-time 
work and it 
didn’t take 
long to shout 
herself a well-
earned break 
in Singapore. 
At least we 
think these are 
her toes!! 
 

As a keen 
traveller, she  
will, no doubt, 
take advantage 
of her new life-
style and make the most of any tour 
opportunities that come her way. She 
reported— 

 

“I relaxed by the pool, ate fabulous food 
including a one-star Michelin chef's set 
five-course dinner with paired wines 
(stupendously delicious),  drank lots of 
cocktails and 
looked at the 
views from the 
room....in all a 
wonderful 
celebration for 
post retire-
ment!” 
 

We wish 
Leanne all the 
best for her 
retirement 
and know she 
might have to 
pinch herself 
from time to time to realise it’s for real! 
 

Similarly, Jean and Peter have decided 
to travel as much as possible while they 
are able, having just returned from Iran. 
They really enjoyed the numerous 
UNESCO sites, history, culture, art 
and artisans during their trip. Here is 
some of what Jean had to say— 
 

Continued over …. 

Something else we can be proud of is the 
amount of money we have raised since 
2004 selling Entertainment books. Marion, 
Kaye and now Irene have been involved 
with this fundraiser.  Amazing how $23,052 
has been raised in this way—thanks to our 
supporters. On that note, you can still order 
one, if you would like, via this link— https://
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/

It has been some time since our Club held a birthing kit assembly day. Funds were 
raised and Connie—bless her—volunteered to run this in Floreat on 26 May.  It was 
highly successful with many non-Zontians giving their time as shown below.  One 
thousand kits were made by 60 people, all of whom enjoyed a fabulous social day.  
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed their time to this service project.  In 
summing up, Connie said she couldn’t have done it without so much help. 

Now here’s a 
milestone to 
celebrate. On 
16 June the ZC 
of Adelaide (who 
in 1999 packed 
the first ever kit), 
will pack the 2 
millionth kit!  
How fantastic is 
that!  Such a 
simple thing 
and yet it brings 
so much joy, 
not to mention 
the lives saved. 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/831r41
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/831r41
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Cont’d from p.3 
 

“Persia is renowned for being the cradle 
of civilization.  At the Persepolis there 

was evidence of women supervising the 
builders and artisans, all paid, not 
slaves, and they were given paid mater-
nity leave!  If a worker died the family 
would receive a year’s salary—first ever 
life insurance!  They also developed the 
first post offices, with rest stations for 
the horses along the Silk Road to enable 
mail delivery to their 23 nations.   
 

We came across a lovely young woman 
entrepreneur who was weaving on her 
loom in her shop (right).  She employs 

300 women, 50 in a workshop and all 
the others work from home to be with 
their children.  Another highlight was 
coming across some nationally dressed 
school girls on an excursion and commu-
nicated with them via our version of 
sign language—chirades.  To our amaze-
ment they were all deaf so were        
delighted we had gone the extra mile 
with them. They ran off and came back 
with some props and a USB with music, 
which the shop kindly played and with 
their teacher signing they did a wonder-
ful impromptu performance for us, while 
others acted all the artisan skills from 
their town of Kershan.  So special.” 

As you probably 
already know, your 
Editor follows a 
different kind of       
culture—cricket! 
 

On a recent trip to 
the UK to catch up 
with her rellies, 
Dawn had the    
opportunity to   
attend a women’s 
match in Stoken-

church, Bucks, at “Wormsley Park”,  
former home of philanthropist Sir Paul 
Getty.  This came about through ZI Hon. 
Member Professor Shirley Randell’s     
involvement with a group, “FairBreak 
Global” who are about creating opportu-
nities in sport, business, media, arts and 
education to achieve gender equality on 
a truly global scale. 
 
 

“Around the globe there are women 
who are talented, passionate and 
driven in their professional field, but 
they do not have the opportunity to 
give their best in a way that is     
acknowledged or encouraged by 
their community.” 

 

more below ...  

Through her WACA connections Dawn 
also spent a day at Lords with a former 
England Women’s Test Cricketer in  
support of West Indies’ Cricket. This 
was a charity T20 match between a WI 
Men’s XI and a World XI to raise much 
needed funds to refurbish five cricket 
stadiums in the Caribbean damaged by 
hurricanes ‘Irma’ and ‘Maria’ in 2017.  
The WI XI trounced the World XI by 72 
runs!  Watching cricket at Lords is every 
cricketer’s dream—this was my third 
visit—and so special. 
 

Newly inducted President Linda is hav-

ing a wonderful time travelling around 

the Kimberley. 

“I visited a series of 
Aboriginal Art Cen-
tres and I like this 
sign at the Marnin 
Studio which is part 
of the Fitzroy Cross-
ing Resource Centre 
offering a range of 
services for women 
in need.” 
 

And she said of the photo on p.1— 
“I’m not holidaying on Mars but one of the 
places that I visited was Cape Leveque 
where the red sandstone comes down to 
the shore.” 

Unfortunately the weather wasn’t the best but the two teams, comprising young 
players from 9 countries across 5 continents, put on a bright display. It was the 
first time most of these players had had an opportunity to play in a team at an 
elite level alongside international players like Alex Blackwell (251appearances for 
Australia) and Susie Bates (NZ).  This photo shows the FairBreak Women’s XI 
team. The Sir Paul Getty XI was made up of players from around the UK. Twenty 
Three Capital were one of the supporters along with Solar Buddy, Utility         
Diamonds and the Commonwealth Businesswomen’s Network.  

Following the match, players and supporters met at a 
quaint pub (well where else?) in the tiny village of 
Turville—famous for the Vicar of Dibley! The church 
wasn’t open but we were told the visitors’ book had 
many comments like “Yes, yes, yes, yes, no!” 
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Having been encour-
aged by Vicki and 

Linda to apply for 
the Jane M. Klaus-
man Women in 
Business Scholar-
ship, no-one was 
more surprised 

than Kerran Olson 
to hear that she had 

won our Area 3 Award.  
 

 On hearing the news, Kerran wrote— 
 

“Dear Linda and Vicki,  

I just wanted to let you know that I 
received an email informing me I won 
the JMK Area 3 scholarship! This is 
very exciting, and I am so honoured 
to receive this scholarship. I want to 
say that I am so grateful to you both 
for recommending I apply, and for all 
of your support and encouragement 
of myself and ECU Women in       
Business.  
  Sincerely,  
  Kerran Olson” 

 

What a great start to our association 
with these young business women. 
 

Kerran is in her fourth and final year of 
a double bachelor in Arts and Business, 
which comprises an arts major in writ-
ing, an arts minor in Indigenous studies, 
and a business major in tourism and 
hospitality management. She has been 
invited to enrol in postgraduate study 
next year based on her academic      
performance and plans to enrol in a 
master’s degree at ECU next year to 
study ecotourism or cultural tourism, as 
this combines her interests in both tour-
ism and Indigenous studies.  
 

She states that the Area 3 ZI Jane M. 
Klausman Women in Business Scholar-
ship will help her to achieve these goals 
by providing financial assistance 
through her  
studies.  
 

Kerran and two 
of the ECUWB 
office bearers 
attended our May 
meeting.  
L-R:   
Jasmine Head, 
Linda, Kerran and 
Jade Rodrigues. 
  

Some of Kerran’s volunteering activities 
include— 
 

 Mentor for AIME Mentoring ECU 
from 2015-2018.  

 Vice-President of ECU Women in 
Business, as mentioned above. 

 A regular volunteer at NAIDOC and 
Sorry Day Events  

 

Congratulations Kerran.  Your applica-
tion will be sent onto our District for 
judging there and if successful at that 
level, submitted to Zonta International 
for a global award. We wish you every 
success, not only with Zonta, but with 
your future studies. 

PNS connect with ECU young womenPNS connect with ECU young womenPNS connect with ECU young women   

We are thrilled to announce that our 
Club has entered into a mutually benefi-
cial relationship with the newly formed 
ECU Women in Business organization. 
 

Following a meeting between Vicki, 
Linda, Kerran Olson (Vice-President), and 
Jade Rodrigues (Event Director), it was 
agreed our association would be of 
benefit to both parties in terms of   
mentoring, financial support, interest in  
the Jane M. Klausman Award and     
perhaps future Zonta memberships.  
 

Subsequent to this initial meetIng, the 
Club agreed to support this group’s 
Cocktail Event at the Hyatt on 18  
October with a $250 Bronze Sponsor-
ship. This includes advertising on social 
media, our banner on display through-
out the event and two discounted    
tickets.  Their Charter states— 
 
 

Purpose 
 

Our key objective is to create and 
promote opportunities for female 
students in professional indus-
tries, and to provide a supportive  

network at Edith Cowan Univer-
sity for all students. We strive to 
eliminate gender inequality and 
discrimination in workplaces, and 
plan to expand our focus to other 
diversity groups in the future. 
 

Values 
Inclusiveness: We will not dis-
criminate, and welcome members 
from all diversity groups. We    
encourage all ECU students to 
make use of our services.  
 

Respect: We aim to promote    
respect in the workplace regard-
less of gender, age, race, sexual 
orientation, or other factors. All 
members will have the chance to 
express their opinions in a non-
judgemental environment. 
 

Equity: We are inclusive of all 
diversity groups, and strongly  
believe that all individuals should 
be given the opportunity to excel, 
whether this be regarding employ-
ment and professional pursuits, 
or their academic careers.  

Professionalism: Our goal is to 
provide a variety of tools to ECU 
students, from ourselves and 
from relevant industry bodies, 
which may enable individuals to 
maintain professionalism in work-
place situations. 
 

Innovation: We believe innova-
tion to be the key to success in 
today’s competitive society. We 
endeavour to provide students 
with opportunities and skills 
which enable them to utilise inno-
vative thinking, and see their own 
potential in revolutionising future 
industries. 
 
 
 

We provide a safe, suppor-

tive and encouraging group, 
led by a team of women 

committed to providing ECU 

business students opportu-

nities for success in        

academic and professional 
endeavours.  

Area 3 JMK Scholarship AnnouncedArea 3 JMK Scholarship AnnouncedArea 3 JMK Scholarship Announced   



Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 

Page 6  

So excited about being a Finalist in the 
WA Telstra Business Awards, CEO 
Kelda Oppermann wrote— 
 

"I am so excited to share with you 
that this morning I received notifica-
tion we are a finalist in the WA    
Telstra Business Awards category of 
Social Change Maker. This is excep-
tional recognition of our organisa-
tion, our service delivery, strategy 
and vision. 

  Congratulations everyone and     
everything crossed for the awards 
night on the 16th of August!!"  
 

Everyone who supports the Refuge 

would have to be elated about this   
recognition. How proud the original 
visionaries of the Refuge would be 
knowing how far reaching this entity 
has become. 
 

We wish Kelda and her Team all the 

very best for the final judging. 

 

PO Box 255, Karrinyup, WA 6923 
Email:  secretary@zontaperthns.org.au 
Web:    www.zontaperthns.org.au 
ABN:       69 616 440 942  Assoc. No. A1000362L 

 

Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

 

Zonta Refuge in Telstra AwardsZonta Refuge in Telstra AwardsZonta Refuge in Telstra Awards   

 

A barn owl 
and a wise old  
white crested   
owl!! 
“Who, who?” 
 

(taken at a raptor 
park in Essex, 
England) 

Area 3 Director Jo Wittorff with gift from outgoing Presidents—L-R: Angela Syms 

(Dunsb), Lorraine Webb (Peel), Kimberley Robbins (Bunbury), Vicki Moir (PNS) 

and Donella Caspersz (Perth). Inset—Barbara Goulden (Swan Hills) 

And hot off the Convention press, our Irene 
with outgoing Area 3 Director, Jo Wittorff. 

COME AND JOIN US FOR THIS  Birthday 
Greetings this 
month to— 
 

Connie—11th 
Letitia—24th 
     and 
Sue Taylor—31st 

CONVENTION ELECTION RESULTS 

Congratulations to Judy Gorton, for-
mer D23 Governor, who has been 
elected as an International Director.  

 

Judy is well credentialed to carry out 
this role having worked as a Public   

Policy Manager. She has held senior leadership 
roles in Government in Women’s Interests, Child 
Protection and Domestic Violence. She is a highly 
professional policy practitioner with extensive   
project and line management experience.  
 

Congratulations also to Ute Scholz from 
the ZC of Verden, Germany who has 
been elected as ZI Vice-President.  Ute 
was ZI’s appointed liaison to D23 and 
attended our 2017 conference in Gee-
long.  She is an outgoing fun loving 
person but seriously dedicated to Zonta. 


