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A word from your A word from your A word from your PresidentPresidentPresident 

What another fabulous 
YWPA Award night we 
had on 2 August.  The 
audience, of over 85 
guests, were treated 
royally and entertained 

by the presentations of 
the three young Finalists. 

 

However, while all three students were 
stars in their own right, unfortunately 
we can only make one Award!   
 

Maddy Barrett, pictured here, was 
named the Club’s 2017 Young Women In 
Public Affairs Awardee.  Maddy is a Year 
12 student at St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ 
School in Karrinyup.  She would like to 
complete a Law and Society degree, 
eventually specializing in “child marriage 
and domestic violence.”  
 

Congratulations again Maddy and also 
to the other two finalists—Sarah Soon 
from Perth College and Alexandra (Alex) 
Robinson from Irene McCormack  
Catholic College in Butler. 
 

Maddy’s application will be sent next 
April for judging at our District level 
and if successful there, will go onto 
judging at Zonta International in     
Chicago.  So, we wish Maddy all the 
very best and success at these levels. 
 

We would also like to, once again, 
thank our Gold Sponsors—Kott Gunning 
Lawyers, for their continued support 
and encouragement. Our association 
commenced in 2012 and we look     
forward to continuing this in the fore-
seeable future and, hopefully, beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readers may not be aware that Kott 
Gunning will be celebrating their 100th  
Anniversary in 2019, the same year as 
Zonta International!  Founded by Max 
Kott in 1919, they remain one of the 
longest operating independent legal 
practices in Western Australia.  It is 
wholly West Australian, owned by  

partners who are practising lawyers. 
The first female managing partner of a 
law firm in Perth was Ruth Kott, the 
daughter of founding partner Max.   
 

If you are looking for advice across a 
wide spectrum of legal matters, check 
out Kott Gunning’s website here.  Our 
Award was also featured under their  
‘NEWS’.  Publicity surrounding the 
Award event has also been featured in 
local community newspapers. 
 

Our club has made an extraordinary 
contribution to the profile and promo-
tion of ‘Zonta’ this month through the 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

press and social media, demonstrating, 
once again, the capacity and quality 
skills of our members. This event was a 
result of collaboration of all Committees 
and I thank you all for offering hours of 
your time. Financially it was also a    
success and exceeded budget expecta-
tions.  Congratulations to Coordinator 
Jean. 

This week another award was made—
the Area 3 Jane M. Klausman Women in 
Business Scholarship—to Emmelyn Wu. 
Emmelyn is in her 4th Year of study 
towards a Bachelor of Commerce at 
The University of Western Australia,  
majoring in Economics, Marketing and 
Chinese.  Six of our members attended 
the Zonta Club of Perth dinner meeting 
where Area 3 Director Jo Wittorff made 
the presentation. You can read more 
about this later in the newsletter. 
 

The District 23 Conference is now only 
a week away. As your Club Delegate, I 
am busily preparing and discussing with 
Board members the matters of business 
that will be raised.    
 

Club members attending this year’s  
Conference in Geelong are Letitia, 

Alison, Sue Pertilé, Genevieve, Dawn 
and myself.  We will also sell PNS 
merchandise as a fundraising   
opportunity.  This includes our 
utility bags, registration plate 
surrounds and our newly printed 
yellow-rose cards. Thank you to 
our Membership Committee 
who has pursued the produc-
tion of these greeting cards 
from photos to printing and 
packaging—all in time for the 
Conference.  I am sure these will 
be popular as it seems no other 

club has rose cards for sale. 
 

I am very much looking forward to 
learning about champagne from 

Champagne Master Steve Leslie whilst 
tasting some of these exquisite drops! 
Please spread the word to your friends 
and associates to ensure this event is a 
success. Thank you to Liz and Steve for 
leading this wonderful event.  Mark the 
date—Sunday 1 October, 2 to 4.30 pm. 
 
 

Quote: 
 

“The soul’s joy lies in doing.” ...... 
       Percy Bysshe Shelley 
 

 
 
  

Vicki Moir 

http://www.kottgunn.com.au
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More on the AwardsMore on the AwardsMore on the Awards   

  

Katrina Welch announces the winner 

Sarah Soon with parents Danny and Anna 

Genevieve and Alan Rose 

2016 Finalists Caitlin Beattie (l) and Basundhara Dutta 

MC Dr Demelza Ireland (l) & Linda Tinning 

Some of the happy raffle      
winners—Marion Brown (above 

left), Dagmar Barnes (left), June 
Fowler (above), Kimberley     

Robbins (right) and John Pertilé. 

2016 Awardee Paige May 

Alison Martin (l) and Jo Wittorff 
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Maddy Barrett opened 
her presentation thus— 
 

“....the woman who has 
inspired me the most 
isn’t famous, hasn’t 

written a book or      
appeared on television. In 

 fact, she is a close family 
friend that has inspired me, and many 
others, with her story and journey.” 
 

Maddy’s story centred around a family 
she met in 2015 whose then six-year-
old daughter Emily had contracted a 
form of meningitis soon after birth, 
leaving her with brain damage.  She 
wasn’t expected to live but her parents 
had other ideas!  Many people would 
have retreated and accepted their fate 
but they embraced Emily knowing each 
day could be the last and filled it with so 
much love and hope. 
 

As part of her school’s community   
service, Maddy volunteered at a fund-
raising event—Wheels for Emily—where 
she met the family.  A specially modified 
vehicle was required to help Emily 
move about with more comfort and 
ease.   

 

Emily’s mother Nicole Becker showed 
tremendous courage and fight, and  
devoted everything she had to ensuring 
whatever time she had with Emily was 
lived to the full. She confronted each 
issue head on and simply refused to 
give in always trying to look forward in 
a positive way.  
 

“To meet Nicole for the first time you 
wouldn’t know any of this going on in 
her life. What she was dealing with was 
incredibly hard and yet, she would  
always make time for others, have a 
smile on her face, join in with whatever 
was happening, and make Emily a part 
of everything.” 
 

As Emily fought on and reached the age 
to start school, Nicole was determined 
to give Emily the experience and joy 
that comes from going to school with 
other children. Despite the many chal-
lenges this threw up, with the help of 
the local primary school, Nicole worked 
to overcome the issues and managed to 
see Emily going to school like a normal 
little girl with her brother, sister and all 
of her classmates. Again, it would have 
been easy to say no and to not push for 

school, but Nicole was so determined 
and strong and with all the support she 
received, it turned out to be a wonder-
ful experience for Emily.  
 

The day after the fundraising night,  
Emily was back in hospital preparing for 
yet another operation.  Despite all of 
these challenges, it would be under-
standable why the family would not 
have time for others, but it was the 
complete opposite for Nicole...... “and 
this is why she is so inspiring to me. 
Supporting others, being someone to 
talk to or even a shoulder to cry on, is 
all part of what makes so special.” 
 

Sadly, after a long fight but with much 
love and many happy memories, Emily 
lost her battle not long after her eighth 
birthday.  The way she was so loved, 
celebrated and made part of everyone’s 
lives means that her memory will live 
on.  “We will continue to gather and 
celebrate an inspiring life and family.” 
 

Nicole has thrown herself back into 
studies, working towards a Doctorate in 
Medicine, whilst dealing with her loss 
and grief and being a mother to her 
other children Ben and Olivia.  
 

The women who inspired us!The women who inspired us!The women who inspired us!   

Alexandra (Alex) Robinson 
chose Malala Yousafzai as 
her inspirational woman, 
saying that— 
 

“Her ambition to assert 
the right to female    
education in Afghanistan 
has impressed on me the               
importance of education and how lucky 
I am to receive a good education with-
out the challenges many women face.”   
 

As most of us know, Malala was the 
youngest person ever—at 17—to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. She 
was born in north-western Pakistan in 
1997 but when the Taliban took over in 
2009, they banned girls from attending 
school.  Malala’s father ran a school 
himself and was an activist for educa-
tion.  Malala followed in his footsteps 
and at age eleven, began blogging the 
BBC about living under the Taliban's 
threats to deny her an education.  
 

Malala initially published her diary   
under a pseudonym but as she began to 
openly campaign, her identity as the 
blogs author became known.  At age 15, 
she became the  deliberate target of a 
Taliban attack and was shot in the head 
when her school bus was stopped by a 
masked gunman. 

Malala didn’t let her brush with death 
hold her back. She wrote “I don’t want to 
be remembered as the girl who was shot. I 
want to be remembered as the girl who 
stood up.” Her attack drew lots of atten-
tion, and within weeks over two million 
people signed a petition that ensured 
the Pakistani government passed a right 
to education bill.  
 

“Malala has taught and inspired me to 
face difficulties and challenges in life 
with courage and strength and strive to 
achieve my best.”  
 

Malala is an inspiration to women    
everywhere. Despite the hardships she 
has endured throughout her life, she is 
still able to use her story to empower 
other girls to stand up for what they 
believe in and fight for their rights. She 
simply wanted to go to school.  The 
Taliban’s attempt to silence her only 
allowed her to be heard and her       
message to be further spread. She is the 
definition of bravery and strength. 
 

In closing, Alex said— 
 

“Malala has been a source of inspira-
tion to me in making the most of my 
education. As she said in her speech to 
the United Nations Youth Assembly, 
one child, one teacher, one book and 
one pen, can change the world.” 

Sarah Soon spoke about a 
woman with whom we 
should all be familiar—
Edith Dircksey Cowan and 
commenced her presen-
tation with Diane Marie-
child’s quote— 
 

“A woman is the full circle. 
Within her is the power to create, 
nurture and transform.” 

 

Locally born and bred, Edith Cowan 
had a tough childhood, but found 
strength within herself to influence and 
transform other lives.  She believed in 
the importance of economic independ-
ence and higher education for women. 
A charity worker, Parliamentarian,   
social reformer and women’s rights 
activist, her face can be found on the 
reverse side of the current Australian 
50 dollar note.  
 

The loss of both parents at a young age 

greatly influenced Edith to lead her 
commitment to protect the vulnerable 
in society. Despite growing up at a time 
when women didn’t go to university or 
have the right to vote, Edith was well 
read and had strong opinions about the 
rights of women and children. She was 
indeed a pioneer.  

more over ..... 
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Six of our members enjoyed a most 
pleasant evening at the Perth Club’s 
Award night on 10 August. There were 
three presentations— 
 

1. Area 3 Jane M. Klausman Women in   
Business Scholarship for 2017; 

 

2. Two Education Awards; and 
 

3. A number of Club Membership     
 recognitions. 
 

As mentioned earlier, Emmelyn Wu 
was presented with this year’s Area 3 
Jane M. Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarship.  Emmelyn stated—“The 
Jane M. Klausman Scholarship will 
help me pursue my vision by supporting 
the completion of my degree through an 
exchange program. As a young Asian-
Australian woman, I wish to inspire 
younger girls of a similar demographic 
to pursue business careers where they 
will make a difference at the forefront 
of their fields.” 
 
 

Emmelyn’s other activities include— 
 

 Social enterprise—passionate about 
using business to create a positive 
impact and a more sustainable 
world. Current President of Enactus 
UWA.  

 Australia-China space—very inter-
ested in Asian business opportuni-
ties. Member and former Education 
Vice President of the Australia-
China Youth Association UWA.  

 

 Education—believes it is a tool for 
change. Involvement includes volun-
teering for Teach Learn Grow,    
Educating Girls of Rural China, and 
UN Women.  

 

 Intercultural awareness—passionate 
about bridging cultural gaps         
between Australia and China.      
Former WA State Manager for the 
Engaging China Project.  

 

 Youth—currently a leader and      
mentor at her local youth group.  

 

Perth Zonta Club President—Donella 
Caspersz coordinates this award on  
behalf of the Area 3 clubs and is to be 
congratulated on such a fine job.      
Emmelyn is no exception to the calibre 

of applicant who has received this 
scholarship, now valued at $2,000.  
These scholarships were established 
through a bequest left by Jane Klaus-
man, former member of the Zonta Club 
of Syracuse, New York.  
 

Recipients of the Perth Club’s Education 
Awards were Sharon Turner and Tracey 
Fickling, both of whom were absolutely 
thrilled to receive them.   
 

Several Perth Club members received 
membership milestone certificates. 

Jane M. Klausman Scholarship AwardedJane M. Klausman Scholarship AwardedJane M. Klausman Scholarship Awarded   
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The women who inspired us, cont’d 
 

In 1894, Edith helped found and       
became the first secretary of the Karra-
katta Club, a forum for discussion of 
women's rights, current affairs, litera-
ture and other topics. In time, she     
became the club's president and the 
club became involved in the campaign 
for women's suffrage, successfully gain-
ing the vote for women in 1899.  
During this time she was also a member 
of many prominent organisations such 
as the Red Cross, Women’s Franchise, 
House of Mercy for Unmarried Mothers 
and Children’s Protection Society to 
name a few. Her endless commitment 
to the weak and the vulnerable knew no 
bounds. 
 

Edith helped form the Women's Service 
Guilds in 1909 and through her skill, 
intellect, tact, untiring energy and     
indomitable courage, she became the 
first woman to be appointed to the  
Children's Court bench in 1915. 
 

She was also a champion for women’s 
health and the welfare of disadvantaged 
groups, actively playing a prominent 
part, serving in various committees. This 
lead, in 1916, to the establishment of 

Perth's King Edward Memorial Hospital 
for Women.  

Even before the term existed, Edith was 
a feminist. Intensifying her public activi-
ties in 1920, she became one of WA’s 
first female Justices of Peace. She 
would never miss an opportunity to 
promote gender equality and social  
issues right up until her death in 1932.  
Without the pioneering effort of 
women such as Edith Cowan, Australia 
would be a very different country. She 
fought for women's rights in parliament, 
introducing various legislations, which 
allowed women to practice in the legal 
profession.  
 

In 1921, at the age of 60, she shattered 
gender stereotypes by becoming the 
first female parliamentarian who stood 
for women’s welfare and rights. At this 
age, people are ready for retirement, 
but not Edith; she believed in enlight-
ened, persistence and self-
determination, which enabled her to 
succeed and make an impact on 
women’s lives in society. Sarah finished 
her presentation by summing up— 
 
 

“Edith Cowan IS the woman who   
inspires me the most. She was a pioneer 

for women and children’s rights at the 
turn of the century. She led the fight for 
massive social changes at a time when 
women were treated as second-class 
citizens. She has highlighted to me, the 
importance of being patient, honouring 
justice, hard work and persistence, 
even in times of hardship. She inspires 
me with her COURAGE, STAMINA, 
HOPE AND DIGNITY. She has moti-
vated young women, like me, to       
contribute and make a difference in the 
world today. So, whenever you see the 
image of Edith Cowan on our $50 note, 
please remember to remind ourselves, 
WHAT CAN WE DO AND CONTRIB-
UTE TO MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT 
TO SOCIETY.” 
 

What a treat we had listening to these 
three very confident young students.  
Maddy would like to complete a degree 
in Law and Society; Alex a Bachelor of 
Health and Physical Education as well 
as a History Degree at Notre Dame  
University and Sarah wants to become a 
Physiotherapist specialising in sports 
injuries. 
 

We look forward to keeping in touch 
with these young ladies. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_suffrage_in_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_Service_Guilds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_Service_Guilds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Edward_Memorial_Hospital_for_Women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_Edward_Memorial_Hospital_for_Women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_rights
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Susan Taylor, Jenny Gleeson and Merilyn 
Ide (below left to right) all attended the 
RADV Charity Fundraising 
High Tea at the Duxton on 
13 August.  Sue reported—
“Members of Parliament 
and the CMFEU rode from 
Busselton to Perth to raise awareness 
and funds.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Hon. Simone McGurk MLA (Minister 
for Child Protection; Women's Interests; 
Prevention of Family and Domestic      
Violence; Community Services) gave an 
address.   

The net profits from the afternoon 
were donated to women’s refuges in 
Perth and the South-West, with the 
Zonta Refuge receiving a cheque for 
$5,000. 

On a much more sombre note, Merilyn’s 
husband Brian is still in hospital and has 
been moved to St John of God, Mt  
Lawley for physio and management.  
One consolation is that he will be much 
closer to home.  
 

Another family who are also experienc-
ing a stressful situation is Letitia’s.  Her 
eldest son, the only compatible family 
member, will have his stem cells       
harvested for his younger brother who 
has been struggling with health issues 
for some time.   
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
these members and their families.  
 

 
Palma and David are currently visiting 
the Cook Islands—Rarotonga and the 
Aitutaki Atoll—and then catching up 
with rellies back in Queensland, but 
more on their trip next issue. 
 
 

Irene has recently returned from a six 
week whirlwind trip to the USA.  In 
Irene’s words— 
 

“We spent two weeks in Canada 
(Vancouver, Whistler, Banff, Lake 
Louise, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Mont-
real) and five days in New York.  We 
also spent two days in Las Vegas visit-
ing family before making our way 

home.  My daughter, son-in-law and 
grandson joined us on holiday and my 
two sisters joined us in Toronto,      
Niagara Falls and Montreal.  We had 
an awesome time.”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

This was certainly a whirl-
wind holiday after which  
poor Irene hit the ground running on 
her return taking up a new job!  If you’d 
like to take the ride along with Irene, 
click on this link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a thrill it was to meet Lisa Blair—
first woman to sail solo around Antarc-
tica—at the Fremantle Sailing Club on 8 
August, and what an amazing inspira-
tional young woman she is. Having   
followed her blog, I was in awe of her! 
Thank you Robbie for alerting us to this 
opportunity.  
 

Small in stature—
only ~5’2”, but 
huge in courage 
and determina-
tion, Lisa has 
certainly        
empowered 
women, some-
thing that we aim to do in Zonta. Need-
less to say, I spoke to Lisa about the 
fact that Zonta will be celebrating its 
100th Anniversary in 2019 and that 
solo sailor Kay Cottee AM is a Zonta 
International  Honorary Member.   
 

Will Lisa be home in Queensland at the 
time of our combined 2019 District 
Conference? I wonder!  She certainly 
has some other challenges in mind. 

Next month’s ‘The Zontapreneur’ will 

have some highlights from the       

District 23 Conference in Geelong. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jfnwi2cchetgqkf/Canada%20and%20NYC%202017%20final.mp4?dl=0C:/
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Social activities at a glanceSocial activities at a glanceSocial activities at a glance   

Note that the Zonta Event is at 5pm 

on Saturday 14 October.   

Perth Club’s last musical event sold 
out two weeks prior to the concert. So 
you need to get in early. 

Please click here to order tickets—
Adult $45, Concession $35. 

https://www.trybooking.com/302414 

or copy and paste this address into 
your browser. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

LIMITED PLACES FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT SO 

GET IN EARLY—GO TO TRYBOOKING HERE TO  

RESERVE YOUR PLACE—OOH LA LA!  

INVITATION—11 SEPTEMBER 2 PM 

The ZC of Peel will be presenting the proceeds 

of their Annual Golf Day, in support of breast 

cancer research, to The University of Western 

Australia on this day.  This will also be an opportunity to see what 

goes on at a very grass roots laboratory research level. 

If you would like to attend and require details of exactly where 

this will take place, please contact Bev Jackson via her email— 

 beverley.jackson8@bigpond.com 

It’s on again—the ZC of 

Dunsborough’s Melbourne Cup 

Luncheon at the beautiful 

Robert Oatley Vineyard 

(formerly Laurance’s Wines & 

Restaurant), Caves Road,  

Yallingup, 10.30 am Tuesday 

7 November. Cost $85. 

Marion Brown has booked two tables of 10 and would welcome  

others to join her. If you are interested CONTACT MARION first 

and she will RSVP on your behalf as a bulk payment is required. 

You can arrange with Marion how you wish to pay her. 

These annual luncheons are fabulous affairs and as a consequence, 

sell out very quickly!  So, jump the barriers and get a good start 

if you want a place at the finish line!!! 

RETAIL THERAPY FOR CONFERENCE GOERS! 

Yes, don’t miss out on these hot buys  at the ZC 

Perth Northern Suburbs sales table! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Rego plate surrounds         Utility Bags          &            Rose Cards 
                $20/pair    $5 ea or 6 for $25 $15 pack of 6, two designs  

Birthday Greetings to Robbie for 23  

September. Robbie & Phil have been out 

on the high seas and should be home 

to enjoy Robbie’s birthday celebration! 

 

Robbie said 

“I couldn’t 

do what 

Lisa Blair 

has done—

I’m not that 

brave! She is just 

amazing.” 

WHY MEN ARE HAPPIER ...... 
 If Laura, Kate and Sarah go out for lunch 

they will call each other Laura, Kate and 
Sarah!  If Mike, Dave and John go out, 
they will affectionately refer to each 
other as ‘Fat Boy’, ‘Bubba’ and ‘Wildman’! 

 

 Thought for the day: 
 A married man should forget his       

mistakes. There’s no use in two people 
remembering the same things!  

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=302414
https://www.trybooking.com/302414
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=306660
mailto:beverley.jackson8@bigpond.com

