
Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 

 

 

 Volume 16, Issue 15 October 2017 

 

A word from your PresidentA word from your PresidentA word from your President 

 Last month I had the 
privilege of being your 
Delegate at our       
District 23 Conference 
in Geelong. Thank you 
to Genevieve, Dawn, 

Letitia, Sue Pertilé and  
 Alison who also            

represented our Club.   
 

As always the program was stimulating 
and informative. I am always impressed 
with the fabulous speakers and profes-
sional way these conferences are     
conducted with rigor on timing, adher-
ence to protocol and strong discussion 
through the business sessions.  
 

My congratulations to Irene and the PR 
team for their submission to several of 

the PR Awards 
categories. We 
were all very 
proud when our 
Club name was   
mentioned each 
time a category 

was called and even more thrilled when 
I had to go on stage to accept the     
winner certificate for our Twitter entry!   
 

As always, there can be only one     
winner, but I know that everyone will 

agree with me when I say our PR    
Committee are all winners. We have an 
outstanding ‘Zontapreneur’ with a large 
distribution list, our media coverage has 
been excellent and Facebook presence 
is strong and active.  
 

The Keynote speaker for all three    
District Conferences was Dr Luc Mulim-
balimba Masururu from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  Through the Birth-
ing Kit Foundation, he has worked with 
the Zonta Club of Adelaide and hopes 
to extend 
support for 
his work in 
Perth.  As 
President of 
our Club, I 
offered to 
host Dr Luc 
and his wife 
Dellice when 
they stopped off in Perth on their way 
home.  District Governor Judy Gorton 
and many members enjoyed breakfast 
with the couple to hear about the work 
Dr Luc is doing to enhance the status of 
women and children and how we can 
support him in his endeavours. There 
are details later in this newsletter of 
how you might like to assist. 
 

We were all very saddened with the 
death of our dear Alma Dempsey. Alma 
was a foundation member of our Club, a 
model of Zonta ideals and an inspiration 
to us all.  Many of our members joined 
her family and many friends on Friday 
22 September for our final farewell. 
Thank you to our generous sponsor, Anita 
Mulqueen of Clementine Florist, for the 
yellow roses we all offered while re-
membering the special place Alma held 
for us all. See our tribute to Alma      
below. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vicki Moir 

It is with heavy hearts and a great    
sadness that we report the death of our 
Charter Member Alma Dempsey.  Alma 
passed away peacefully on Thursday 14 
September surrounded by her family. 
 

It’s hard to believe 
that we won’t see 

Alma’s wonderful 
smile and enjoy 
her beautiful 
persona at our 
meetings and 
functions again.  

However, Alma’s 
life is to be cele-

brated as she was a 

special lady—epitomized by these words 
she left  behind— 
 

Afterglow 
 

I’d like the memory of me to be a 
happy one. 

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles 
when life is done. 

I’d like to leave an echo whispering 
softly down the ways. 

Of happy times and laughing times 
and bright and sunny days. 

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, 
to dry before the sun  

Of happy memories that I leave when              
life is done. 

 

She requested that her farewell be a 
colourful and happy occasion and so it 
was.  The Pinaroo Chapel was bursting 
at the seams with 300 or more people, 
whose lives Alma had touched, wishing 
to pay their respects.  She was involved 
in so many groups, she and Mal having 
started out as farmers in Beacon, bring-
ing up four children and eventually   
returning to Perth and establishing 
themselves in the real estate industry.  
 

Alma was a dedicated Zontian, always 
ready and willing to help wherever she 
was needed.  She was happiest working 
behind the scenes and probably did 
more for our Club than we will ever 
know.    more over ...... 

ValeValeVale———Charter Member Alma DempseyCharter Member Alma DempseyCharter Member Alma Dempsey   
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continued from p.1 
 

One of the lovely things Alma used to 
do was send members a card on their 
birthday.  She was always available to 
lend an ear and interested in what other 
members were doing.  In order of pref-
erence, family came first then it was a 
toss up between lawn bowls and Zonta! 
 

Fellow Charter Member Margaret Field 
put these thoughts together with     
regards Alma’s life. 
 

“I have had the privilege of knowing 

Alma for over 36 years.  We first met at 

the home of the late Yvonne Roberts, 

Chairman of the Organisation and  

Extension Committee of the Zonta Club 

of Perth. The Committee had been very 

active in seeking members for a new 

Zonta Club in the Northern Suburbs of 

Perth and both Alma and I were under 

consideration. We subsequently       

attended a Charter Dinner for 20  

members in June 1981, held at the  

Karrinyup Country Club. 
 

What a wonderful member Alma has 

been, constant in her support, and   

always ready to help at every club func-

tion. Alma’s beautiful smile and her 

willingness to become involved have 

been the hallmark of her Zonta      

membership. 

I especially remember her contribution 

at our camps which were held to assist 

families who were survivors of domes-

tic violence.  She always had a special 

way with mothers and young children. 

Personally, I shall miss a dear and  

sincere friend, who was always ready 

for a chat, and I am so grateful for the 

number of lifts that she has given me 

over the years.  Vale, Alma.” 
 

This reflection so beautifully sums up 
Alma.  Even though she contributed 
behind the scenes (which she much  

preferred), she was larger than life 
when it came to supporting others.   
She was loved by so many, not the least 
being her family.  We will miss her 
bright and cheery countenance at our 
meetings and events but will cherish the 
lovely memories she has given us over 
36 years.  She lived life to the full.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be presenting Alma’s District 
23—35 Years’ Service badge to family 
members at our dinner meeting. 

An exciting initiative was announced at 
the District Conference by PIP Val 
Sarah AM DGSJ!  It is called the 
‘Centennial Anniversary Endowment  
Campaign’ (CAEC).   
 

This campaign is totally separate from our 
biennial funding for the international   
service projects and programs. 
 

The ZI Foundation has set this up to 
coincide with our 100th Anniversary. It 
will be a unique opportunity to guaran-
tee Zonta’s commitment to service and  
advocacy for the next 100 years!  
 

“We want to continue what we have been 
fighting for all these years.  We want to 
fulfil the vision of our founders.” 
 

The CAEC is an intensive fundraising 
effort to ensure that Zonta will be able 
to sustain projects and programs to 
meet the needs of future generations of 
women and girls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Zonta International Foundation is 
seeking partners and donors who believe 
in the importance of ensuring that Zonta 
International will have a solid base of 

resources going forward. There are   
simple ways for you to join the CAEC 
and offer a gift.  Each gift will be valued 
and acknowledged.   
 

For Zonta, creating a robust endowment 
fund ensures that, as the years pass by, 
the fund grows and with it, a guarantee 
that we are able to maintain and        
enhance our level of giving in the future, 
to ensure that projects and programs will 
be carried forward—perhaps even      
sustain a long-term flagship program!  
Today, the ZIF has two separate endow-
ment funds: a general Endowment Fund 
and the Amelia Earhart Fellowship     
Endowment Fund.  The campaign is   
committed to growing the general Endow-
ment Fund by US$10M by the 2020   
Convention.  The principal investment 
amount will remain intact with only the 
dividends and interest being used. 
 

The Foundation invites you to leave a 
legacy and to consider a one-time gift or 
a three-year gift plan.  With your pledge 
you may schedule regular payments over 
a period of up to three years, based upon 
a schedule designed by you.  For more 
information click here, or contact one of  
D23’s local CAEC representatives, ie 
 

Liz Bice (ZC of Para District Area) 
Ann Horrocks (ZC of Bendigo) 

Julie Wiltshire (ZC of Hobart Derwent) 
Liz Woodgate (ZC of Peel) 

 

ZONTA IMPACTS THE GLOBE— 
WHY NOT MAKE AN IMPACT TOO! 

ZIF Announces Endowment CampaignZIF Announces Endowment CampaignZIF Announces Endowment Campaign   

RIP our dear Alma. 

https://zontaendowmentcampaign.org/invest/
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President Vicki will give a full report at 
our next meeting, but here are some of 
the highlights in pictorial form.  As she 
mentioned, our Club was represented 
by these six lovely members.  
Below, Letitia and Alison ‘playing’ shops 
and Vicki gifting a utility bag to Ute. 

Conference HighlightsConference HighlightsConference Highlights   

PIP & ZI Centennial Anniversary  
Celebrations Consultant  

Val Sarah AM DGSJ speaking about 
the Centennial Anniversary  

Endowment Campaign (CAEC) 

Left:  ZI D23 Liaison—Ute Scholz from the ZC of Verden,  
Germany, ‘leading the way’. 
Below:  ZI President Sonja Hönig Schough speaking to   
delegates from Sweden via Skype! 

Keynote speaker Dr Luc Mulimbalimba 
Masururu receiving gift from Ruth  

Thomas (ZC of Swan Hills) 

Those Geelong bollards 
came to life—here’s 

Nancy Natty Knickers 
(aka Beryl McMillan 

Conference Chairman)! 

Past D23 Governor 
Naomi Reschke was 
impressed with our 

rose cards! 

YWPA Awardees: 
Above—Nandini 
Karthikeyan (2016 
ZI & D23 winner), 
and 
Left—Ishka de 
Silva (2017 D23 
winner). Both 
fabulous inspiring 
young women. 

ZC of Melbourne on Yarra ‘Pre-loved’ Bags for Sale.  
What a great fundraiser—“Help our Projects make ‘Bags of 

Difference’ for Women and Girls”. 

Wendy Atherden, ZC of 
Perth with her Heide  

Taylor Award 

Happy Zontians—D23 Governor 
Judy Gorton (l) and ZI Liaison 

Ute Scholz 

From all accounts 
the Conference pro-
vided delegates with 
a program that was 
educational and  
inspirational, was 
well run and fun to 
attend. The next one 
will be in Brisbane in 
2019—ZI’s 100th 
Birthday. We’ve just 
gotta go to that! 
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As mentioned earlier, Vicki will give her 
Delegate’s report at our meeting on 
Wednesday and will cover more of the 
business sessions.  However, there are 
some things worth a special mention. 
 

 Total registrations were 189 of which 
55 were ‘First-Timers’ - an excellent 
outcome. 

 

 All 6 clubs from Area 3 were repre-
sented with 35 members attending. 

 

 For the first time a flag representing Z 
Clubs was paraded at the Opening 
Ceremony. 

 

 We found ZI’s representative—Ute 
Scholz, a warm, friendly and fun     
person. 

 

 Christine Fitzherbert of the ZC of   
Melbourne on Yarra conducted a very 
fitting Ceremony of Remembrance.  
Freda Jacobs formerly of the Perth 
Club was one of the 8 remembered. 

 

 All three keynote speakers were 
excellent. Amanda Ewbank, Head of 
People and Culture at Rural Bank, 
the only Australian owned and oper-
ated dedicated agribusiness bank in 
the country, spoke about the 
‘invisible farmers’ - women and their 
role in agriculture. While the Bank 
has 19% women, their goal is 33% of 
women in leadership roles by 2018. 

 

 Dr Luc was another keynote speaker 
who through his video, gave us an 
insight into the problems and initia-
tives he is tackling in the DR Congo. 
He also spoke about how our birth-
ing kits are making a difference. 

 

 The last keynote speaker—Greg 
Gebhart—Senior Trainer for the Office 
of the eSafety Commissioner, gave 
some very useful tips to empower 
women to be safe online.  To access 
more on this topic, visit— 

  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/women 
 

 ZI Foundation Ambassador—Erica 
Majba—reminded us that 100% of 
funds clubs donate to  ZIF are used 
for the projects and programs     
chosen at convention. Administra-
tion of the Foundation is covered by 
our ZI membership dues. Not all 
clubs in the District have donated to 
ZIF. 

 

 There will be a Centennial publication 
recognizing Zontians who have     
empowered others significantly in 
pursuit of our mission.  If members 
wish to nominate a Zontian there is 
a form that can be completed, a 
copy of which your Editor has. 

 

 An Inaugural Service & Advocacy 
Award was announced by Naomi 
Reschke, D23 Chairman Advocacy. 
She reminded us that Advocacy is 
not an ‘add-on’ but an integral part 
of our agenda and should be visited 
every meeting. 

 

 As well as Wendy Atherden, Jenny 
Weaver (ZC of Adelaide Torrens) and 
Val Baldwin (ZC of Adelaide) also 
received Governor’s Awards—The 
Heide Taylor Honour Roll. 

 

 Not all clubs entered the PR Awards 
but those who did were commended 

for the high standard and promotion 
of Zonta in their communities. 

 

 Membership stats were highlighted. 
For each of the last two years almost 
100 members resigned or did not   
renew.  Retention—the major obstacle 
to achieving our membership goal. 

 

 The District introduced a ’Years of 
Service Pin’  awarded after 20 years 
with 5 year increments. Alma was 
among the 35+ year group. 

 

 ZI provided a video of our ZI Presi-
dent’s site visit to ‘Let us Learn 
Madagascar’ project. Click here to 
read her blog. 

 

 We were privileged to hear speak 
our YWPA Awardees from 2016 and 
2017. We can be so proud of these 
young women. 

 

 Judy Rothe and Margaret Bird gave a 
presentation on establishing Z and 
Golden Z Clubs. Something we could 
think about. 

 

 Of course there were plenty of   
opportunities for fun, ie  the playing 
of Katy Perry’s ‘Roar’ to muster    
everyone after breaks: retail therapy 
at the merchandise hub and Liz      
Davenport’s suite: small group dining 
around town Friday evening: at the 
Gala Dinner entertainment by ‘Drop 
of a Hat Productions’ and dancing to 
the ‘Soul Sisters Sassy’ group. (Some 
Zontians might have found a few  
muscles they didn’t know they had 
after this!)  “I don’t know about any-
one else, but I had a great time at the 
Conference”.....Ed. 
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Geelong Foreshore 

GYNae DayGYNae DayGYNae Day———chip, chip, chipping away!chip, chip, chipping away!chip, chip, chipping away! 

“There were some great events; 
however, although there wasn’t a 
great response from women and 
organisations, those who did con-
tribute kept the day alive”, Kath 
Mazzella OAM reported following 
GYNO Day on 10 September. 
 

One group—the ‘Sisters on Steel 
Harley Davidson Motor Cycle’ 
women, held a bike rally to Ravens-
wood where a $50,000 top of the 
range Harley was loaned for Kath 

to be ’Queen of Harleys’ for 
GYNae health. “A moment 
I will never forget. They 
were totally amazed at my 
campaign ........ 
 

It would be great to see 
Zonta have a few GYNae 
health issues on their 2018 
agenda given that millions 
of women in the world 
have these problems”, she 
added. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/women
https://www.zonta.org/Media-News/News-Feed/News-Detail/international-president-shares-reflections-on-madagascar-in-unicef-usa-blog
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Meeting numbers have been down of 
late because so many of our members 
are travelling.  Unfortunately, it’s the 
time of year when people look to holi-
daying in warmer climes.  We also have 
many members who just love travelling. 
 

Over the past month or so we’ve had 
news from the South Pacific, Vietnam, 
Ireland, Japan, Canada, USA and 
Europe.  As mentioned in previous 
newsletters, our Club members could 
probably start a travel consultancy! 
 

Palma reported as follows— 
 

“David and I have just spent two weeks 
in an unspoilt paradise, namely the 
Cook Islands. The Cook Islands are 
comprised of 15 islands;13 are perma-
nently occupied. The total population 
is18,027. The main islands of Raro-
tonga and Aitutaki are the most popu-

lated. Rarotonga is surrounded by a 
coral lagoon while the Aitutaki Islands 
are situated in a massive coral lagoon, 
just spectacular! 

We had 8 days on 
Rarotonga, after a 5- 
hour flight from  
Sydney, where our 
chalet was 30 metres 
from the still waters 
of the lagoon.  We 
snorkelled, swam, 
canoed, and had lovely walks along the 
beach.  We hired a car and explored 
the islands, a round trip taking 40   
minutes doing the speed limit 50 km/h 
and 30 km/h past the schools. Raro-
tonga's peaks are the summits of an 
extinct submarine volcano. The inland 
scenery of mountains and rain forest 
was stunning.  The coastal drives were 
also beautiful and these were repeated 
on Aitutaki, a 45 minute flight, where 
we stayed for a further 5 days.  
 

Traders and missionaries, as well as 
rogues, first poured into the South   
Pacific around the 1800s, changing the 

traditional Polynesian way of life for 
ever.  Official colonisation followed 
decades later.  In 1888 the Cook       
Islands became a British protectorate 
and in 1901 they were annexed to the 
British Empire as part of the Dominion 
of New Zealand.  In 1965 the Cook  
Islands became self-governing, with an 
elected parliament advised on matters 
of traditional customs by the tribal 
chiefs. Many Cook islanders live in 
New Zealand and Australia. Tourism 
and fishing are the main livelihood of 
these people. The locals are delightful 
and were always happy to help with 
directions or just a chat.  
 

We highly recommend time out on the 
Cook Islands for a relaxing holiday." 
 

Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Another of our members—Leanne—has 
also been experiencing a beautiful 
place.  She spent time at the Naman 
Retreat in Danang, Vietnam.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Leanne remarked— 
 

“This was so relaxing and the life I’d 
like to become accustomed to!” 

Jean and Peter visited Japan recently. 
Jean sent in this summary— 
 

“Having just visited Japan, I would 
highly recommend the Convention in 
July next year, and a tour to comple-
ment the visit.  This is a shot from our 
ship leaving Yokohama where the   

Convention will be held.  Very modern, 
clean and hardly any traffic on the 
roads.  Everywhere is surprisingly very 
quiet, as the people mainly follow   
Buddhism or Shintoism.  They are so 
incredibly warm and polite, always 
bowing—even the shopkeepers, etc.  
The porters all bowed to the bus driver 

and to the passengers after loading our 
luggage, that was public transport!  
 

The scenery was beautiful, all moun-
tains and forests as volcanic islands. 
The food was so exquisitely displayed.  

more over ...... 
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cont’d from around the Club .....cont’d from around the Club .....cont’d from around the Club .....   
 

If you had any difficulty with the      
language there was an interpreter on 
an I-pad to help.   

No need to 
concern 
yourself 
about the 
toilets either; 
they were 
incredibly 
clean and 

modern, the only problem was finding 
the flush button!  (Did you ever get to the 
bottom of that, Jean?  Ed.) 

We counted 44 
cubicles in this 
road stop, and 
somewhere for 
the toddler to sit!    
 

Peter and I are 
looking forward 
to revisiting next 
year and hope to 
see many of you 
there as well! 

On the other hand, 
Linda has recently 
welcomed another 
grandchild into her 
life—Lachlan Robert.  
She said—“As it is 
with grandchildren—
love at first sight!”   
 

Lachlan is daughter 
Fiona and husband 
Michael’s first child.  
Congratulations to all concerned!   
 
 

The Club had a good result from the 
Conference with sales of our new rose 
cards, utility bags and registration plate 
surrounds amounting to $360. 
 

Dld you know that over the years 
we’ve been selling our utility bags, so 
far, we’ve made a profit of $8239!  And, 
there are only about 400 left!!!! 

It was all smiles and empties on Sunday 
when Steve Leslie, Master of Champagne 
ran a Masterclass on five specially    
selected wines. 

 Vicki was thrilled with 
the turnout and said 

afterwards— 
 

"Congratulations to 
Chair Liz and the 
Membership   
Committee for a 
very well organised 
and successful 

Champagne Tasting 
event on Sunday. 

Steve Leslie was        
astounding in the knowledge he will-
ingly shared with the 50+ attendees 
and we all had plenty of champagne to 
taste. This event was attended by many 
non Zontians and so was a great PR 
opportunity as well as a valuable fund-
raiser. Well done and thank you." 
 

Steve covered a lot about champagne: 
where the growing regions were, which 
grapes were used, the various tech-
niques employed, how to ‘silently’ de-
cork a bottle, which glasses are best, 
how to pour champagne to retain the 
bubbles, how to taste it and how to 
store it.  We learnt so much. 
 

It was interesting to learn that a lot of 
women ran vineyards and made wine. 
Madame Lily Bollinger was one such  
person whose husband, Jacques, died in 
1941.  You most likely have heard of 
her famous saying— 

“I drink Champagne when I'm 
happy and when I'm sad. Some-
times I drink it when I'm alone. 
When I have company I consider 
it obligatory. I trifle with it if I'm 
not hungry and drink it when I 
am. Otherwise, I never touch it -- 
unless I'm thirsty.”  

 

We also learned how to pronounce 
Moët, ie "mo-ette" or "mo-wett". (I 
have since discovered the founder of 
the winery was of Dutch, not French, 
origin, hence the pronunciation!  Ed) 

Steve also treated us to descriptions 
and pics of several chateaux which 
looked very enticing! 
 

A bottle of champagne was raffled 
which Vicki’s daughter Krista won and 

there was a silent auction for another 
excellent quality champagne, including a 
saber—a tool for 
opening a bottle—
something like a 
carving knife!   
 

At right, Steve with 
his cache of tasting 
wines, and below—
guests enjoying the 
experience  and 
comparing notes. 
 
 

more over ...... 

Champagne tasting a bubbly affair!Champagne tasting a bubbly affair!Champagne tasting a bubbly affair!   
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Dr Luc seeking helpDr Luc seeking helpDr Luc seeking help   
Apart from attending the three recent 
Zonta District conferences, Dr Luc was 
on a mission to garner support for his 
people and the work he is doing in the 
DR Congo.  While in Perth he arranged 
a container for the transportation of 
much needed items.  

 

THIS CONTAINER WILL BE       
AVAILABLE AND READY TO FILL 

UNTIL 15 OCTOBER. 

Dr Luc’s primary requests are for clean 
baby and children’s clothing, shoes, 
wraps, rugs, etc., men’s and ladies’ 
clothes and shoes. These items can be 
delivered to Vicki’s home, but please 
contact her beforehand to make a   
convenient day and time. 
 

Sewing machines are also required ...... 
BUT THESE MUST BE IN WORKING 
ORDER AND THREADED READY TO 
SEW—no doubt to help operate! 

The only power in Dr Luc’s village is 
solar and so there is a huge need for 
working solar panels, either second- 
hand or new.  School desks and chairs 
are also a priority. These particular 
items can be delivered directly to the 
container, but please contact Vicki first 
to discuss the timing. 
 

It is Spring so why not have a clean out 
and see what you can donate to this 
worthy cause. His website is - 
 

http://www.mhcdafrica.org/ 
 

 

 

 

Ensure you have 28 October in your 
diary as we have another ever popular 
High Tea at the Wardrobe in Mt Lawley 

when you’ll be able to check out the  
new summer fashions! 

If you’re interested in Steve’s qualifications, he is a Master of Champagne (Honours) - Wine Scholar Guild; 
Chevalier de l’Ordre des Coteaux de Champagne; Champagne Award (Australia) 1983 which means  

he’s consumed a lot of bubbles in that time! 

 

“I don’t know about 
yooou, but I haad a 
shplendid time on 
Shunday tasting 
Ssshampagne.Thwat 
a luverlyyyy way to 
shpend an afternoon!  

Having October birthdays are— 
 

Molly—1st, Kath—10th,  

Liz—16th, Kaye—18th 

and Wendy—21st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate your special day 

gals—perhaps with some  

champagne! 

Thank you again to Steve, the 
members and others who volun-
teered to help on the day, and 
everyone who supported this 
event.   
 

We’ll let you know next news-
letter how it all went as a fund-
raiser and PR exercise.  It was 
certainly a huge success. 

http://www.mhcdafrica.org/

