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Last month’s speaker—Margaret 
Halsmith—wasn’t sure how to pitch 
her presentation, ie Aviatrix, Media-
trix or Bag of Tricks, as all three  
fitted her persona admirably. 
 

Margaret’s profession is in media-
tion but her interest in flying goes 
back to high school days. One of her 
friends was Jenny Brearley (now 

Houghton), great niece of aviator 
Norman Brearley.  The title of her 
talk on Passions, Principles & Practi-
calities therefore applied equally to 
both mediation and flying.   
 

What experiences these two pas-
sions have presented over the many 
years of Margaret’s career.  But, it 
wasn’t until 2011 that she actually 
learnt to fly, taking every opportu-
nity to explore the outback in     
conjunction with her work. 
 

One of her most exciting and 
memorable times was co-piloting a 
Cessna in an Outback Air Race to 
raise funds for the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service.  Here’s a poem she 
wrote following that experience. 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to shape 
my thoughts in poetry 
My poem is entitled ‘Australia in 4D’ 
 

Airborne—The Instrumentals* three 

pass the hours ex-quis-ite-ly 
in she who is OMV, a Cessna 1-8-2-RG 
 

‘CAB OK’ I hear us say 
then what I see entrances me 
because it is extraordin’ry 
 

From OMV at every height 
Australia is in her limelight 
To be seen are patterns—lots 
composed of circles, lines and dots 
Displays of purposeful design 
provide a narrative divine 
 

Patterns form when shapes combine, 
repeat themselves and then align 
themselves to a design. 
Patterns satisfy our minds. 
 

The circles, dots and lines  
seed ideas that grow like vines. 
 

Patterns form when thoughts combine, 
repeat themselves and then align 
themselves to a design. 

Patterns satisfy our minds. 
more over ..... 

A word from the A word from the A word from the PresidentPresidentPresident 

I thought you may all enjoy this….…. 
 

Two politicians were seconded to 

work for the city public works     

department following a cabinet   

reshuffle.  On arrival they were 

given their task and proceeded into 

the community as instructed. One 

would dig a hole and the other 

would follow behind and fill the 

hole in.  They worked up one side of 

the street, then down the other, 

then moved on to the next street, 

working furiously all day without 

rest, one digging a hole, the other 

filling it in again. They commented 

that they felt like they were back on 

the campaign trail…..maybe even 

get back in favour and again be a 

front bencher…..  

An onlooker was amazed at the 

politicians’ hard work, but couldn’t 

understand what they were doing. 

So he asked the one digging the 

hole— 
 

“I’m impressed by the effort you 

are putting in to your work, but I 

don’t get it—why do you dig a 

hole, only to have your partner 

follow behind and fill it in again?”  
 

The politician digging the hole 

wiped his brow and sighed, 
 

 “Well, I suppose it probably 

looks odd because we’re        

normally a three-person team. 

But, today, the person who 

would have planted the trees 

called in sick.” 
 

With the craziness of the world  

political stage, it sounds all too    

familiar………! 
 

Cheers to all ……  

 

 

 
 

(Leanne only has one more newsletter 
before she completes her two-year term 
as President. I think the strain is start-
ing to show!  Ed.) 

Passions, Principles & PracticalitiesPassions, Principles & PracticalitiesPassions, Principles & Practicalities   

Leanne 

President 
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Cont’d from p.1 
 

What I see from OMV 
is Australia in four D: 
height, length and breadth:  
those are three 
Add the perception of you and me… 
 

Airborne with The Instrumentals* three 
Hours pass exquisitely: 
Australia in her jewellery 
full of wonder and mystery: 
Australia in 4D  
humbles and inspires me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* The Instrumentals are Don        
Rechichi, Jack Gregor and Margaret 
Halsmith. 
 
 

Margaret has been invited back 
some time in the future to speak 
about mediation.  

 

Our Nominating Committee, led by 
Letitia, has produced an excellent 
Slate for the 2016-2018 Biennium. 
Our thanks go to Letitia, June and 
Susan for their work ‘encouraging’ 
members to take that extra step to 
become more involved in the       
administration and governance of 
the Club.  Of course, if you feel so 
inclined, you can be nominated from 
the floor as long as the appropriate 
paperwork has been completed.    
 

The following members have kindly   
agreed to stand for office and their 
positions will be confirmed at our 
AGM on 4 May. 
 

President Stephanie Steensma 
Vice-President Vicki Moir 
Treasurer Merilyn Ide 
Directors Wendy Dowling 
 Hilda Malanczak 
 Irene O’Leary 
 Susan Taylor 
Secretary  Letitia Depiazzi 
Asst Secretary Genevieve Rose 

 

These Zontians have taken their 
induction ‘vows’ seriously—do you 
remember these words— 
 

“If called upon for leadership  
responsibilities, you are expected 
to serve enthusiastically.” 

 

We other members will pledge our-
selves to cooperate with these 
newly installed officers.  It means 
we put our trust in them to take the 
Club forward.  
 

However, this doesn’t mean the 
rest of us can sit back and let it all 
happen. We all have a responsibility 
to ensure the smooth running of our 
club. We need to step up as well and 
contribute our skills and talents, to 
work alongside, encourage and   
assist the Leadership Team as much 
as possible.  If we keep this at the 
forefront, our Club will remain    
vibrant and successful. But, we are  
all busy people (even the retired 
ones!), some more than others!   

“I finished my book!”“I finished my book!”“I finished my book!” 
So was the excited exclamation 
from Dr Lorena Escorcia who was 
our guest speaker in July last year, 
when she contacted Linda recently. 
This is what she said— 
 

‘Hello Linda,  
 

I finished my book which was published 
and launched at the III Festival for 
Peace in Colombia that took place in 
Paris from 1-3 April.  
 

There is a large community of Colom-
bian people who have immigrated to 
France, particularly Paris, looking for 
a better quality of life, education, work. 
and avoiding the consequences of a 
large internal war. So it was an oppor-
tunity to meet many other Spanish 
speaking people, to talk about our 
country and the perspectives that     
Colombian people have facing a new 
era of 'Post-conflict' as it seems that 
the conversations between the guerrilla 
of  'Las FARC' and the government, 
taking place in La Habana, Cuba, will 
result in an agreement between the  
parties which would be the end of more 

than sixty years of internal armed   
conflict in Colombia. 
 

The launch of the book was just one of 
many artistic demonstrations at the 
festival; it was also music, dance,    
poetry and cinema. 
 

My book called 'El pintor, la cirujana 
y el hombre caimán': 'The painter, the 
woman surgeon and the crocodile-
man' are fifteen short stories, about   

love, childhood, Colombian myths and 
migration. I wrote it during the time I 
lived in Paris when I found in creative 

writing  a very effective way to express 
myself and give a new sense to the 
many changes that my life was having 
at that particular moment. I was a new 
mother and I had to take care of my 
baby on my own, far from my family 
and country.  
 

The book is now being distributed in 
Colombia and also targets the Latin 
American and Hispanic communities  
living in Europe and Perth. I hope the 
book can be translated into English 
very soon.” 
 

To refresh your memory of Lorena, 
she, husband and young son live in 
Perth.  She graduated as a doctor in 
Bogotá, Colombia in 2004 after 
which she spent four years as a 
Field Doctor with Médecins Sans 
Frontières in Colombia, Guatemala 
and Cameroon.  Her travels have 
been extensive.  
 

Having a love of literature and story 
telling, Lorena must be elated at 
having her book published.  Our 
congratulations go out to her! 

Slate AnnouncedSlate AnnouncedSlate Announced   
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Last month we had the pleasure of 
inducting a new member—Jenny 
Gleeson.   
 

Jenny is the Owner/Director of 
Lifeworx which has been operating 
for over seven years and has won 

three National Awards in the areas 
of career development and          
employee engagement. Lifeworx 
focuses on assisting community-
based organisations and not-for-
profits with understanding their 
staff more effectively and also    
assists individuals with their career 
development needs.  

On a personal note, Jenny is        
extremely passionate about helping 
youth at risk and women. She is on 
WILD-C, a recently formed not-for-
profit standing for Women in Leader-
ship Driving Change. She has been 
involved in organising a conference 
in Kalgoorlie for women re-entering 
the workforce on a pro-bono level, 
which has been both challenging 
and rewarding.  

In addition to this, Jenny works  
part-time at National Disability   

Services working on strategies to 
assist people with disability under-
stand the complaints process and 
assisting disability service organisa-
tions put effective policies in place. 

Jenny lives in Joondanna with her 
newly acquired cat, ‘Tiger’, who she 
adopted from the RSPCA. He was 
supposed to be a foster cat but she 
fell in love with him and the rest is 
history, as they say. 

We know Jenny will make a great  
Zontian as she is outgoing, enjoys 
working with people to make 
change, has great ideas and is caring 
and considerate towards others.  
Jenny will be a great asset to Zonta 
International and our Club in       
particular, and we look forward to 
working with her to advance the 
status of women.  Welcome Jenny! 

During a recent meeting at the 
State Library, Carole Theobald 
(Zonta Club of Perth)  
reported seeing Kay 
smiling down at her 
from a TV monitor.  
It was advertising 
the ‘Kay Poustie 
Scholarship’.   
 
 

Members might be  interested to 
know that when this scholarship 
was announced in 2012, we put an 
article in ‘The Zontapreneur’ (see 
next column). 
 

Kay was well-respected both in her 
profession and through her work 
with ZI.  She was an active member 
of our Club and was our President 
from 1998-1990.  She held many 
leadership roles including being  
District 23 Governor from 1996-
1998 and many members will      
remember her integrity, compassion 
and willingness to help others.  In 
2008 Kay was awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia for ‘service 
to the library and information services  
sector, and to the community through 
the Zonta International movement 
and aged welfare’. 

 Kay had a long and distinguished 
professional career in the library 
profession, where she displayed her 
passion as a library manager, as a 
leader in the profession, and as a 
Member and later Chair of the    
Library Board of Western Austra-
lia.  As a librarian she was held in 
high regard as a role model and 
mentor by colleagues locally,       
nationally and internationally. In 
2010 she was recognised as a     
Library of WA Board Fellow. 
 

The scholarship is awarded annually 
in May and to date has four alumni. 
 

It was with heavy hearts and a great 
sadness that we learnt of Kay’s 
death. She was a larger than life 
member of 
our Club and 
is still missed. 
When she was 
awarded her 
OAM we pre-
sented her 
with a book 
and ‘Zonta’ 
roses.  It was 
such a happy 
occasion. 

Life Works for Jenny!Life Works for Jenny!Life Works for Jenny! 

The Kay Poustie ScholarshipThe Kay Poustie ScholarshipThe Kay Poustie Scholarship 

LIBRARY BOARD LIBRARY BOARD LIBRARY BOARD    
HONOURS KAYHONOURS KAYHONOURS KAY   
   

Did you know that the State Library of 
Western Australia Foundation has        
established a scholarship in Kay’s name?   

The Kay Poustie Scholarship, in the 
form of an International Study Grant, will 
enable Western Australian-based      
librarians to travel overseas to learn 
more about innovative library practices.  
You may recall that in 1996 Kay was 
invited to become an inaugural member 
of the Bertelsmann International Network 
of Public Libraries.  She subsequently 
presented a paper that discussed         
co-operation of public libraries on an 
international basis as she could see the 
benefits of such global information    
sharing.    

Kay was certainly a dedicated librarian 
and true professional and now with this 
scholarship in place, many more local 
librarians will have the opportunity to 
study new and improved practices that 
can be applied here in our libraries. 

We applaud the Library Board’s initiative 
in recognizing Kay in this way. No doubt 
her family will be very proud, and 
pleased, as we are in Zonta, that she has 
been honoured in this way. 

http://lifeworx.com.au/
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The ZC of Perth in conjunction with 
Area Director Jane Moulden arranged 
an excellent day last Saturday at the 
Perth Modern School.  It was a very 
good venue with regards the facilities 
and lent itself admirably to our needs. 
 

The theme ‘What’s on the Horizon for 
Zonta’ was a good one as it gave us 
plenty to think about in relation to our 
future. The Keynote Speaker, Professor 
Marylene Gagne, Head of Discipline:       
Management and    
Organizations, UWA 
Business School, 
gave an excellent 
presentation on 
‘Attracting,  Engaging 
and Retaining Volun-
teers’.  It is hoped 

we will obtain a copy of 
Marylene’s talk. 
 

This lead into a panel, facili-
tated by Incoming D23 Gov-
ernor Judy Gorton, comprised 
of— 
 

 Larissa Elliot (100 Women) 
 Gabrielle Walker (Jane M. 
 Klausman Awardee) 
 Samantha Goerling 
 (Golden Z Club) 

Being younger women each gave a  
valuable perspective on how we could 
remain attractive to volunteers.   
 

D23 Governor, Erica Majba, spoke 
about risks that we might encounter as 
we advocate, especially with the media 
who might take out of context some-
thing that we may have said or done.   
 

One of the best and most interesting 
segments of such forums is hearing 
what other clubs in our Area are doing, 
eg the Peel Club raised nearly $13,000 
at their Golf Day recently, all of which 
will be channelled into breast cancer      
research.  Well done again ladies! 
 

Jane spoke about broadening our hori-
zons and her journey in the role of 
Area 3 Director, stepping outside her 
comfort zone and facing challenges. 

We then heard about the Esther Foun-
dation and from one young woman 
who had turned her life around with 
the help of this organisation.  She is 
now a role model for other drug users. 
How brave she was to tell her story. 
 

Through some clips Sandra Burns gave 
us a quick overview of our ZI projects. 
How enlightening it is to see this work 
and its outcomes.  Judy Gorton gave us 
a sneak preview of next biennium’s 
programs and projects which will be 
voted on at the Nice Convention. 
 

Deb Mason (ZC Perth) coordinator of  
the SOS (Starting Over Support) ser-
vice, gave us an update on this saying 
that it had grown hugely.  Since incep-
tion around 200 families had been set 
up with household and other items. 
Let her know if you would like to help. 
 

After a hard day of listening and learn-
ing, what better 
way to finish off 
than sharing a 
wine or two 
with your Zonta 
friends.  A very 
well organised 
and enjoyable 
day all round, 
thanks to Jane, Sandra and her Team. 

ZI launched its new website last 
month.  Members are being encour-
aged to explore all three aspects of 
the site.  

For easy access click on 
this emblem and find out 
what the website has to 
offer.  It has a clear and 
fresh look with lots of  

interesting and informative topics.  
Visitors to the site will see first-hand 
what Zonta is all about.  There are 
lots of great pictures and links to 
stories about both the global and 
local impacts we are making to 
women and girls through our       
service and advocacy programs and 
projects.  

The Member Only section is particu-
larly useful as this is where you will 
find manuals, directories, various  
tools and leadership resources.  Of 
course you will need to login to ‘My 
Zonta’ to gain access. 
 

The ZI Foundation site is 
where you will find  every-
thing you ever wanted to 
know about our programs 
and projects.  It is very 
comprehensive with an 
outline of each including 
the partnerships involved 
and the funding being   
applied to each.  There are 
updates and news items to 
keep us informed so that 
we can track progress. 
 

Every member should take 
advantage of this fabulous   
resource. Take the time to 

visit the site, explore each of the 
links, familiarise yourself with what 
is available and learn more.  You will 
be better informed and confident to 
talk to others about Zonta Interna-
tional.  Do it for yourself, but more 
importantly, DO IT FOR ZONTA!! 

New ZI website launchedNew ZI website launchedNew ZI website launched 

Workshop WrapWorkshop WrapWorkshop Wrap 

http://foundation.zonta.org/
http://www.zonta.org/
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Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Eyre ExperienceEyre ExperienceEyre Experience   

Last month it was 
cup cakes all 
round when Irene 
celebrated her 
50th birthday—
what a treat!   
Being the girl that 
she is and a true 
Zontian, she 
asked her friends 
to donate to the 
Zonta Foundation rather than buy 
gifts. She has only been a member 
since November 2014 but is already 
showing signs of leadership having 

stepped up onto the 
Board soon after joining 
and is doing a great job 
on the PR&C Commit-
tee.  Irene is a special      
person, a fabulous 

member, full of energy, 
fun, enthusiasm and good 

ideas, as demonstrated by the above     
initiative.  Perhaps we could all take a 
leaf out of Irene’s book and consider 
donating to the Foundation as the 
ultimate Zontian birthday gift!     
Imagine how much we could raise—
Irene’s tally came to $313!   

Another 50th celebration coming up 
is the Zonta Club of Melbourne on 
Yarra!  They were chartered on 24 
May 1966 and will be having their 
Anniversary Luncheon on 28 May. This 
also marks the anniversary of Zonta 
clubs in Australia so it is really a very 
special occasion.  If anyone happens 
to be in Melbourne at the end of 
May why not join the party.  Details 
have been emailed out to everyone. 
RSVPs are required by 13 May. 
 

 

We still have a number of members 
tripping around the world—it’s hard 
to keep up with everyone’s travel 
destinations.  I’m sure if we put all 
the stories together it would make    
fascinating reading!  Someone who 
hasn’t been in these columns for 
awhile is June.  She’s been cruising! 
 

“Peter and I went on our first cruise 
since arriving as ‘10 Pound Poms’ in 
1966!  P & O Cruise sounds really ex-
citing but I hasten to point out it was to 
Esperance and return! 
 

The first night out we encountered a 
severe depression and thanked heaven 
we were on a large ship, as it rocked 

and rolled all night—fortunately we are 
good sailors, but have to say, there 
were a few faces missing at breakfast 
the following morning! Arrived at an 
Esperance bathed in sunshine, that is 
until we were on a glorious beach in 
the Le Grande National Park when 
suddenly the clouds gathered and down 
came the rain!  Reminded us of many 
English holiday trips to the seaside! 

Stonehenge was worth a visit, although 
somewhat surreal. Fortunately the  
return to Fremantle was calmer during 
the night, although during the day the 
swimming pool had to be emptied due 
to the swell.  All in all, a somewhat 
memorable trip, not least the no cook-
ing, and cleaning break!” 

This would have to be one of those 
‘Bucket List’ items.  The word came 
out that there was water in Lake Eyre 
and so Dawn (and Elaine) bit the bullet 
and booked a tour—from Adelaide to 
Birdsville and back. They say a picture 
is worth a thousand words— 
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Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

 

The Club’s AGM 
will be held this 
Wednesday. Kaye 
has emailed a 
copy of the Re-
port so that mem-
bers will have 
time to flick 
through it before 
the meeting and 

identify any queries.  This should 

speed up the process although our 
AGMs normally don’t take too much 
time.  The Slate of Candidates was 
announced last month so unless 
there are any further nominations 
from the floor, voting shouldn’t take 
long.  
 

Once the formalities are completed 
we can look forward to another very 
pleasant evening and our speaker—

Linda Bettenay , whose topic is  
“Bringing Past Secrets to Life” - mmm, 
intriguing! 
 

Our Office Bearers for 2016-2018 will 
be inducted at the June meeting which 
also happens to be our 35th Birthday.  
As you will agree this calls for a cele-
bration and recognition of Charter 
Members—Alma Dempsey’s and       
Margaret Field’s—35 years of service. 

More from SAMore from SAMore from SA   

We didn’t realise what a fascinating place South Australia 
was until this trip.  We covered over 2000 km in the bus 
and flew from William Creek to Birdsville and back to 
Marree.  Staying in ‘glamour tents’ (left) in Wilpena Pound 
was an interesting experience as were the many ruins we 
visited. How those early pioneers would have enjoyed the 
facilities we had on tour with easy transport, comfy beds, 
good food and no hardships to endure.   

Items for this month 
are Coffee Shop 
vouchers and Movie 
Tickets.  If you have 
any spares of these 
and would like to 
donate them to the  

Refuge, they will be gratefully received. 
June will be Nail Care Kits and Perfumes and 
July Socks and Scarves. 

 
Books are still 
available.  See 
Marion on 
Wednesday if 
you need any. 

Mothers’ Day on 8 May 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS ! 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 14 May 

 

 

 

Wednesday 25 May 

‘ 

Birthday Greetings Alma 

for 5 May wherever you 

may be.  Enjoy your day! 

And to Kaye Metaxas 


