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Indian Odyssey: 

As you can 

imagine this 
newsletter    
article will be 
all about my 
trip to India, 
all the won-
derful places 
I visited, a 
taste of living 
very differ-
ently and all 
those lovely 
dinner     
buffets. You 
know how I 
love my    

Indian food. I hope you will allow me 
to stray off the Zonta target for one 
newsletter and tell you I had Masala 
Tea and Dosai for breakfast every day! 
The beautiful vegetable curries, chut-
neys and rice dishes, some known and 
some not, but I tried them all including 
the goat, some unusual lamb dishes and 
the vast range of  pickles. I also discov-
ered  India has its very own "Sula" 
wine and I sampled the shiraz with 
most dinners. 
 

I loved the colours, smells and noise of 

the crazy traffic jams, with honking 
horns and blaring music. The roads are 
filled with all kinds of vehicles, people, 
bikes, tractors, elephants and camels. 
All the trucks and tractors are decorat-
ed, overloaded both up, across and 
down to the road, blaring music and 
sporting large black dangly pompoms 
to ward off anything bad.  Street     
vendors selling all kinds of household 
goods, food, fruit, vegetables and    
colourful rags. Families living on    
median strips, footpaths and underneath  
bridges—anywhere there is space for a 
make-shift home. Women washing 
their babies in an ice cream container 
with bottled water while a pot is cook-

ing the dinner over a fire. Children 
playing happily on the roads and in the 
parks, but not always having attended 
school.  We stopped to watch a very 
serious cricket match in a village field 
with make-shift equipment.  
 

The colour, beading and bling of  

women and men’s clothes on the street, 
in the fields, markets and weddings , all 
very elaborate and intricate. I had to 
stop taking photos of the women in 
sari's as they 
became common 
place even while 
working in the 
fields. The flash-
es of      purples, 
reds, oranges, 
bright pink and 
greens in the 
fields made the 
country seem 
alive. Water 
wells where men 
bathed and 
women met to 
wash clothes, all 
laughing and chatting.   
 

Trade occurred everywhere there was 

a space with cows, pigs and dogs,  
mostly sleeping or wandering on the 
roads where it was much warmer, but 
not so safe.  It's amazing that everyone 
takes care to go around them as it is not 
good karma to hurt an animal. The vast 

diversity of people all living together, 
mostly with friendly smiles, a happy 
wave and always ready to have a con-
versation with you as part of the     
journey of life.  

India affects you one way or another, 

as it is life in the raw, without fanfare 
and right up close in your face. I      
respected the customs and values of the 
people I met along the way. The rich 
diversity of religions all living together 
and in harmony while we were travel-
ing around Rajasthan. 
 

One of my strongest memories is in 

Jaipur where we walked through the 
most remarkable market with the sense 
of life all around us and if you didn't 
focus you would be lost in the crowd—
very hard to find your way out through 
the maze of tiny streets. I turned right 
instead of left after taking a photo and 
felt the cold alarm of losing my way. A 
very kindly lady sitting in a doorway 
pointed me back the right way and I ran 
to catch up with the others in our 
group.      read on …... 

 

LATE NOTICELATE NOTICELATE NOTICE   
CHANGE OF SPEAKERCHANGE OF SPEAKERCHANGE OF SPEAKER   

   

UUUnfortunately, Lnfortunately, Lnfortunately, L---A Shibish who was A Shibish who was A Shibish who was 
to speak at our dinner meeting on to speak at our dinner meeting on to speak at our dinner meeting on 
Wednesday has had to fly to the  Wednesday has had to fly to the  Wednesday has had to fly to the  
Eastern States to attend the funeral Eastern States to attend the funeral Eastern States to attend the funeral 
of her fatherof her fatherof her father---ininin---law.  Our condollaw.  Our condollaw.  Our condol---
ences go to Lences go to Lences go to L---A and all the family at A and all the family at A and all the family at 
this sad time.this sad time.this sad time.   
   

FFFortunately, Linda has found a very ortunately, Linda has found a very ortunately, Linda has found a very 
suitable standsuitable standsuitable stand---in for Lin for Lin for L---A in A in A in Jenny  Jenny  Jenny  
StaceyStaceyStacey, an accomplished artist and , an accomplished artist and , an accomplished artist and 
Art Gallery guide who will speak Art Gallery guide who will speak Art Gallery guide who will speak 
about her work in the Kimberley, about her work in the Kimberley, about her work in the Kimberley, 
aboriginal art and conservation of art aboriginal art and conservation of art aboriginal art and conservation of art 
works on the Burrup Peninsula.works on the Burrup Peninsula.works on the Burrup Peninsula.   
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I had the craziest tuk tuk ride in      

Jodpur where at great speed we drove 
through narrow laneways with the buzz 
of shoppers, colourful stalls, people 
everywhere and electric wires overhead 
that I can't even describe as they are 
unbelievable (no safety rules). There 
were groups of women shopping for 
food and men sitting playing cards and 

drinking coffee.  A chap sitting in his 
bookshop called out to me to pick up 
my pashmina as it was dragging in the 
dirt—a hastily yelled “thank you” as 
we sped on through the market lane-
ways, teeming with people, to our    

destination which was an eight-storey 
warehouse of bedspreads and pash-
minas—the whirring of the overhead 
fans, the heat of the over-filled room  
while we were sitting on layers of stock 
watching and learning the "art of sell-
ing." Richard Gere had shopped at this 
warehouse as had many celebrities and 
we could buy designer items such as 
Hermes, Moshimo, Etro and Liberty as 
well as the local handcrafted merchan-
dise. Such an experience as all your 

purchases were shipped home!   I must 
admit on that day while I was visiting 
the warehouse, I did thank the universe 
there was no fire!! 
 

So much said and I haven't even men-

tioned the history, the wonderful forts, 
the temples, the palaces and the histori-
cal sites dating back to the year 1156. 

Of course the highlight was the Taj 

Mahal, everyone should visit the "Taj" 
as the pictures you see don't do it jus-
tice. The inlaid semi-precious stones, 
the tombs of marble, the gardens, the 
story of a great love and the majesty of 
the structure is both overwhelming and 
breathtaking.  
 

The City Fort at Jaisalmer (near the 

Pakistan border) was called “The Gold-
en City”, seen at sunset was spectacu-
lar. The next day walking through the 
working city with all its vibrance was a 
delight. As you can imagine,  being a 
world heritage site, many     photos 
were taken and later we went off to the 
desert for a camel ride, watching a sun-
set through a camel’s mouth, and din-

ner in the sand dunes surrounded by 
patrolling guards and fire lanterns. 
Mind you, the hotel we stayed in was 
also pretty spectacular with the owner a 
keen collector of   antiques. The border 
of Pakistan got the thumbs up although 
the border planes flying over every 
three hours and the heavily armed cam-
el patrols were a little disconcerting.  

In Udaipur, the ‘Venice of the East’, 

we stayed on the 
city of lakes where 
James Bond’s 
‘Octopussy’ was 
filmed, exploring 
the bazaars and mar-
kets.  Visiting the 
Jagdish temple with 
its intricate carvings 
and quiet contem-

plation, in silence. The richness of the  
history! 

Visiting Mahatma Gandhi’s home and 

museum, walking his last steps, seeing 
his beautiful garden monument and 
seeing the gong of peace, was very   
special.  

Onto Ranthambore National Park to 

see a tiger and although the tiger     
remained elusive, the park was filled 
with an amazing range of animals from 
peacocks to water buffalo, and stunning 
landscapes which were very green and 
lush following the most magnificent 
storm which closed the park for a day. 
A real art deco hunting lodge and three 
Indian buffets a day with all the food I 
loved! 
 

A great end to a fantastic trip!!! 

 

My last thought as I left this wonder-

ful country is that the  programs    
provided by organisations such as 
Zonta International need to continue 
with it being vital that advocating for 
women’s health, education, equal sta-
tus and living free of violence, is pro-
actively generated so that the lives of 
women and their families are 
improved. 
 

To finish off, here’s a quote from    

Mahatma Gandhi: 

 
“A nation’s culture resides 
in the hearts and soul of its 
people.” 
 

Cheers to all until next time……   
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Did you know that Zonta International 

has a Policy on Reproductive Health? 
 

In 2014 the ZI Advocacy Committee 

produced a policy document which was 
adopted by the Board in September of 
that year.  It was revised in November 
2014 and then issued and distributed. 
Here’s an outline— 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Objects of Zonta International      
include: 
 
 

- To improve the legal, political, eco-
nomic, educational, health, and  
professional status of women at the 
global and local level through     
service and advocacy. 

 

- To promote justice and universal   
respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms. 

 

Zonta International is nonpartisan and 
nonsectarian. 
 

Zonta International endorses the      
values expressed in the UN Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and          

focuses on status of women issues 
according to Articles 1-16 of CEDAW, 
the UN Convention on the Elimination 
of all forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 
 

Zonta International has longstanding 
relations with the UN and has been a 
steadfast partner to UN agencies. 
Zonta’s support of UN projects and  
programs has been critical to their   
success.  Equality and empowerment 
of women are global issues. Women’s 
rights are human rights and a pre-
requisite for poverty eradication and for 
positive sustainable development. 
 

Early childbearing and limited access 
to sexual and reproductive health    
services prevent women from educa-
tion and economic self-sufficiency, and 
cause high levels of obstetric fistula, 
maternal morbidity and maternal     
mortality. Unsafe abortions are a     
serious public health concern. 
 
 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Zonta International is an organization 
pledged to improve the health status of 
women. 

Zonta International calls on govern-
ments to ensure, on a basis of equality 
of men and women: 
 

- the elimination of all child marriages 
and similar unions 

 

- equal rights to decide freely and    
responsibly on the number and 
spacing of children and to have  
access to the information, education 
and means to exercise these rights 

 

- access to health care services, includ-
ing those services related to family 
planning. 

 

Zonta International does not take a 
‘pro’ or ‘con’ position on abortion.    
Recognizing that it is a complex issue, 
Zonta International calls on govern-
ments to ensure that: 
 

- management of complications from 
unsafe abortions is part of public 
reproductive health Programs 

 

- prevention of unwanted pregnancies 
is given the highest priority. 

 

Read more about Advocacy  

by clicking on this picture 
link— 

ZIZIZI———Advocacy in ActionAdvocacy in ActionAdvocacy in Action   

D23 also in the Action!D23 also in the Action!D23 also in the Action!   

In commemoration of the 20th Anni-

versary of the Beijing Declaration, 
Zonta Districts 22, 23 and 24 prepared 
a joint review of the Beijing Declara-
tion and Platform for Action, which 
they submitted to the Australian      
Federal Government.   
 

This 35-page document is 

available in PDF through 
the same picture link. The 
main emphases were— 
 
A. Women and Poverty Diagnosis  
  
B. Education and Training 
 Diagnosis 
 

C. Women and Health Diagnosis 
 

D. Violence Against Women  
 Diagnosis 
 

E. Women and Armed Conflict 
 

F. Women and the Economy 
 Diagnosis 
 

G. Women in Power and Decision-
Making Diagnosis 

H. Institutional Mechanisms for 
the Advancement of Women  

 Diagnosis  
 

I. Human Rights of Women  
 Diagnosis  
 

J. Women and the Media  
 Diagnosis  

 

K. Women and the Environment 
Diagnosis  

 

L. The Girl Child Diagnosis  
 

The report is very comprehensive with 

each topic listing a number of Strategic 
Objectives and Recommendations for 
consideration.   
 

With regards L, you might be interest-

ed to know that nine Strategic     Objec-
tives were listed, as follows— 
 
 Eliminate all forms of discrimina-

tion against the girl-child.  
 

 Eliminate negative cultural attitudes 
and practices against girls.  

 Promote and protect the rights of 
the girl-child and increase aware-
ness of her needs and potential.  

 

 Eliminate discrimination against 
girls in education, skills develop-
ment and training. 

 

 Eliminate discrimination against 
girls in health and nutrition.  

 

 Eliminate the economic exploitation 
of child labour and protect young 
girls at work.  

 

 Eradicate violence against the girl-
child. 

 

 Promote the girl-child’s awareness 
of and participation in social,    
economic and political life. 

 

 Strengthen the role of the family in 
improving the status of the girl 
child. 

 

There is a long way to go but through 

persistent Zonta service and advocacy, 
we can, and will, make a difference in 
the long term.  There is more awareness 
now than ever of gender inequality. 

http://www.zonta.org/ClubsLeadership/Tools/AdvocacyTools.aspx
http://www.zonta.org/ClubsLeadership/Tools/AdvocacyTools.aspx
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Around the ClubAround the ClubAround the Club   

Linda can now take a well earned rest 

after daughter Fiona’s wedding on 21 
March.  It 
took place on 
a glorious 
day in a 
beautiful park 
overlooking 
the Swan 
River in East  
Fremantle.  
 

A special 

touch was an 
old Scottish 
tradition of 
the couple 
joining hands 
with clan 

tartans. Michael’s grandfather is a 
Douglas and Fiona’s father was from 
the Royal House of Stuart.  Linda wore 
her favourite emerald green and other 
daughter Marina (Matron of Honour) 
wore sky blue.   
 

“All in all, the months of  wedding 
preparations and planning, the wed-
ding day, post wedding brunch on the 
Sunday, lunch at my place on Monday 
and Fiona and Michael returning to 
London made the wedding week a busy 
and wonderful time—great lifetime 
memories!” 
 

Merilyn hosted a great little fun(d)- 

raiser at her home on 26 April through 
Intimo, recognised as one of the lead-
ing lingerie brands and direct selling 
companies in Australasia. They arrange   
parties to sell underwear and travel 
clothing and support issues affecting 
women.  For example, April focussed 
on NO to Violence Against Women.  
More can be found about 
their support and philosophy 
in this regard by clicking on 
the pic here.  
 

From all accounts it was a most enjoy-

able and worthwhile afternoon with 
$249 being raised—an uplifting experi-
ence for all no doubt!  Many thanks to 
Merilyn for her foresight in using this 
initiative to top up our fundraising pot.  
Others reading this newsletter might 
like to use the same great idea.  
 
 

Sue Taylor is looking for volunteers 

for the Cat Walk on 6 June.  Now’s 
your chance ladies, to strut your stuff! 
Give Sue a call if 
you’re interested. 
We had some 
fashion houses 
chasing our    
models last year, 
no kidding! 

Five of our members attended the Area 

3 Workshop in Bunbury on 28 March. 
Unfortunately those who would have 
attended had other engagements or 
were travelling overseas. 
 

However, our newest inductee—Irene 

O’Leary attended and has given this 
wrap up— 
 

“Had a great time and it was a perfect     
opportunity to meet and socialise with 
Zontians from other clubs.  I also    
enjoyed the Zumba session that got 
everyone up and exercising.  We      
listened to three amazing speakers: 
 

1.    Cath Sutherland spoke about   
Conviction and Creating a Zonta 
Brand.  It’s all about energy—our   
collective energy of Zonta members 
which helps to create our reputation 

which is our brand!  This energy helps 
to attract the people to connect with the 
things our Club stands for and believes 
in.  She also guided us through a model 
she created to help us define and acti-
vate our brand energy elements to   
create a unique emotional value. 

 

2.    Alison Comparti spoke on Commit-
ment—Maintaining the Mojo.  An    
enthusiastic/energetic woman who is an 
active community member involved in 
so many things.  She is also the City of 
Bunbury’s Citizen of the Year Regional 
Achievement and Community Award 
Winner.  A very committed woman who 
sets out to achieve positive results in 
her community. 
 

3.   Erica Majba (D23 Governor) spoke 
on Courage—What does the cowardly 
lion in the Wizard of Oz mean to you? 
It’s all about perseverance, not brav-
ery.  Be courageous despite the fear! 
 

The Bunbury Club did a fantastic job 
hosting the event.  It was organised 
really well, the venue was excellent and 
they provided a nice morning tea and 
lunch.” 

High Tea FundraiserHigh Tea FundraiserHigh Tea Fundraiser   
6 June6 June6 June   

   

The Fundraising Committee have The Fundraising Committee have The Fundraising Committee have 
emailed this flyer early in the hope emailed this flyer early in the hope emailed this flyer early in the hope 
that members will promote the event that members will promote the event that members will promote the event 
far and wide.  It’s a fun afternoonfar and wide.  It’s a fun afternoonfar and wide.  It’s a fun afternoon———   
you never know what you might buy!you never know what you might buy!you never know what you might buy!   
   

Sue will have extra copies of the flyer Sue will have extra copies of the flyer Sue will have extra copies of the flyer 
at the meeting.at the meeting.at the meeting.   

Area 3 WorkshopArea 3 WorkshopArea 3 Workshop   

Irene (l) with D23 Governor Erica Majba 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=volunteers+wanted&view=detailv2&&&id=A9D234EC748B5B866994BA97B4B684DCCE1CCE76&selectedIndex=161&ccid=13WWb2NM&simid=608016002131755055&thid=JN.W7VthJHLTJbu5JXY7aAApw
http://www.intimo.com.au/page/end_the_silence.html
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Newsletter contributions to  

Editor—Dawn Newman 

dawn.newman3@bigpond.com 

New Club Stationery 

Packs of letterhead, compliments slips, 

notepaper and envelopes have been 
made up for all Committee Chairmen, 
and Board members who need supplies. 
These will be handed out at our meet-
ing on Wednesday.  If there are other 
members who require any of the new 
branded stationery, please let Dawn 
know. 
 

Zonta Business Cards 

With regards individual business 

cards, templates are now available and 
will be made up as soon as it is decided 

what contact details members would 
like on them, eg PNS Club postal    
address, home address/telephone    
number, mobile number, or any combi-
nation.  An email regarding individual 
preferences will be sent out shortly. 
 

Club Member Directory 

As soon as the AGM is over and new 

Office Bearers are known (end of next 
week), our Club Directory will be    
updated and emailed to everyone. In the 
meantime, if you have any changes or 
would like a different photo, please let 
Dawn know.  Thank you.  

Club AdministrationClub AdministrationClub Administration   
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MAY—AGM TIME  Our May meeting will also include the 34th    Annual General Meeting of the Club.       
 

Reports will be pre-sented along with the Slate for the vacant positions.   Nomina-tions will be accepted from the floor so if you fancy standing for office, it won’t be too late! 

GrandmaGrandmaGrandma   

~~~AnonAnonAnon   

While we honor all our mothersWhile we honor all our mothersWhile we honor all our mothers   
with words of love and praise.with words of love and praise.with words of love and praise.   

While we tell about their goodnessWhile we tell about their goodnessWhile we tell about their goodness   
and their kind and loving ways.and their kind and loving ways.and their kind and loving ways.   

We should also think of Grandma,We should also think of Grandma,We should also think of Grandma,   
she's a mother too, you see...she's a mother too, you see...she's a mother too, you see...   

For she mothered my dear motherFor she mothered my dear motherFor she mothered my dear mother   
as my mother mothers me.as my mother mothers me.as my mother mothers me.   

   

WWWhile we always think of human hile we always think of human hile we always think of human 

mothers at this time of year, what about mothers at this time of year, what about mothers at this time of year, what about 

the Animal Kingdom?  Here are some the Animal Kingdom?  Here are some the Animal Kingdom?  Here are some 

touching shots of animal Mums!touching shots of animal Mums!touching shots of animal Mums!   

   
   

Sending Happy Birthday 

Greetings this month to 

Alma for 5 

May and for 

Fran on 13 

May. Enjoy 

your day! 

Mothers’ Day TributeMothers’ Day TributeMothers’ Day Tribute   

To all those ladies out there 
who are Mums, enjoy your 
day on 10 May. Let’s hope 
you are treated  
royally as you 
surely deserve 
to be! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=birthday+images&view=detailv2&&&id=64E8DFD62E4D25D88D7A8D9166E78AA7CFD09C9E&selectedIndex=52&ccid=FdDGK4JQ&simid=607998178015772776&thid=JN.9bE45IJnEch8bLCPmyYIYA

