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How to ruin friendships

Metice to my friends: T love yveu all dearly. But T don't
give a hoot that you are “having a busy Mosday”, your
child "took 30 minutes to brush his teeth®, your dog
"just ate an ant trap” or you want to "save the
piglets”. And I really, really don't care which Addams
Farmity member yvou mest resemble. Here's where you
and T went wrong: we took our friendship online.
First, we bagan communicating more by emadl than

by pione. Then we switched to “instant messaging™ or

“texting”. We frlended” each other on Facebook and
began communicating by “tweeting” our thoughts —
i1 140 characters or fewer — via Twitter, All this
arline social networking was supposed to make us
clager. And in some ways it has. Thanks to the
intarnet, mamy of us hawe got back in touch with
friends from high school and oollege, shared old and
news photos and become better acguainted with some
people we might never have grown close to offline.
Last year, when a friend of mine was hit by a car and
weent inta & coma, his friends and family were able to
easily and instantly share pews of his medical
progress, . But there's a danger. TF we're not careful,
our anling interactions can hurt our real-life
relationships. Like many people, 1'm sxperisncing
Facebook Fatigue. I'r tired of loved ones who claim
Ly are bao busy to pick up the phone, or svan writs
a decent email, yet spend hours on social-madiz sifes.
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